THE JEWISH W AR JOSEPHUS

THE JEWISH WAR JOSEPHUS IS A SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL WORK THAT OFFERS A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE JEWISH REVOLT
AGAINST RoMAN RULE BETWEEN 66 AND 70 CE. WRITTEN BY THE JEWISH HISTORIAN FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, THIS COMPREHENSIVE
NARRATIVE PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE CONFLICT. THE JEWISH
W/ AR BY JOSEPHUS NOT ONLY SERVES AS A PRIMARY SOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THIS TURBULENT PERIOD IN JEWISH HISTORY
BUT ALSO SHEDS LIGHT ON ROMAN IMPERIAL POLICIES AND THE BROADER CONTEXT OF FIRST-CENTURY JUDEA. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND OF JOSEPHUS, THE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE JEWISH W/ AR, ITS HISTORICAL ACCURACY,
AND ITS LASTING IMPACT ON BOTH JEWISH AND ROMAN HISTORIOGRAPHY. THE ANALYSIS ALSO INCLUDES A DISCUSSION OF
JOSEPHUS’S UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AS A JEWISH COMMANDER TURNED ROMAN HISTORIAN. BELOW IS A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE
KEY TOPICS COVERED IN THIS ARTICLE:

e BACKGROUND OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

THe COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF THE JEWISH W AR

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE JEWISH REVOLT

Key EVENTS DESCRIBED IN THE JEWISH W AR

JosePHUS’s PERSPECTIVE AND BIASES

e |[MPACT AND LEGACY OF THE JEWISH W AR

BACKGROUND OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS WAS A FIRST-CENTURY JEWISH HISTORIAN AND SCHOLAR BORN IN JERUSALEM AROUND 37 CE. HE BELONGED
TO A PRIESTLY FAMILY AND WAS WELL-EDUCATED IN JEWISH LAW AND GREEK LITERATURE. DURING THE JEWISH REVOLT
AGAINST ROME, JOSEPHUS INITIALLY SERVED AS A COMMANDER OF JEWISH FORCES IN GALILEE. AFTER BEING CAPTURED BY THE
ROMANS, HE DEFECTED TO THEIR SIDE, ADOPTING THE FLAVIAN FAMILY NAME UNDER EMPEROR VESPASIAN. JOSEPHUS THEN BEGAN
WRITING HISTORICAL WORKS, INCLUDING THE JEWISH W/ AR, WHICH DOCUMENTS THE JEWISH STRUGGLE AND EVENTUAL DEFEAT
BY ROME. HIS UNIQUE POSITION AS BOTH PARTICIPANT AND OBSERVER GIVES HIS ACCOUNTS A DISTINCTIVE PERSPECTIVE ON THE
EVENTS.

JosepHUS’s EARLY LiFE AND EDUCATION

JOSEPHUS WAS RAISED IN A WEALTHY AND INFLUENTIAL FAMILY, WHICH ALLOWED HIM ACCESS TO ADVANCED EDUCATION IN
JE\X/ISH LAW AND PHILOSOPHY. HE WAS ALSO FAMILIAR WITH HELLENISTIC CULTURE AND LANGUAGE, ENABLING HIM TO WRITE
FOR BOTHJE\X/ISH AND ROMAN AUDIENCES. THIS BICULTURAL BACKGROUND SHAPED HIS APPROACH TO HISTORIOGRAPHY,
BLENDINGJE\X/ISH TRADITION WITH GRECO-ROMAN NARRATIVE STYLES.

ROLE IN THE JEWISH REVOLT

DURING THE OUTBREAK OF THE JEWISH REVOLT IN 66 CE, JOSEPHUS WAS APPOINTED AS A MILITARY LEADER IN GALILEE.
DESPITE HIS INITIAL LOYALTY TO THE JEWISH CAUSE, HE WAS EVENTUALLY CAPTURED BY ROMAN FORCES. HIS DECISION TO
COLLABORATE WITH THE ROMANS, INCLUDING PROPHESYING VESPASIAN’S RISE TO EMPEROR, SECURED HIS SURVIVAL AND
PATRONAGE, WHICH ALLOWED HIM TO COMPOSE HIS HISTORICAL WORKS.



THE COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF THE JEWISH W AR

THEJE\X/ISH \X/AR, ORIGINALLY WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC AND LATER TRANSLATED INTO GREEK BYJOSEPHUS HIMSELF, IS A SEVEN-
BOOK HISTORICAL ACCOUNT DETAILING THEJE\X/ISH REVOLT AGAINST ROME. THE WORK IS NOTABLE FOR ITS SYSTEMATIC
APPROACH TO CHRONICLING THE EVENTS FROM THE INITIAL TENSIONS TO THE DESTRUCTION OFJERUSALEM AND THE SECOND
TempLE IN 70 CE.JOSEPHUS INTENDED THIS WORK TO EXPLAIN THE CAUSES AND COURSE OF THE WAR TO A PRIMARILY ROMAN
AUDIENCE, JUSTIFYING ROMAN ACTIONS WHILE ALSO PRESERVINGJEWISH HISTORY.

OVERVIEW OF THE SEVEN Books

THE_JE\X/ISH W/ AR IS DIVIDED INTO SEVEN BOOKS, EACH COVERING DISTINCT PHASES AND THEMES OF THE CONFLICT:

e Book 1: BACKGROUND AND CAUSES OF THE REVOLT, INCLUDING JEWISH HISTORY AND ROMAN GOVERNANCE.

Book 2: EARLY STAGES OF THE REBELLION AND INITIAL JEWISH SUCCESSES.

Book 3: ROMAN MILITARY RESPONSE AND THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM.

Book 4: DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INTERNAL CONFLICTS WITHIN JERUSALEM.

Book 5: THE FINAL STAGES OF THE SIEGE AND THE FALL OF THE CITY.

Book 6: AFTERMATH OF THE WAR, INCLUDING THE FATE OFJE\X/ISH SURVIVORS.

Book 7: REFLECTIONS ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE WAR AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE T EMPLE.

LITERARY STYLE AND PURPOSE

JOSEPHUS)S NARRATIVE BLENDS HISTORICAL REPORTING WITH RHETORICAL ELEMENTS AIMED AT A ROMAN READERSHIP. His
WRITING EXHIBITS AN INTENT TO EXPLAINJE\)VISH CUSTOMS AND POLITICS WHILE PORTRAYING THE ROMANS AS JUSTIFIED
AGENTS OF ORDER. THE STYLE IS DETAILED AND DESCRIPTIVE, INCORPORATING SPEECHES AND DRAMATIC EPISODES TO ENHANCE
THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT.

HisTorICAL CONTEXT OF THE JEWISH REVOLT

THE JEWISH REVOLT AGAINST ROMAN RULE WAS A CULMINATION OF LONGSTANDING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE JEWISH
POPULATION AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE. UNDERSTANDING THIS CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL TO GRASPING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF T HE
JEwisH W AR BY JOSEPHUS.

RoMAN RULE IN JUDEA

JUDEA BECAME A ROMAN PROVINCE IN 6 CE, AND ROMAN GOVERNANCE OFTEN CLASHED \X/ITHJE\X/ISH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL
ASPIRATIONS. THE IMPOSITION OF TAXES, INTERFERENCE IN THE TEMPLE ADMINISTRATION, AND THE PRESENCE OF RomMAN
SOLDIERS INJERUSALEM FUELED RESENTMENT AMONG THEJE\)VISH POPULATION. THIS VOLATILE ENVIRONMENT SET THE STAGE FOR
THE OUTBREAK OF REBELLION.

CAUSES OF THE REVOLT

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE JEWISH UPRISING IN 66 CE:



RELIGIOUS TENSIONS, ESPECIALLY CONCERNING THE SANCTITY OF THE SeconD TEMPLE.
® ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS AND HEAVY TAXATION UNDER ROMAN RULE.
® POLITICAL DISSATISFACTION WITH ROMAN-APPOINTED GOVERNORS AND LOCAL ELITES.

e NATIONALISTIC FERVOR AND DESIRE FOR INDEPENDENCE AMONG VARIOUSJEWISH FACTIONS.

Key EVENTS DeSCRIBED IN THE JEWISH W AR

THEJE\)VISH W/ AR CHRONICLES NUMEROUS CRITICAL EVENTS THAT SHAPED THE COURSE OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THEJE\)VS
AND ROMANS.JOSEPHUS PROVIDES DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF BATTLES, SIEGES, AND POLITICAL INTRIGUES THAT DEFINED THIS
PERIOD.

THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM

ARGUABLY THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT DETAILED IN THE JEWISH W/ AR IS THE ROMAN SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, CULMINATING IN
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE IN 70 CE. JOSEPHUS DESCRIBES THE BRUTAL NATURE OF THE SIEGE, INTERNAL JEWISH
DIVISIONS, AND THE EVENTUAL FALL OF THE CITY AFTER MONTHS OF FAMINE AND FIGHTING.

REBELLION IN GALILEE AND OTHER REGIONS

JOSEPHUS RECOUNTS THE INITIAL SUCCESSES OFJE\X/ISH REBELS IN REGIONS SUCH AS GALILEE, WHERE HE HIMSELF LED FORCES.
THE RoMAN COUNTEROFFENSIVES, LED BY GENERALS SUCH AS VESPASIAN AND TITUS, GRADUALLY SUPPRESSED THE REBELLION
THROUGH MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND SIEGES OF KEY STRONGHOLDS.

INTERNAL JEWISH CONFLICTS

THROUGHOUT THE WAR, JOSEPHUS HIGHLIGHTS THE INTERNAL DISPUTES AMONG JEWISH FACTIONS, INCLUDING ZEALOTS,
MODERATES, AND OTHER GROUPS. THESE CONFLICTS WEAKENED JEWISH RESISTANCE AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE EVENTUAL
DEFEAT BY THE ROMANS.

JosePHUS’s PERSPECTIVE AND BIASES

JOSEPHUS)S UNIQUE POSITION AS AJE\X/ISH COMMANDER TURNED ROMAN HISTORIAN INEVITABLY INFLUENCED HIS PORTRAYAL OF
EVENTS IN THEJE\X/ISH W AR. UNDERSTANDING HIS PERSPECTIVE AND POTENTIAL BIASES IS IMPORTANT FOR INTERPRETING THE
HISTORICAL ACCURACY OF HIS ACCOUNT.

Pro-RoMAN STANCE

AFTER HIS DEFECTION,JOSEPHUS ADOPTED A PRO-ROMAN STANCE, OFTEN PORTRAYING ROMAN LEADERS FAVORABLY AND
JUSTIFYING THEIR ACTIONS AGAINST THEJE\X/ISH REBELS. THIS BIAS IS EVIDENT IN HIS DEPICTION OF ROMAN MILITARY STRATEGY
AND HIS CRITICISM OFJE\)VISH FACTIONS.



SYMPATHY FOR JEWISH SUFFERING

DESPITE HIS ROMAN ALLEGIANCE, JOSEPHUS EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE’S SUFFERING AND DESTRUCTION. His
DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE HORRORS ENDURED DURING THE SIEGE AND THE LOSS OF THE TEMPLE CONVEY A SENSE OF LAMENT
AND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION.

HisToRrICAL RELIABILITY

\W/HILE JOSEPHUS’S ACCOUNT IS INVALUABLE, HISTORIANS APPROACH THE JEWISH W AR WITH CAUTION, CROSS-REFERENCING
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AND OTHER SOURCES TO VALIDATE HIS NARRATIVE. SOME EXAGGERATIONS AND OMISSIONS REFLECT
HIS COMPLEX LOYALTIES AND RHETORICAL AIMS.

IMPACT AND LEGACY OF THE JEWISH W AR

THE JEWISH W AR BY JOSEPHUS REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT SOURCES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE JEWISH-ROMAN
CONFLICT AND THE BROADER HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD. |TS INFLUENCE EXTENDS BEYOND HISTORIOGRAPHY INTO
RELIGIOUS STUDIES, ARCHAEOLOGY, AND CULTURAL MEMORY.

INFLUENCE ON JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS

THE WORK PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE, A PIVOTAL EVENT IN_JE\X/ISH HISTORY THAT
SHAPED RELIGIOUS IDENTITY AND PRACTICE. ADDITIONALLY, EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS REFERENCEDJOSEPHUS’S ACCOUNTS TO
CONTEXTUALIZE THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF THE NEW TESTAMENT ERA.

CoNTRIBUTION TO ROMAN HISTORIOGRAPHY

JOSEPHUS’S INTEGRATION OFJE\X/ISH HISTORY INTO THE ROMAN NARRATIVE BROADENED THE SCOPE OF IMPERIAL
HISTORIOGRAPHY. HIS WORK OFFERS A RARE FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF PROVINCIAL REVOLTS AND ROMAN MILITARY CAMPAIGNS,
ENRICHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF ROMAN IMPERIAL DYNAMICS.

MoDERN HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES

CONTEMPORARY SCHOLARS UTILIZE THE JEWISH \W AR ALONGSIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS TO RECONSTRUCT THE EVENTS OF
THE FIRST CENTURY CE. JOSEPHUS’S DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF JERUSALEM’S LAYOUT AND MILITARY TACTICS AID IN
INTERPRETING ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES RELATED TO THE REVOLT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHO WAS JOSEPHUS, THE AUTHOR OF THE JEWISH \W AR?

JOSEPHUS WAS A FIRST-CENTURY JEWISH HISTORIAN AND MILITARY LEADER WHO INITIALLY FOUGHT AGAINST THE ROMANS
DURING THE FIRST JEWISH-ROMAN W/ AR BUT LATER SURRENDERED AND BECAME A ROMAN CITIZEN. HE AUTHORED THE JEWISH
\X/ AR, DOCUMENTING THE CONFLICT.

WHAT IS THE JEwISH W AR BY JOSEPHUS ABOUT?

THE JEWISH W AR IS A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT WRITTEN BY JOSEPHUS DETAILING THE JEWISH REVOLT AGAINST ROMAN RULE
FROM 66 To 73 CE, INCLUDING KEY EVENTS SUCH AS THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE.



\W/HY IS THE JEWISH W AR CONSIDERED AN IMPORTANT HISTORICAL SOURCE?

THE JEWISH W/ AR IS ONE OF THE PRIMARY CONTEMPORARY SOURCES ON THE FIRST JEWISH-ROMAN \W AR, PROVIDING DETAILED
INSIGHTS INTO JEWISH SOCIETY, ROMAN MILITARY TACTICS, AND THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE PERIOD.

How RELIABLE IS JOSEPHUS'S ACCOUNT IN THE JEWISH W/ ARP

W/HILE THEJE\X/ISH W AR IS INVALUABLE FOR ITS DETAILED NARRATIVE, HISTORIANS APPROACH IT CRITICALLY DUE TO
JOSEPHUS,S POTENTIAL BIASES AS A FORMEEJE\X/ISH COMMANDER TURNED ROMAN CLIENT AND THE POSSIBILITY OF
EXAGGERATION OR OMISSIONS.

WHAT IMPACT DID THE JEWISH W/ AR HAVE ON JEWISH AND ROMAN HISTORY?

THEJE\WISH W AR OFFERS A CRUCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE AND THE SUBSEQUENT
DIASPORA, SHAPING UNDERSTANDING OFJE\X/ISH HISTORY AND ROMAN IMPERIAL POLICY IN THE FIRST CENTURY.

ARE THERE DIFFERENT VERSIONS OR EDITIONS OF THE JEWISH W AR?

YES/ THEJE\X/ISH W AR HAS BEEN PRESERVED IN VARIOUS MANUSCRIPTS AND TRANSLATED INTO MULTIPLE LANGUAGES OVER
CENTURIES, WITH SOME EDITIONS INCLUDING ADDITIONAL COMMENTARY OR INTERPRETATIONS.

How DOES JOSEPHUS PORTRAY THE JEWISH REBELS IN THE JEWISH W AR?

JOSEPHUS OFTEN PORTRAYS THEJE\X/ISH REBELS AS BOTH HEROIC AND FLAWED, CRITICIZING INTERNAL DIVISIONS AND FANATICISM
WHILE EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR THEIR CAUSE AGAINST ROMAN OPPRESSION.

\W/HERE CAN ONE ACCESS OR READ THE JEWISH W AR TODAY?

THEJE\X/ISH W AR IS WIDELY AVAILABLE IN PRINT AND ONLINE, INCLUDING TRANSLATIONS BY SCHOLARS SUCH AS WiLLIAM
\X/HISTON, AND CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH PUBLIC DOMAIN SOURCES, ACADEMIC DATABASES, AND BOOKSTORES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE JEwisH WAR BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

THIS IS THE ORIGINAL FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT WRITTEN BY THE JEWISH HISTORIAN FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. |T DETAILS THE JEWISH
REVOLT AGAINST RoMAN ocCUPATION FROM 66 To 70 CE. THE WORK PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE POLITICS,
BATTLES, AND KEY FIGURES OF THE PERIOD, INCLUDING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM. |T REMAINS A
CRUCIAL SOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING JEWISH HISTORY AND ROMAN IMPERIAL POLICY.

2. JosepHUS: THE ESSenTIAL Works BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, EDITED BY PAUL L. MAIER

THIS VOLUME COMPILES THE MOST IMPORTANT WRITINGS OF JOSEPHUS, INCLUDING THE JEWISH W/ AR, ANTIQUITIES OF THE
Jews, AND AGAINST APION. PAUL L. MAIER PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE TRANSLATION AND CONTEXTUAL INTRODUCTION THAT
HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND OF JOSEPHUS’S WORKS. |T IS AN EXCELLENT
STARTING POINT FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN JOSEPHUS AND THE JEWISH-ROMAN CONFLICTS.

3. THE JewisH WAR: A New TRANSLATIONBY G.A. WILLIAMSON

G.A. WILLIAMSON OFFERS A MODERN, READABLE TRANSLATION OF JOSEPHUS’S THE JEWISH W AR THAT APPEALS TO BOTH
SCHOLARS AND GENERAL READERS. THE EDITION INCLUDES HELPFUL ANNOTATIONS AND MAPS, WHICH CLARIFY THE COMPLEX
MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND POLITICAL EVENTS DESCRIBED. |T EMPHASIZES JOSEPHUS’S PERSPECTIVE AS A MEDIATOR BETWEEN
JEWISH AND ROMAN WORLDS.

4. JosePHUS AND THE JEWISH WAR BY STEVE MASON

STEVE MASON EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF JOSEPHUS’S WRITINGS ON THE JEWISH W/ AR. THIS
SCHOLARLY WORK ANALYZES JOSEPHUS’S MOTIVES, BIASES, AND THE RELIABILITY OF HIS ACCOUNT. MASON ALSO DISCUSSES
HOW JOSEPHUS’S NARRATIVE SHAPED LATER INTERPRETATIONS OF THE JEWISH REVOLT AND ROMAN HISTORY.



5. THe Siece oF JerusaLem: 70 CE By JaMes D.G. DUNN

FOCUSING SPECIFICALLY ON THE CLIMACTIC SIEGE DESCRIBED BY JOSEPHUS, THIS BOOK RECONSTRUCTS THE EVENTS LEADING TO
THE FALL OF JERUSALEM. JAMES D.G. DUNN COMBINES ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE WITH JOSEPHUS’S NARRATIVE TO PROVIDE A
DETAILED AND VIVID PICTURE OF THE CONFLICT’S FINAL STAGES. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES FOR THE
JEWISH PEOPLE AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE REGION UNDER ROMAN RULE.

6. FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS AND THE JEWISH WAR: AN HisTORICAL COMMENTARY BY MARTIN GOODMAN

MARTIN GOODMAN OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH COMMENTARY ON JOSEPHUS’S THE JEWISH W/ AR, EXAMINING ITS HISTORICAL ACCURACY
AND LITERARY QUALITIES. THE BOOK SITUATES JOSEPHUS WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF ROMAN IMPERIAL LITERATURE AND
JEWISH HISTORIOGRAPHY. GOODMAN’S ANALYSIS HELPS READERS APPRECIATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF JOSEPHUS’S POSITION AS
BOTH A PARTICIPANT AND A HISTORIAN.

7. JOSEPHUS AND THE HISTORY OF THE JEwisH WARBY Louls H. FELDMAN

THIS WORK EXPLORES JOSEPHUS’S ROLE AS A HISTORIAN AND HIS PORTRAYAL OF THE JEWISH W/ AR. FELDMAN DISCUSSES THE
POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS TENSIONS THAT SHAPED THE REVOLT AND JOSEPHUS’S NARRATIVE. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES THE
IMPACT OF JOSEPHUS’S WRITINGS ON SUBSEQUENT JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS.

8. THe JewisH REVOLT AGAINST RoME, 66-73 CEBY JoHN M.G. BARCLAY

JoHN M.G. BARCLAY PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE JEWISH REVOLT, DRAWING HEAVILY ON JOSEPHUS’S
ACCOUNT. THE BOOK EXAMINES THE CAUSES, KEY BATTLES, AND AFTERMATH OF THE WAR, OFFERING INSIGHTS INTO THE SOCIAL
AND RELIGIOUS DYNAMICS AT PLAY. BARCLAY ALSO EVALUATES JOSEPHUS’S RELIABILITY AND HIS COMPLEX IDENTITY AS A
JEWISH HISTORIAN WRITING UNDER ROMAN PATRONAGE.

9. JosepHUS ON_JESUS, THE TESTIMONIUM FLAVIANUM CONTROVERSY BY Louls H. FELDMAN

\W/HILE FOCUSING MAINLY ON JOSEPHUS’S REFERENCES TO JESUS, THIS BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES THE BROADER HISTORICAL
CONTEXT OF JOSEPHUS’S WORKS, INCLUDING THE JEWISH W AR. FELDMAN ANALYZES THE AUTHENTICITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE TESTIMONIUM FLAVIANUM PASSAGE AND DISCUSSES HOW JOSEPHUS’S WRITINGS CONTRIBUTE TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF
FIRST-CENTURY JUDAISM AND EARLY CHRISTIANITY.
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