the kerner report the national advisory
commibion on civil disorders

the kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders was a landmark
document published in 1968 by the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. This report was
commissioned by President Lyndon B. Johnson in response to the widespread urban riots and civil
unrest that erupted across numerous American cities during the mid-1960s. The commission's
objective was to investigate the causes of these violent disturbances and to propose strategies for
preventing future occurrences. The kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders
provided a comprehensive analysis of social, economic, and racial inequalities that fueled the unrest.
It emphasized systemic racism, police brutality, and poverty as central factors contributing to the
disorder. This article explores the historical context, key findings, recommendations, and the lasting
impact of the kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders, offering a detailed
understanding of its significance in American history.
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Historical Context of the Kerner Report

The kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders was created against a backdrop
of significant social upheaval in the United States during the 1960s. The decade was marked by a
series of violent riots in cities such as Watts (Los Angeles), Detroit, Newark, and others, which
exposed deep racial tensions and socio-economic disparities. These urban disturbances were often
sparked by incidents of police brutality, unemployment, and inadequate housing in African American
communities. The civil rights movement had brought issues of racial discrimination to the forefront,
yet progress was slow and uneven, leading to frustration and anger among marginalized populations.
The federal government recognized the urgent need to understand and address these challenges to
prevent further violence and promote social stability.

Formation and Purpose of the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders

Established by President Lyndon B. Johnson in July 1967, the National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders, commonly known as the Kerner Commission after its chairman Otto Kerner Jr., was tasked



with investigating the root causes of the urban riots and recommending solutions. The commission
included a diverse group of experts, politicians, and community leaders who conducted extensive
research, interviews, and site visits across affected cities. Their mandate was to provide a factual and
unbiased assessment of the civil disorders and to offer policy recommendations aimed at reducing
racial tensions and improving conditions in disadvantaged communities.

Key Findings of the Kerner Report

The kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders presented a detailed analysis of
the factors that led to the widespread violence and civil unrest. Among its most significant
conclusions were the following:

» Systemic Racism: The report identified institutionalized racism as a primary cause of the riots,
stating that the United States was "moving toward two societies, one black, one
white—separate and unequal."

» Police Practices: Excessive use of force and discriminatory policing tactics in African American
neighborhoods were cited as major sources of tension and resentment.

e Poverty and Economic Inequality: High unemployment rates, poor education, and
inadequate housing conditions contributed to the frustration and hopelessness experienced by
many minority communities.

e Social Isolation: Segregation and lack of opportunity led to social isolation of black
communities, which intensified feelings of alienation and mistrust towards government
institutions.

The report underscored that these conditions were not isolated incidents but rather systemic issues
embedded in American society.

Recommendations Proposed by the Commission

In response to its findings, the kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders put
forward a series of recommendations aimed at addressing the root causes of civil unrest and
promoting racial equality. Key proposals included:

1. Economic Investment: Substantial federal funding to create jobs and improve housing in
impoverished urban areas.

2. Educational Reform: Expansion of educational opportunities and resources in minority
communities to reduce disparities.

3. Police Reform: Implementation of community policing practices and better training to reduce
incidents of police brutality.

4. Desegregation Efforts: Policies to dismantle racial segregation in housing, schools, and
employment.



5. Community Empowerment: Increased support for local organizations and minority leadership
to foster participation in decision-making.

The commission emphasized that failure to act on these recommendations would likely result in
continued violence and deepening racial divisions.

Impact and Legacy of the Kerner Report

The kerner report the national advisory commibion on civil disorders remains one of the most
influential government reports on race relations in the United States. While its findings were
groundbreaking and widely acknowledged, the implementation of its recommendations was limited
and inconsistent. The report's stark warning about the dangers of a divided society continues to
resonate in discussions about racial inequality, policing, and social justice. Scholars and policymakers
often reference the kerner report when analyzing urban unrest and systemic racism. Its legacy also
includes raising public awareness about the structural barriers faced by African Americans and other
minorities.

Despite the mixed response from political leaders at the time, the kerner report helped shape future
civil rights policies and remains a critical document for understanding the complexities of racial and
social dynamics in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Kerner Report by the
National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders?

The primary purpose of the Kerner Report, released in 1968, was to investigate the causes of the
1967 race riots in the United States and provide recommendations to prevent future civil disorders.

What were the main findings of the Kerner Report regarding
the causes of civil disorders?

The Kerner Report found that the main causes of civil disorders were systemic racial discrimination,
poverty, poor housing, unemployment, and police brutality against African Americans.

What famous warning did the Kerner Report issue about the
future of America?

The Kerner Report famously warned that America was "moving toward two societies, one black, one
white—separate and unequal," highlighting the dangers of ongoing racial segregation and inequality.

What recommendations did the Kerner Report make to



address civil unrest?

The report recommended major investments in housing, education, employment opportunities, and
police reform to reduce racial inequalities and improve conditions in African American communities.

How was the Kerner Report received by the government and
the public?

While the Kerner Report was praised for its candid assessment of racial issues, many of its
recommendations were ignored or insufficiently implemented by the government, limiting its impact
on reducing racial tensions.

Additional Resources

1. Burning Down the House: The 1967 Detroit Riot and the Kerner Commission Report

This book explores the Detroit riot of 1967 in depth, analyzing the social and economic factors that
led to the unrest. It delves into the findings of the Kerner Commission, highlighting systemic racism
and poverty as root causes. The author also discusses the report’'s recommendations and the
subsequent impact on urban policy.

2. Divided America: The Kerner Commission and the Legacy of the 1960s

Focusing on the broader national context, this work examines how the Kerner Commission's report
reflected the deep divisions in American society during the 1960s. It provides a comprehensive
overview of civil disorders across multiple cities and evaluates the government's response to racial
tensions. The book also critiques the implementation of the report’s recommendations.

3. The Kerner Report: 50 Years Later

Published on the anniversary of the Kerner Commission report, this book revisits the original findings
and assesses their relevance today. It offers insights from historians, sociologists, and activists about
progress made and challenges that persist in addressing racial inequality. The volume serves as both
a historical document and a call to action.

4. Riot and Redemption: The National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders

This book provides a detailed narrative of the events leading up to the formation of the Kerner
Commission and the civil disorders it investigated. It examines the political and social climate of the
1960s and the commission’s efforts to understand and address urban unrest. The author also
discusses the report’s influence on subsequent policy debates.

5. Echoes of Kerner: Race, Riots, and Reform in America

Exploring the long-term effects of the Kerner Report, this book connects the civil disorders of the
1960s with ongoing issues of racial injustice and urban inequality. It analyzes how the report shaped
public discourse and policy-making in the decades following its release. The book also includes case
studies of cities that experienced significant unrest.

6. The Unfinished Business of the Kerner Commission

This volume argues that many of the Kerner Commission’s recommendations remain unfulfilled and
that racial disparities continue to fuel social unrest. It combines historical analysis with contemporary
data to demonstrate the persistence of segregation, economic inequality, and police-community
tensions. The author suggests pathways for renewed efforts toward racial justice.



7. Inside the Kerner Commission: Political Struggles and Social Realities

Offering an insider’s perspective, this book draws on interviews and archival materials to reveal the
internal dynamics of the Kerner Commission. It highlights the challenges faced by commissioners as
they navigated political pressures and divergent viewpoints. The work sheds light on how the final
report was crafted and the controversies it sparked.

8. Race and Riots: The Kerner Commission and Urban America

This scholarly text situates the Kerner Report within the broader history of race relations and urban
policy in the United States. It examines the causes of the 1960s riots and evaluates government
responses at local, state, and federal levels. The author also discusses the report’s impact on civil
rights legislation and urban renewal programs.

9. From Kerner to Black Lives Matter: The Evolution of Racial Justice Movements

Tracing the lineage of racial justice activism from the Kerner Commission era to the present, this book
connects past and current struggles against systemic racism. It assesses how the insights of the
Kerner Report inform contemporary movements like Black Lives Matter. The author reflects on the
progress made and the work still needed to achieve equity.
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