
the kingdom of matthias a story of sex and
salvation in 19th century america
the kingdom of matthias a story of sex and salvation in 19th century america explores a
fascinating episode in American religious history that intertwines charismatic leadership, radical
theology, and scandalous behavior. This narrative centers around the figure of Robert Matthews,
also known as Matthias, whose controversial communal movement in the 1830s challenged
conventional norms of faith and morality. The kingdom of Matthias sheds light on the social and
spiritual upheavals of 19th century America, revealing how issues of sex, power, and salvation were
deeply intertwined within emerging religious sects. As a story rich with drama, theological
experimentation, and cultural conflict, it provides a unique lens into the complexities of American
religious life during this transformative era. This article delves into the origins of Matthias's
movement, the beliefs and practices that defined it, the scandal that ultimately led to its downfall,
and its lasting impact on American religious history. The kingdom of matthias a story of sex and
salvation in 19th century america remains a compelling study of faith, identity, and the boundaries
of social conformity.
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Origins of the Kingdom of Matthias
The kingdom of Matthias a story of sex and salvation in 19th century America begins with Robert
Matthews, a charismatic and enigmatic figure who emerged in the northeastern United States
during the 1830s. Born into modest circumstances, Matthews claimed prophetic visions and a divine
commission to establish a new religious kingdom. His teachings attracted a small but devoted
following, drawn by his promise of spiritual renewal and salvation. The movement was part of the
broader wave of religious revivalism and utopian experiments that characterized the Second Great
Awakening. Matthews’s assertion of divine authority and his establishment of a communal society
were radical departures from mainstream Protestantism. This section explores the social and
religious context that gave rise to the kingdom of Matthias, highlighting Matthews’s background and
the appeal of his message to disaffected individuals seeking spiritual and social transformation.

The Historical Context of 19th Century America
The early 19th century in America was marked by intense religious fervor, social experimentation,



and rapid change. The Second Great Awakening spurred numerous revivalist movements,
emphasizing personal salvation and direct encounters with the divine. This environment fostered the
emergence of new sects and utopian communities eager to redefine religious practice and social
order. Within this milieu, the kingdom of Matthias found fertile ground, as people questioned
traditional institutions and sought alternative paths to salvation and community.

Robert Matthews: The Man Behind Matthias
Robert Matthews was a complex and controversial figure whose claims to divine inspiration were
both his greatest asset and his downfall. He adopted the name Matthias to signify his role as a
divinely appointed leader, echoing biblical themes of messianic authority. Matthews’s personality
combined charisma, authoritarianism, and a flair for theatricality, which helped him gain followers
but also sowed seeds of discord and suspicion. Understanding his character is key to comprehending
the dynamics of the kingdom of Matthias.

Beliefs and Practices of Matthias’s Sect
The kingdom of Matthias was defined by its unique blend of religious beliefs and communal
practices, which challenged the prevailing moral and social codes of the time. Matthews preached a
theology centered on imminent salvation, spiritual perfection, and the establishment of a divine
kingdom on earth. His followers were expected to adhere to strict communal living arrangements,
renounce worldly possessions, and submit to his spiritual authority. The sect’s doctrines
incorporated elements of millenarianism and charismatic leadership, reflecting the broader trends in
American religious radicalism. This section details the core beliefs and the daily life within
Matthias’s community.

Communal Living and Social Organization
Members of the kingdom of Matthias lived together in a shared household, pooling resources and
labor. This communal lifestyle was intended to reflect the early Christian church’s ideals and to
create a pure, sanctified society separate from secular corruption. The community’s social structure
was hierarchical, with Matthews exercising absolute control over spiritual and temporal matters.
Such organization fostered intense loyalty but also created tensions that would later contribute to
internal conflict and external criticism.

Theological Innovations and Millenarianism
Matthias’s teachings emphasized the imminent arrival of God’s kingdom, a common theme in
millenarian movements. He claimed prophetic insight into the end times and positioned himself as a
messianic figure tasked with preparing his followers for salvation. The sect’s theology incorporated
strict moral codes, ritual practices, and an emphasis on personal holiness, but also controversial
ideas about authority and gender roles. These theological elements distinguished the kingdom of
Matthias from mainstream denominations and heightened its notoriety.



Sexuality and Scandal Within the Movement
The kingdom of Matthias a story of sex and salvation in 19th century America is perhaps best known
for the scandal that engulfed the movement, involving allegations of sexual misconduct and abuse of
power. Matthews’s claims to divine authority extended into controlling the intimate lives of his
followers, particularly women, leading to accusations of exploitation and coercion. The tension
between spiritual salvation and carnal desire became a central and troubling theme in the sect’s
history. This section examines the sexual dynamics within the community and the scandals that
attracted public attention and legal scrutiny.

Power, Control, and Sexual Relations
Matthias exercised significant control over the sexual behavior of his followers, often dictating
relationships and asserting the right to claim women for himself under the guise of spiritual
authority. This abuse of power blurred the lines between religious devotion and personal
exploitation, creating an atmosphere of fear and secrecy. The sexual practices within the community
deviated sharply from conventional norms, fueling rumors and condemnation from outside
observers.

Public Exposure and Media Sensation
As allegations surfaced, the kingdom of Matthias became the subject of intense public scrutiny and
media sensationalism. Newspapers of the era reported extensively on the lurid details of the scandal,
framing the movement as a dangerous cult that threatened social order and morality. This exposure
contributed to the sect’s rapid decline and the eventual legal actions taken against Matthews and his
associates.

The Downfall and Legal Consequences
The kingdom of Matthias a story of sex and salvation in 19th century America culminated in a
dramatic collapse driven by internal dissent and external legal pressures. Matthews faced charges
related to fraud, sexual misconduct, and abuse of his followers, leading to trials that captivated
public attention. The legal proceedings revealed the inner workings of the sect and confirmed many
of the accusations that had circulated. This section outlines the key events leading to the downfall of
Matthias, the judicial outcomes, and the dissolution of the movement.

Legal Charges and Trials
Robert Matthews was arrested and prosecuted on multiple counts, including sexual assault and
fraud. The trials provided a platform for victims and witnesses to testify about the abuses within the
community, exposing the dark realities behind the kingdom of Matthias’s spiritual facade. These
legal battles underscored the challenges of addressing religiously motivated misconduct within the
framework of American law.



The Disbanding of the Community
Following the trials and Matthews’s imprisonment, the kingdom of Matthias disintegrated as
followers abandoned the movement. The communal property was dispersed, and former members
reintegrated into mainstream society or other religious groups. The disbanding marked the end of
one of the more sensational episodes in 19th-century American religious history.

Legacy and Historical Significance
The kingdom of Matthias a story of sex and salvation in 19th century America left a lasting imprint
on the study of American religious movements and the social dynamics of faith communities. Despite
its relatively brief existence, the sect’s combination of charismatic leadership, radical theology, and
scandal provided important insights into the potentials and pitfalls of religious experimentation.
Historians and scholars continue to analyze the kingdom of Matthias as a case study in the
intersections of religion, sexuality, and power. This section explores the enduring relevance and
lessons derived from this unique chapter in American history.

Impact on Religious Studies and American Culture
The kingdom of Matthias has been the subject of numerous scholarly works, highlighting its role in
understanding the complexities of new religious movements and the social consequences of
charismatic authority. The story challenges assumptions about religious freedom, community
boundaries, and the regulation of morality in a democratic society.

Enduring Lessons on Faith and Authority
The movement serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked religious power and the
vulnerability of individuals seeking salvation. It also illustrates how issues of sexuality can become
entangled with spiritual leadership, often with destructive outcomes. These lessons remain pertinent
in contemporary discussions about religious sects and cults.

Charismatic leadership and its risks

The relationship between religious authority and personal autonomy

The role of media in shaping public perceptions of religious movements

The ongoing challenge of balancing religious liberty with protection from abuse

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Kingdom of Matthias' about?
'The Kingdom of Matthias' is a historical narrative that explores the life and influence of Robert
Matthews, a charismatic and controversial religious leader in 19th century America, focusing on
themes of sex, power, and salvation.

Who was Robert Matthews, the central figure in 'The Kingdom
of Matthias'?
Robert Matthews was a self-proclaimed prophet in the 1830s who established a religious community
and claimed divine authority, becoming a central figure in a scandal involving his followers in New
York.

How does 'The Kingdom of Matthias' portray 19th century
American religious movements?
The book highlights the fervent and often tumultuous religious landscape of 19th century America,
illustrating how charismatic leaders like Matthews attracted followers seeking salvation amid social
and spiritual upheaval.

What role does sexuality play in 'The Kingdom of Matthias'?
Sexuality is a key theme in the story, as Matthews' claims of divine authority intersect with
controversial practices and relationships, revealing the complex interplay between religious fervor
and personal desires.

Why is 'The Kingdom of Matthias' significant for
understanding American religious history?
'The Kingdom of Matthias' provides insight into the challenges and dynamics of emerging religious
sects in America, illustrating how charisma, belief, and social conditions shaped new forms of
spiritual expression.

Who is the author of 'The Kingdom of Matthias' and what is
their approach?
The book is authored by Paul E. Johnson, who uses detailed historical research and narrative
storytelling to bring to life the dramatic events surrounding Robert Matthews and his followers.

Additional Resources
1. The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th Century America
This book by Paul E. Johnson provides a detailed account of the rise and fall of the religious
community led by Robert Matthews, known as Matthias. Set in the 1830s, it explores themes of
religious fervor, charismatic leadership, and social upheaval in antebellum America. The narrative
delves into the complex interplay of faith, power, and scandal within this unique sect.



2. Salvation and Seduction: Religious Utopias in 19th Century America
This work examines various religious communities that emerged in America during the 19th century,
focusing on their social and sexual dynamics. It highlights how charismatic leaders like Matthias
influenced followers through promises of salvation intertwined with personal relationships. The book
contextualizes these movements within broader American religious and cultural trends.

3. Messianic Movements in Early America: Faith and Controversy
This scholarly text explores messianic figures who claimed divine authority during the 19th century,
including Robert Matthews. It provides historical background on their communities, beliefs, and the
controversies that surrounded them. The book offers insight into the challenges these movements
posed to mainstream society and religious institutions.

4. Sex, Power, and Religion: The Dynamics of 19th Century American Sects
Focusing on the intersection of sexuality and religious authority, this book investigates how sect
leaders used their power to control and influence followers. It delves into scandals and personal
relationships that shaped the reputations of communities like the Kingdom of Matthias. The author
draws from court records, personal letters, and contemporary accounts to paint a vivid picture.

5. Utopian Dreams and Disillusionment: Religious Communities in Antebellum America
This book surveys various utopian religious experiments in 19th century America, with a special
focus on the Kingdom of Matthias. It discusses the idealistic visions these communities had and the
internal conflicts that often led to their downfall. The narrative emphasizes the social and cultural
forces that both inspired and challenged these groups.

6. Robert Matthews and the Quest for Divine Authority
A biographical study of Robert Matthews, this book traces his life from humble beginnings to his role
as the leader of the Kingdom of Matthias. It explores his charismatic leadership style, theological
claims, and the legal troubles that ensued. The book sheds light on the personal and societal factors
that shaped his controversial legacy.

7. Religious Revivalism and Social Change in 19th Century America
This text places the Kingdom of Matthias within the broader context of the Second Great Awakening
and other revivalist movements. It examines how religious enthusiasm affected social norms, gender
roles, and community structures during the period. The book highlights the tensions between
innovation and tradition in American religious history.

8. Faith and Scandal: Examining the Kingdom of Matthias Through Court Records
Using legal documents and trial transcripts, this book offers a forensic look at the scandals
surrounding Robert Matthews and his followers. It reveals the legal and moral challenges faced by
the sect and how these issues reflected larger societal anxieties. The narrative provides a unique
perspective on the intersection of law, religion, and morality.

9. Gender and Authority in Religious Movements: The Case of the Kingdom of Matthias
This scholarly work investigates the role of gender in the leadership and membership of the
Kingdom of Matthias. It analyzes how notions of masculinity and femininity influenced religious
authority and community dynamics. The book contributes to a deeper understanding of how gender
shaped religious experience in 19th century America.
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