
the knowledge of the holy summary
the knowledge of the holy summary provides an insightful exploration into A.W. Tozer's
influential work, "The Knowledge of the Holy." This article delves into the core themes and
theological reflections presented in the book, highlighting its significance in Christian thought.
Emphasizing the attributes of God, the summary captures Tozer’s profound approach to
understanding divine nature and character. Readers will gain a clear overview of key concepts such
as God's infinity, sovereignty, and holiness, as well as how these attributes impact Christian
spirituality. This comprehensive summary also addresses the practical implications of Tozer’s
teachings for believers seeking a deeper relationship with God. The article is structured to guide
readers through the major sections of the book, facilitating a thorough grasp of its enduring
message.
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Overview of "The Knowledge of the Holy"
"The Knowledge of the Holy" is a classic theological work authored by A.W. Tozer, originally
published in 1961. The book systematically examines the attributes of God, aiming to cultivate a
more profound reverence and understanding among believers. Tozer’s writing style combines
theological depth with accessible language, making complex doctrines approachable to a wide
audience. The central premise is that knowing God’s character leads to a transformed life and
deeper worship. The book is divided into chapters, each dedicated to a specific divine attribute, such
as omniscience, omnipresence, and immutability. It encourages readers to move beyond superficial
knowledge and embrace a spiritual awareness rooted in biblical truth. This overview sets the
foundation for exploring the detailed themes and lessons presented in the work.

Key Attributes of God Explored
At the heart of "The Knowledge of the Holy" lies a detailed exposition of God’s attributes, which
Tozer presents as essential for a true understanding of the divine. These attributes are not abstract
concepts but are meant to reveal the infinite nature of God and inspire worship.



God’s Infinity
Tozer emphasizes God's infinity as a fundamental attribute, meaning that God is limitless in power,
presence, and knowledge. This infinite nature distinguishes God from all created beings and
establishes His supremacy over the universe.

Sovereignty of God
The sovereignty of God is presented as God's absolute control and authority over all creation. Tozer
argues that recognizing God's sovereignty brings comfort and assurance to believers, as it confirms
that nothing occurs outside of God's divine will.

Holiness and Righteousness
Holiness is a central theme in Tozer’s work, described as God being utterly separate from sin and
morally perfect. This attribute demands reverence and awe, as it highlights the purity and justice of
God’s character.

Other Attributes
Additional attributes discussed include God's omniscience (all-knowing nature), omnipresence
(presence everywhere), immutability (unchanging character), and love. Each attribute is examined in
detail to underscore its significance in the nature of God.

Omniscience: God's complete knowledge of past, present, and future

Omnipresence: God's presence in all places at all times

Immutability: God's unchanging nature across time

Love: God's unconditional and selfless care for creation

Theological Significance of God's Attributes
The exploration of God's attributes in "The Knowledge of the Holy" carries deep theological
implications. Tozer presents these characteristics not merely as doctrinal points but as foundational
truths that shape Christian belief and worship.

Understanding God’s Nature
By studying the attributes, believers gain a clearer picture of who God is beyond human limitations.
This understanding fosters a more intimate and respectful relationship with the divine.



Implications for Doctrine
The attributes of God influence various areas of Christian doctrine, including the nature of salvation,
providence, and eschatology. Tozer’s work reinforces traditional orthodox views and challenges
believers to align their theology with biblical revelation.

Enhancing Worship and Devotion
Recognizing God’s holiness, power, and love leads to deeper worship. Tozer insists that true worship
stems from a correct knowledge of God’s character, which inspires awe, gratitude, and obedience.

Practical Applications for Christian Life
The knowledge of God’s attributes is not solely an academic exercise but has tangible effects on
daily Christian living. Tozer’s insights encourage believers to embody the truths learned through
faithful practice and spiritual growth.

Spiritual Growth and Maturity
Understanding the holy attributes of God motivates believers to cultivate holiness in their own lives.
The awareness of God's perfection challenges Christians to pursue righteousness and ethical living.

Trust and Assurance in God’s Sovereignty
Believers can find comfort in God's control over life's circumstances. Trusting in God's sovereignty
reduces anxiety and fosters peace amid trials.

Motivation for Prayer and Worship
The attributes of God deepen the quality of prayer by orienting it toward a holy and loving God.
Worship becomes more meaningful when grounded in a true knowledge of God’s nature.

Regular meditation on God’s attributes to deepen faith1.

Applying God’s holiness as a model for personal conduct2.

Trusting God’s sovereignty during challenges3.

Engaging in worship that reflects God’s majesty and love4.



Impact and Legacy of Tozer's Work
"The Knowledge of the Holy" has had a lasting influence on Christian theology and devotional life. It
remains a widely read and respected resource for those seeking a deeper understanding of God’s
nature.

Influence on Christian Thought
Tozer’s book has shaped theological education by emphasizing the importance of God's attributes in
doctrine and personal faith. Its clear presentation has made complex theological ideas accessible to
lay readers and scholars alike.

Enduring Popularity
The work continues to be a bestseller in Christian literature, valued for its timeless insights and
spiritual depth. It serves as a foundational text for study groups, pastors, and individual believers.

Contribution to Spiritual Formation
By focusing on the holiness and majesty of God, Tozer’s book encourages a transformative encounter
with the divine. Its legacy is evident in the renewed passion for God-centered worship and holiness
among readers worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Knowledge of the Holy' by
A.W. Tozer?
'The Knowledge of the Holy' primarily explores the attributes and nature of God, aiming to deepen
the reader's understanding and reverence for the divine.

How does 'The Knowledge of the Holy' define the attribute of
God's omniscience?
The book describes God's omniscience as His all-encompassing knowledge, meaning He knows
everything past, present, and future without limitation.

Why is understanding the holiness of God important according
to 'The Knowledge of the Holy'?
Understanding God's holiness is crucial because it reveals His absolute purity and moral perfection,
setting a standard for human conduct and inspiring awe and worship.



What does A.W. Tozer say about God's immutability in 'The
Knowledge of the Holy'?
Tozer emphasizes that God's immutability means He is unchanging in His nature, character, and
promises, providing a foundation of stability and trust for believers.

Can you summarize how 'The Knowledge of the Holy'
approaches the concept of God's omnipotence?
The book portrays God's omnipotence as His unlimited power to do all that is consistent with His
nature, highlighting that His power is exercised with wisdom and righteousness.

What role does reverence play in the study of God’s attributes
in 'The Knowledge of the Holy'?
Reverence is presented as a natural response to recognizing God's greatness and holiness,
encouraging humility and worship among believers.

How does 'The Knowledge of the Holy' address the
relationship between God's justice and mercy?
Tozer explains that God's justice demands righteousness and punishes sin, while His mercy offers
forgiveness and grace, both perfectly balanced in His divine nature.

What impact does 'The Knowledge of the Holy' aim to have on
its readers?
The book aims to deepen readers' spiritual insight and intimacy with God by expanding their
understanding of His attributes, thereby enhancing their faith and worship.

Additional Resources
1. The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer
This classic work explores the attributes of God and how understanding them deepens one's spiritual
life. Tozer examines qualities such as God's eternity, omniscience, and holiness, encouraging readers
to develop a more profound reverence. It is a foundational text for those seeking to grasp the nature
of God beyond surface-level beliefs.

2. Knowing God by J.I. Packer
Packer’s book is a theological exploration of God's character and how believers can cultivate a
personal relationship with Him. It delves into the attributes of God, including His love, justice, and
sovereignty, making complex concepts accessible. This book is widely regarded as essential reading
for Christian spiritual growth.

3. The Attributes of God by A.W. Pink
Pink offers a detailed study of God's attributes, focusing on their biblical foundations and practical



implications. Each chapter discusses a different attribute, such as omnipresence or immutability,
providing readers with a clear understanding of God's nature. It is a useful resource for both
personal study and teaching.

4. Knowing the Holy by J. Oswald Sanders
Sanders emphasizes the importance of holiness in the life of God and how believers are called to
reflect this attribute. The book combines theological insights with devotional reflections,
encouraging a deeper reverence for God's holiness. It is a concise and inspiring read for those
wanting to grow in their faith.

5. God’s Attributes: A Study of the Knowledge of the Holy
This book presents a comprehensive survey of divine attributes, linking classical theology with
practical Christian living. It helps readers understand how God's characteristics impact worship,
prayer, and ethical behavior. The clear explanations make it suitable for both new believers and
seasoned theologians.

6. The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul
Sproul explores the profound and awe-inspiring nature of God's holiness, revealing its significance in
the Christian life. Through biblical examples and theological analysis, the book challenges readers to
recognize the majesty and purity of God. It is a compelling call to reverence and worship.

7. Attributes of God: Study Guide
Designed as a companion to more extensive works, this study guide breaks down the knowledge of
God’s attributes into manageable lessons. It includes questions and reflections to deepen
understanding and encourage personal application. Ideal for group study or individual learning.

8. The Knowledge of the Holy: Learning to Walk with God
This devotional-style book offers insights into God’s nature and how believers can live in harmony
with His attributes daily. It blends scripture, theology, and practical advice to nurture a closer walk
with God. It’s a helpful resource for those looking to integrate doctrine with daily life.

9. God: As He Longs for You to See Him
Focusing on the intimate knowledge of God, this book reveals the personal and relational aspects of
God's character. It encourages readers to move beyond intellectual knowledge to experiential
understanding. The book is rich with illustrations and stories that make theological concepts
relatable.
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