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The Last Command is a pivotal novel in the Star Wars Expanded Universe, penned by the acclaimed
author Timothy Zahn. Released in 1993, this book serves as the concluding installment of the Thrawn
Trilogy, which also includes "Heir to the Empire" and "Dark Force Rising." Zahn's work has been
instrumental in revitalizing the Star Wars franchise in the early '90s, and "The Last Command" stands out

as a significant contribution to both the literary and cinematic Star Wars lore.
Overview of the Thrawn Trilogy

Timothy Zahn's Thrawn Trilogy is credited with introducing new characters, complex plots, and themes
that expanded the Star Wars universe. The trilogy takes place approximately five years after the events of
"Return of the Jedi" and follows the remnants of the Galactic Empire as they attempt to regain control of

the galaxy.
Key Characters
The trilogy introduces several pivotal characters, both new and familiar:

1. Grand Admiral Thrawn: A tactical genius and the primary antagonist of the series, Thrawn is known for
his strategic brilliance and his ability to understand and exploit his enemies' strengths and weaknesses.

2. Mara Jade: Once an Emperor's Hand, Mara is a multifaceted character who struggles with her past
loyalties and her burgeoning relationships with other key characters, particularly Luke Skywalker.

3. Luke Skywalker: The series continues to develop Luke's character as he grapples with his identity and
the legacy of the Jedi.

4. Princess Leia Organa: As a leader of the New Republic, Leia plays a significant role in the political
landscape of the galaxy.

5. Han Solo: The beloved rogue pilot remains a key figure, balancing his personal life with the broader

conflict.
Plot Summary of The Last Command

"The Last Command" deftly weaves together narrative threads from the previous books while introducing
new conflicts and resolutions. The story begins with the New Republic facing a significant threat from

Thrawn, who has managed to rally Imperial forces for a final push against the fledgling government.
Major Plot Points

1. Thrawn's Strategy: Thrawn utilizes his understanding of art and culture to predict his enemies' moves.
This intellectual approach to warfare puts him at a considerable advantage.
2. Mara Jade's Journey: Mara’s internal conflict is a central theme, as she navigates her feelings towards

Luke and her former allegiance to the Emperor.



3. The Jedi's Return: Luke’s quest to revive the Jedi Order is a significant subplot, culminating in his
ultimate confrontation with Thrawn.
4. The Climax: The story builds toward an epic showdown between the forces of the New Republic and

Thrawn’s Imperial fleet, highlighting themes of sacrifice, loyalty, and redemption.

Themes and Analysis

"The Last Command" explores several important themes that resonate throughout the Star Wars saga.

Redemption and Forgiveness

The theme of redemption runs deeply through Mara Jade’s character arc. Initially portrayed as an
antagonist, her journey towards forgiveness and finding her place in the galaxy is compelling. This theme
is mirrored in the broader context of the Galactic Civil War, where former enemies must navigate their

pasts to build a new future.

The Nature of Power

Zahn delves into the complexities of power through Thrawn's character. His strategic mind represents a
different approach to leadership that contrasts sharply with the brute force often employed by the Empire.
The novel raises questions about the nature of power and whether it is best wielded through fear or

respect.

Legacy and Identity

As the remaining Jedi, Luke grapples with his legacy and what it means to be a Jedi in a galaxy that has
experienced tremendous upheaval. The struggle to define one's identity in the face of external expectations

is a recurring element that resonates with readers.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Last Command" was met with critical acclaim and commercial success. It solidified
Timothy Zahn’s reputation as a masterful storyteller within the science fiction genre. The book’s intricate

plot and character development captivated fans, contributing significantly to the resurgence of interest in
the Star Wars franchise in the 1990s.

Influence on the Star Wars Universe
Zahn's work laid the groundwork for future stories in the Expanded Universe (now referred to as Star
Wars Legends). His characters and plotlines have influenced numerous subsequent novels, comics, and

even animated series.

The Legacy of Grand Admiral Thrawn



Thrawn has become one of the most iconic characters in the Star Wars universe, transcending the original
trilogy to appear in various media, including the animated series "Star Wars Rebels" and Timothy Zahn's
own sequel novels. His strategic brilliance and complex personality have made him a fan favorite and a

lasting symbol of the Empire's resilience.
Conclusion

In conclusion, Timothy Zahn's "The Last Command" is more than just a conclusion to the Thrawn Trilogy;
it is a rich tapestry of themes, character development, and narrative complexity that has left an indelible
mark on the Star Wars universe. Through the lens of this novel, readers are invited to explore the
intricacies of redemption, the nature of power, and the quest for identity—all set against the backdrop of an
epic space opera. The novel continues to resonate with fans old and new, ensuring that its legacy endures as
part of the broader Star Wars mythos. Whether you are revisiting the book or discovering it for the first

time, "The Last Command" remains a cornerstone of the Star Wars literary world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "The Last Command' by Timothy Zahn about?

'"The Last Command' is the third book in the Thrawn Trilogy, set in the Star Wars Expanded Universe. It
follows the remnants of the Empire, led by Grand Admiral Thrawn, as they attempt to defeat the New
Republic while Luke Skywalker confronts his own destiny and the dark side.

Who are the main characters in 'The Last Command'?

Key characters include Grand Admiral Thrawn, Luke Skywalker, Mara Jade, Han Solo, Princess Leia, and

the members of the New Republic as they navigate political and military challenges.

How does 'The Last Command' tie into the Star Wars universe?

'"The Last Command' expands on the events following 'Return of the Jedi,' exploring the power struggles
between the New Republic and Imperial remnants, while deepening character backstories and introducing

new elements to the lore.

What themes are explored in 'The Last Command'?

Themes in 'The Last Command' include loyalty, the struggle between good and evil, the complexity of

leadership, and the consequences of past actions on present conflicts.



What impact did "The Last Command' have on Star Wars literature?

'"The Last Command' solidified Timothy Zahn's role as a pivotal author in Star Wars literature, helping to

revitalize interest in the Expanded Universe and set a standard for future storytelling within the franchise.

Is 'The Last Command' considered a standalone book?

"The Last Command' is not a standalone book; it is the concluding part of the Thrawn Trilogy, which begins
with 'Heir to the Empire' and continues with 'Dark Force Rising,' making it essential to read the entire

trilogy for complete context.
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