
the last night of ballyhoo script
The Last Night of Ballyhoo is a poignant and humorous play written by Alfred
Uhry that delves into the complexities of Jewish identity in the American
South during the 1930s. Set in Atlanta, Georgia, just before the onset of
World War II, the play unfolds during the festive atmosphere of the annual
Ballyhoo ball, an event that symbolizes both social aspirations and cultural
conflicts. Combining humor with serious themes, Uhry reflects on the
interplay of family dynamics, social status, and the quest for identity, all
while navigating the intricacies of love and belonging.

Background and Context

The Author: Alfred Uhry
Alfred Uhry is an acclaimed playwright known for his ability to capture the
nuances of Jewish life in America. His most famous work, "Driving Miss
Daisy," won him a Pulitzer Prize, but "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" also holds
a significant place in his oeuvre. First produced in 1997, the play won the
Tony Award for Best Play and was praised for its rich character development
and historical context.

Setting the Scene
The play is set in Atlanta in December 1939, a time when the Jewish community
was grappling with its identity amid rising anti-Semitism, both in the U.S.
and abroad. The backdrop of the impending war adds a layer of tension, as
characters navigate personal and societal challenges. The setting is pivotal,
as it not only reflects the characters' internal struggles but also
emphasizes the broader historical context of Jewish life in America.

Plot Overview

Characters
The characters in "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" are richly drawn, each
representing different facets of Jewish identity and Southern culture:

1. Lala Levy - An attractive, somewhat naive young woman obsessed with social
status and romance.
2. Sunny Freitag - Lala's more grounded cousin, who is less concerned with
appearances and more focused on genuine connections.



3. Reba Freitag - Sunny's mother, who strives to maintain the family's social
position while navigating her own insecurities.
4. Adolph Freitag - Sunny and Lala's father, a successful businessman who is
deeply affected by the societal pressures surrounding him.
5. Joe Farkas - A Jewish man from New York who becomes a central figure in
the story, challenging the characters' preconceived notions about identity
and acceptance.

Storyline
The narrative revolves around the Freitags as they prepare for the Ballyhoo
ball, an event that symbolizes their social aspirations. As the story
unfolds, we witness the tensions and conflicts that arise from their
differing views on identity, acceptance, and love.

- Ballyhoo Preparations: The excitement and preparation for the Ballyhoo ball
set the stage for the characters' interactions, revealing their motivations
and desires.
- Romantic Entanglements: Lala's pursuit of a suitable partner highlights the
societal pressures surrounding marriage and social status, while Sunny's more
pragmatic approach to love contrasts sharply with Lala's fantasies.
- Family Dynamics: The play explores the complexities of family
relationships, with each character representing different responses to their
Jewish identity in a predominantly Christian society.
- Crisis and Resolution: As the night of the Ballyhoo approaches, tensions
escalate, leading to a climax that forces the characters to confront their
beliefs and desires, ultimately leading to a resolution that redefines their
understanding of identity and belonging.

Thematic Explorations

Identity and Assimilation
A central theme of "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" is the struggle for identity
and the desire for assimilation. The characters grapple with their Jewish
heritage in a society that often marginalizes them. This conflict is
particularly evident in Lala's obsession with dating a "Gentile" and Sunny's
more accepting attitude towards their Jewish roots. The play raises important
questions about what it means to belong and the sacrifices individuals make
in pursuit of acceptance.

Social Class and Status
Social status plays a significant role in the characters' interactions and
decisions. The Freitags are acutely aware of their position within the Jewish
community and the broader society. The Ballyhoo ball serves as a microcosm of



social dynamics, illustrating how class differences impact relationships and
self-worth. The play critiques the superficiality of social aspirations and
the lengths to which individuals will go to secure their place in society.

Family and Relationships
Family dynamics are intricately woven into the narrative, with each character
reflecting different aspects of familial love and conflict. The bonds between
the characters reveal the complexities of loyalty, expectation, and the
desire for acceptance. The play captures the nuances of familial
relationships, illustrating how love can be both a source of strength and a
point of contention.

Critical Reception

Awards and Accolades
Upon its debut, "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" received widespread acclaim,
winning the Tony Award for Best Play and earning a place in the canon of
significant American theater. Critics praised Uhry's ability to blend humor
with serious themes, creating a work that resonates with audiences on
multiple levels. The play's exploration of identity, family, and society
continues to be relevant, drawing audiences to its timeless themes.

Impact and Legacy
The play's impact extends beyond the stage, contributing to discussions about
Jewish identity and representation in American culture. Its nuanced portrayal
of Jewish life challenges stereotypes and encourages empathy and
understanding. As a work that speaks to the immigrant experience and the
quest for belonging, "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" remains a vital part of the
American theatrical landscape.

Conclusion
In conclusion, "The Last Night of Ballyhoo" is a masterful exploration of
identity, social status, and family dynamics within the context of Jewish
life in the American South. Alfred Uhry's deft storytelling and rich
character development invite audiences to reflect on their own experiences of
belonging and acceptance. The play's humor and poignancy resonate across
generations, making it a timeless piece that continues to spark dialogue
about the complexities of cultural identity. As we delve into the layers of
this remarkable work, we are reminded of the enduring power of theater to
shine a light on our shared human experiences, fostering understanding and
connection in an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Last Night of
Ballyhoo'?
The main theme revolves around the exploration of Jewish identity in the
1930s, particularly the social dynamics within a Jewish community in Atlanta,
Georgia, as they navigate issues of class, assimilation, and cultural
identity.

Who is the playwright of 'The Last Night of
Ballyhoo'?
The play was written by Alfred Uhry, who is also known for his Pulitzer
Prize-winning work 'Driving Miss Daisy'.

What historical context does 'The Last Night of
Ballyhoo' provide?
The play is set in December 1939, coinciding with the premiere of 'Gone with
the Wind', and reflects the socio-political climate of the time, including
the tensions in the Jewish community regarding their place in American
society amid rising anti-Semitism.

What are the key character dynamics in 'The Last
Night of Ballyhoo'?
The key character dynamics involve the relationship between Lala Levy, a
young Jewish woman struggling with her identity, and her family's
expectations, as well as her interactions with Joe Farkas, a more assimilated
Jewish man, highlighting themes of love, acceptance, and cultural belonging.

How does 'The Last Night of Ballyhoo' address issues
of class among Jewish families?
The play highlights the class distinctions within the Jewish community,
particularly between the upper-class, more assimilated families and those who
are more traditional, illustrating how these class differences impact social
interactions and personal relationships.

What role does humor play in 'The Last Night of
Ballyhoo'?
Humor plays a significant role in the play, serving as a vehicle for both
character development and the exploration of serious themes, allowing the
audience to engage with the complexities of the characters' lives while also



providing moments of levity.
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