
the law of life commonlit answers

The law of life commonlit answers are an essential resource for students and educators alike,

particularly for those who are studying the classic short story by Jack London. This literary piece

explores themes of survival, nature, and the inevitability of death, all while providing rich material for

analysis and discussion. In this article, we will delve into the story's key elements, themes, and

characters, as well as provide insights into how to approach CommonLit questions related to "The Law

of Life."

Understanding the Story

Jack London’s "The Law of Life" tells the story of an old man named Koskoosh, who reflects on his life

as he faces death in a harsh, unforgiving landscape. Set in the wilderness of the Yukon, the narrative

paints a vivid picture of the struggles of life and the acceptance of death.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Koskoosh, who has become too weak to continue his journey with his tribe. As

he is left behind to die, he reminisces about his past experiences, the laws of nature, and how survival

often comes at the cost of others. The narrative is structured around his memories, which highlight

both the beauty and brutality of life in the wild.

Key Themes

Several themes are prevalent in "The Law of Life," making it a rich text for analysis:



The Cycle of Life and Death: The story emphasizes that death is an integral part of life, and all

living beings must eventually face it.

Survival of the Fittest: The harsh realities of nature are depicted as unforgiving; only the strong

survive.

The Role of Memory: Koskoosh’s reflections illustrate the significance of memories and

experiences that shape one’s identity.

Isolation and Acceptance: The story explores the theme of isolation, not just physically but also

emotionally, and the acceptance of one’s fate.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Law of Life" are pivotal in conveying the story's themes. Below are key figures:

Koskoosh

Koskoosh is the protagonist and represents the struggles of aging and the inevitability of death. His

reflections reveal his understanding of the law of nature, which dictates that life must continue even in

the face of loss.

The Tribe

Koskoosh’s tribe symbolizes the broader human experience. Their decision to leave him behind

illustrates the harsh realities of survival, where individual needs are often sacrificed for the greater



good of the community.

CommonLit Questions and Answers

When studying "The Law of Life," students often turn to CommonLit for assistance with comprehension

questions and analysis. Here are some common types of questions you might encounter:

Comprehension Questions

1. What is the significance of the title "The Law of Life"?

- The title reflects the natural laws governing life and death, emphasizing that survival is not

guaranteed and that death is an unavoidable part of existence.

2. How does Koskoosh perceive his impending death?

- Koskoosh accepts his fate with a sense of understanding and peace, recognizing that his life

experiences were part of a larger cycle.

3. What role does memory play in Koskoosh's final moments?

- Memory serves as a comfort for Koskoosh, allowing him to reflect on his past and find meaning in his

life as he faces death.

Analysis Questions

1. Discuss the theme of survival in the story. How does it manifest in Koskoosh’s thoughts?

- Survival is a central theme, manifesting in Koskoosh’s memories of past challenges and the harsh

realities of nature. His reflections reveal the instinctual drive to survive, even as he acknowledges his

own limitations.



2. How does London use imagery to enhance the story's themes?

- London employs vivid imagery to depict the brutal landscape and the struggle for survival, enhancing

the reader's understanding of the natural world's indifference to individual lives.

Studying for Analysis

To effectively study "The Law of Life" and prepare for questions on CommonLit, consider the following

strategies:

Close Reading

Take time to read the text closely, paying attention to language, imagery, and structure. Annotate

passages that stand out to you, particularly those that relate to the key themes and characters.

Discussion and Group Work

Engage in discussions with peers or educators to explore different interpretations of the text. Group

discussions can provide new insights and deepen your understanding of complex themes.

Practice Writing Responses

Practice writing short answers to potential CommonLit questions. Focus on developing clear, concise

responses that incorporate textual evidence to support your arguments.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the law of life commonlit answers serve as a valuable tool for students delving into Jack

London’s thought-provoking story. By understanding the plot, themes, and characters, readers can

enhance their comprehension and analytical skills. Engaging with the text through various study

techniques will not only prepare students for assessments but also foster a deeper appreciation for the

complexities of life and death as depicted in literature. As you explore "The Law of Life," remember

that each reflection, question, and discussion contributes to a richer understanding of this timeless

narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Law of Life'?

The main theme of 'The Law of Life' is the inevitability of death and the natural cycle of life,

emphasizing how all living beings must accept their fate.

How does the character of Koskoosh represent the concept of

survival?

Koskoosh represents survival by embodying the struggle against nature and the acceptance of the

harsh realities of life, showcasing the instinctual drive to endure despite aging and impending death.

What role does nature play in 'The Law of Life'?

Nature plays a crucial role in 'The Law of Life' as it serves as both a backdrop and a force that

dictates the laws of existence, reflecting the cycle of life and death that all creatures must navigate.



How does the story illustrate the concept of generational change?

The story illustrates generational change through Koskoosh's reflections on his life and the inevitability

of the younger generation taking over, highlighting the continuity and transition within the natural order.

What literary techniques does Jack London use in 'The Law of Life'?

Jack London employs techniques such as symbolism, foreshadowing, and vivid imagery to convey

deep themes about life, death, and the natural world, enhancing the emotional impact of the narrative.

What is the significance of the title 'The Law of Life'?

The title 'The Law of Life' signifies the universal truth that life is governed by inherent laws, such as

the inevitability of death, and reflects the philosophical contemplation of existence and mortality.
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