
the legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie
depaola
the legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola is a captivating children's book that
weaves Native American folklore with beautiful illustrations and a heartfelt narrative. This timeless
story, penned and illustrated by Tomie dePaola, explores themes of courage, creativity, and destiny
through the journey of a young boy named Little Gopher. Known for its lyrical prose and vibrant
imagery, the book captures the imagination of readers while imparting cultural values and artistic
inspiration. This article delves into the background of the story, its plot, characters, themes, and the
unique artistic style of Tomie dePaola. Additionally, it discusses the educational value of the book and
its place in children’s literature. Readers interested in folklore, Native American culture, and quality
children’s storytelling will find this overview insightful. The following table of contents outlines the key
aspects covered in this comprehensive exploration of the legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie
depaola.
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Background and Author
The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola was first published in 1988 and has since
become a beloved classic in children's literature. Tomie dePaola, an acclaimed author and illustrator,
has a prolific career spanning several decades, with over 260 books to his name. His work often
reflects a deep appreciation for folklore, tradition, and simple yet profound storytelling. DePaola’s
Native American heritage and fascination with indigenous cultures inspired him to create this
particular legend, which pays homage to Native American myths and the natural world.

DePaola’s background as both an artist and storyteller allows him to craft narratives that resonate
emotionally while visually enchanting young readers. The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie
depaola is part of his broader oeuvre that celebrates cultural heritage and imaginative tales that
encourage children to explore creativity and self-expression.



Plot Summary
The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola tells the story of Little Gopher, a young boy who
longs to be a great artist. Despite his tribe's expectations that boys should be warriors, Little Gopher
feels drawn to painting and dreams of creating something beautiful. After a vision quest, he discovers
a magical plant with bright red flowers, which he uses to paint the sky with brilliant colors at sunset.
His art brings beauty to the world and earns him respect from his people.

The narrative is simple yet profound, emphasizing perseverance, following one’s passion, and the
power of creativity. The story’s mythical elements and vivid descriptions of nature make it engaging
and memorable for children and adults alike.

Key Events

Little Gopher’s struggle with tribe expectations

The vision quest and discovery of the magical plant

The creation of the legendary paintbrush

The painting of the sunset sky

Recognition and acceptance by the tribe

Main Characters
The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola features a concise cast of characters, each
serving a specific role in the narrative’s development. The protagonist, Little Gopher, embodies the
spirit of creativity and determination. His desire to create art in a culture that values warrior skills
highlights the central conflict of individuality versus tradition.

Little Gopher
As the main character, Little Gopher is a young boy with a passion for painting. His journey represents
the pursuit of dreams and the courage to defy societal norms. His artistic talent becomes a symbol of
beauty and transformation.

The Tribe
The tribe represents the community and cultural expectations. While initially skeptical of Little
Gopher's ambitions, they ultimately recognize the value of his gift, illustrating themes of acceptance
and appreciation of diverse talents.



Themes and Messages
The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola explores several important themes that
resonate with readers of all ages. The story encourages embracing individuality and following one’s
passion despite external pressures. It also underscores the significance of creativity as a form of
expression and contribution to community life.

Other themes include:

Courage and perseverance: Little Gopher’s determination to pursue art despite challenges.

Connection with nature: The discovery of the magical plant symbolizes harmony with the
natural world.

Cultural heritage: Respect for traditions balanced with personal growth.

Transformation and legacy: How one’s unique gifts can leave a lasting impact.

Artistic Style and Illustrations
Tomie dePaola’s illustrations in the legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola are
characterized by their warm, inviting colors and simple yet expressive line work. His use of earthy
tones combined with vibrant reds captures the essence of the story’s natural and mythical elements.
The artwork complements the narrative by visually reinforcing the themes of creativity and cultural
identity.

DePaola’s style is accessible to young readers, drawing them into the story while also providing adults
with rich imagery that reflects the story’s mood and setting. The illustrations serve as an integral part
of the storytelling, making the book a multisensory experience.

Visual Elements

Bold use of red hues representing the paintbrush flowers

Depictions of Native American landscapes and traditional clothing

Expressive character portrayals that convey emotion and personality

Natural motifs emphasizing the connection between humans and the environment



Educational Value and Cultural Significance
The legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola offers substantial educational benefits, making
it a valuable resource for classrooms and libraries. The book introduces young readers to Native
American folklore and artistic expression in an accessible manner. It fosters cultural awareness and
appreciation by presenting a story rooted in indigenous tradition with respect and authenticity.

Educators use the book to:

Discuss themes of creativity and self-expression

Explore Native American culture and mythology

Encourage discussions about following one’s dreams

Incorporate art activities inspired by the story

Promote literacy through engaging storytelling

The legend’s emphasis on harmony with nature and respect for cultural values also provides a
platform for environmental and social studies, enriching interdisciplinary learning experiences.

Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, the legend of the indian paintbrush by tomie depaola has received widespread
acclaim for its heartfelt storytelling and beautiful illustrations. It has become a staple in children’s
literature and is frequently recommended for young readers interested in folklore, art, and cultural
narratives. Critics praise the book for its gentle portrayal of Native American traditions and its ability
to inspire creativity.

The story’s enduring popularity has led to its inclusion in numerous reading programs and educational
curricula. Tomie dePaola’s work continues to influence new generations of readers and artists,
solidifying the legend of the indian paintbrush as a cherished classic. Its legacy endures as a
testament to the power of art and the importance of honoring one’s heritage while embracing
personal gifts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Legend of the Indian
Paintbrush' by Tomie dePaola?
'The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush' explores themes of creativity, self-expression, and following
one's dreams despite challenges.



Who is the protagonist in 'The Legend of the Indian
Paintbrush'?
The protagonist is a young Native American boy named Little Gopher who dreams of becoming an
artist.

How does Little Gopher express his creativity in the story?
Little Gopher expresses his creativity through painting and eventually creates beautiful images
inspired by the colors of nature.

What cultural elements are depicted in 'The Legend of the
Indian Paintbrush'?
The story incorporates Native American culture, traditions, and legends, especially those related to
art and nature.

Why is the Indian paintbrush flower significant in the story?
The Indian paintbrush flower symbolizes artistic inspiration and is central to the legend that explains
how the flower got its colors.

What message does Tomie dePaola convey through this book?
Tomie dePaola conveys the message that following one's passion and embracing creativity can lead
to personal fulfillment and contribute to cultural heritage.

Is 'The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush' based on a true
story?
The book is a fictional tale inspired by Native American legends and folklore, not a true historical
account.

How does 'The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush' encourage
children?
It encourages children to believe in their talents and to pursue their dreams, highlighting the
importance of perseverance and imagination.

What role does nature play in the story?
Nature is a source of inspiration and beauty in the story, with elements like the Indian paintbrush
flower playing a symbolic role.

How are illustrations used in 'The Legend of the Indian



Paintbrush'?
The illustrations by Tomie dePaola complement the narrative by vividly depicting scenes, cultural
details, and the colorful inspiration behind the story.

Additional Resources
1. The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush by Tomie dePaola
This beautifully illustrated book tells the story of Little Gopher, a young Native American boy who
dreams of painting the colors of the sunset. When his people forbid him from hunting, he finds
another way to share his gift with the tribe. The tale celebrates creativity, courage, and the power of
art to transform the world.

2. Arrow to the Sun: A Pueblo Indian Tale by Gerald McDermott
A vibrant retelling of a traditional Pueblo story, this book follows a young boy on a quest to find his
father, the Sun. Richly illustrated with bold colors and geometric designs, it explores themes of
identity, bravery, and the connection between humans and nature.

3. When the Shadbush Blooms by Carla Messinger
This story centers on a Native American girl named Willow who learns about the significance of the
shadbush tree through her family's traditions. It highlights the importance of cultural heritage and the
natural world in Native American life.

4. Sky Tree: Seeing Science Through Art by Thomas Locker
Inspired by Native American legends, this book combines storytelling with scientific concepts about
nature. It follows a community’s efforts to save a sacred tree, blending myth and environmental
awareness with stunning artwork.

5. How Chipmunk Got His Stripes by Joseph Bruchac
A Native American folktale explaining how Chipmunk received his distinctive stripes, this engaging
story is filled with humor and wisdom. It introduces readers to cultural storytelling traditions and the
lessons they impart.

6. The Rough-Face Girl by Rafe Martin
A Native American Cinderella story, this book tells of a brave and kind girl who, despite hardship and
scorn, wins the heart of a powerful invisible being. The narrative emphasizes inner beauty, resilience,
and the power of kindness.

7. Grandmother Spider Brings the Sun by Joy Harjo
This poetic retelling recounts how Grandmother Spider brought the sun to the earth, illuminating the
world. It reflects Native American perspectives on creation, light, and the interconnectedness of all
living things.

8. Cheyenne Again by Eve Bunting
The story follows a young Cheyenne boy who is sent away to a boarding school but yearns to
reconnect with his Native American heritage. It addresses themes of cultural identity, loss, and the
importance of remembering one's roots.

9. The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses by Paul Goble
Based on a Native American legend, this book tells about a girl who has a deep connection with wild



horses and chooses to live among them. The story celebrates freedom, harmony with nature, and the
bond between humans and animals.
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