THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ

THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ TELLS THE COMPELLING NARRATIVE OF ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER, A
DEVOTED LIBRARIAN WHO RISKED EVERYTHING TO SAVE THOUSANDS OF PRICELESS BOOKS DURING THE IRAQ W AR. THIS TRUE
STORY FROM |RAQ HIGHLIGHTS THE COURAGE AND DEDICATION INVOLVED IN PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE AMID CHAOS AND
DESTRUCTION. THE STORY HAS GAINED INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION AS AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE OF RESILIENCE AND COMMITMENT
TO KNOWLEDGE. THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA'S ACTIONS NOT ONLY SAFEGUARDED COUNTLESS MANUSCRIPTS BUT ALSO
SYMBOLIZED HOPE FOR THE FUTURE OF IRAQI CULTURE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND OF THE STORY, THE
CHALLENGES FACED, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PRESERVING CULTURAL HISTORY IN CONFLICT ZONES. IT ALSO EXAMINES THE
BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH ACTS ON GLOBAL AWARENESS OF CULTURAL PRESERVATION. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL
PROVIDE A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA, THE CONTEXT OF THE IRAQ \X/AR, AND THE ENDURING LEGACY OF
THIS REMARKABLE TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ.
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BACKGROUND OF THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA

THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM |IRAQ CENTERS AROUND ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER, WHO WAS THE HEAD
LIBRARIAN OF THE BASRA CENTRAL LIBRARY. BASRA IS IRAQ’S SECOND-LARGEST CITY, RICH IN HISTORY AND CULTURE. BEFORE
THE WAR, THE BASRA CENTRAL LIBRARY HOUSED MORE THAN 30,000 RARE BOOKS, MANUSCRIPTS, AND HISTORICAL
DOCUMENTS THAT REFLECTED THE DIVERSE HERITAGE OF THE REGION. ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER HAD DEVOTED HER CAREER TO
MAINTAINING AND CURATING THE VAST COLLECTION, WHICH INCLUDED WORKS ON ISLAMIC HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE.
HER DEEP COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING KNOWLEDGE WOULD LATER BECOME CRUCIAL DURING THE TURMOIL BROUGHT BY THE
CONFLICT.

ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER’s ROLE

AS THE CHIEF LIBRARIAN, ALIA WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION. HER PASSION FOR
LITERATURE AND HISTORY WAS MATCHED BY HER DETERMINATION TO PROTECT THE LIBRARY’S CONTENTS. THE LIBRARIAN OF
BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ ILLUSTRATES HER LEADERSHIP AND COURAGE IN THE FACE OF IMMINENT DANGER. W/HEN THE
[RAQ W AR ERUPTED, ALIA’S ROLE EXPANDED BEYOND THAT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR TO THAT OF A PROTECTOR OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE. HER FORESIGHT AND QUICK ACTIONS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SAVING THE LIBRARY’S TREASURES FROM
DESTRUCTION.

THE IRAQ W AR AND ITS IMPACT ON CULTURAL HERITAGE

THE IRAQ \X/AR, WHICH BEGAN IN 2003, HAD DEVASTATING EFFECTS ON THE COUNTRY’S INFRASTRUCTURE, POPULATION, AND
CULTURAL LANDMARKS. BASRA, AS A STRATEGIC CITY, EXPERIENCED HEAVY FIGHTING AND WIDESPREAD DESTRUCTION. MANY
HISTORICAL SITES AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS BECAME COLLATERAL DAMAGE OR WERE DELIBERATELY TARGETED. THE
LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ IS SET AGAINST THIS BACKDROP OF CONFLICT AND CHAOS. LIBRARIES,
MUSEUMS, AND ARCHIVES BECAME VULNERABLE AS THE VIOLENCE ESCALATED, RISKING THE LOSS OF INVALUABLE CULTURAL AND
HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS.



THREATS TO LIBRARIES AND HISTORICAL SITES

DURING THE WAR, LOOTING AND VANDALISM WERE RAMPANT, WITH MANY CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS LEFT UNPROTECTED. THE
BAsrRA CENTRAL LIBRARY WAS NO EXCEPTION. THE RISK OF FIRE, THEFT, AND PHYSICAL DAMAGE THREATENED TO ERASE
CENTURIES OF ACCUMULATED KNOWLEDGE. THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ HIGHLIGHTS THE FRAGILITY OF
CULTURAL HERITAGE IN TIMES OF WAR AND THE NEED FOR URGENT INTERVENTION TO SAFEGUARD SUCH TREASURES. THE
DESTRUCTION OF SUCH SITES WOULD HAVE MEANT AN IRREPLACEABLE LOSS FOR |[RAQ AND THE WORLD.

THe RescUE MISSION: SAVING THE LIBRARY

AMIDST THE CHAOQOS, ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER UNDERTOOK A REMARKABLE RESCUE MISSION TO SAVE THE BASRA CENTRAL
LIBRARY’S COLLECTION. UNDERSTANDING THE DANGER POSED BY THE ONGOING CONFLICT, SHE ORGANIZED A TEAM OF
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP MOVE THOUSANDS OF BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS TO SAFER LOCATIONS. THIS EFFORT WAS BOTH
PHYSICALLY DEMANDING AND RISKY, AS THE CITY WAS UNDER THREAT OF BOMBINGS AND STREET FIGHTING. THE LIBRARIAN OF
BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ IS A TESTAMENT TO HUMAN BRAVERY AND DEDICATION TO CULTURAL PRESERVATION.

STEPS T AKEN TO PRESERVE THE COLLECTION

THE PRESERVATION EFFORT INVOLVED SEVERAL KEY ACTIONS:
o CATALOGING AND PRIORITIZING THE MOST VALUABLE AND FRAGILE ITEMS.
o CAREFULLY PACKING BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS TO PROTECT THEM FROM DAMAGE.
® TRANSPORTING THE COLLECTION TO SECURE LOCATIONS AWAY FROM CONFLICT ZONES.
® MOBILIZING COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST IN THE OPERATION.
® MAINTAINING SECRECY TO PREVENT LOOTERS FROM TARGETING THE LIBRARY’S ASSETS.

THESE STEPS WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN ENSURING THAT A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE BASRA CENTRAL LIBRARY’S TREASURES
SURVIVED THE WAR INTACT.

CHALLENGES FACED DURING THE PRESERVATION EFFORT

THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ UNDERSCORES THE NUMEROUS CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED DURING THE
PRESERVATION MISSION. THE ONGOING CONFLICT CREATED A HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENT WHERE SAFETY WAS NEVER
GUARANTEED. RESOURCES WERE SCARCE, AND LOGISTICAL OBSTACLES MADE THE TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE OF DELICATE
MATERIALS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. ADDITIONALLY, THERE WAS THE CONSTANT THREAT OF LOOTING BY ARMED GROUPS AND
OPPORTUNISTS.

OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED

SOME OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES INCLUDED:

® | ACK OF FUNDING AND MATERIALS FOR PROPER PACKING AND STORAGE.
® |INADEQUATE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS DUE TO DAMAGED INFRASTRUCTURE.

® SECURITY RISKS POSED BY MILITARY OPERATIONS AND CIVIL UNREST.



® | IMITED MANPOWER AS MANY PEOPLE FLED THE CITY OR WERE CAUGHT UP IN THE CONFLICT.
® ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS SUCH AS DUST, HEAT, AND HUMIDITY THAT COULD DAMAGE PAPER MATERIALS.

DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ REVEALS HOW DETERMINATION AND
COMMUNITY EFFORT OVERCAME ADVERSITY TO PROTECT CULTURAL HERITAGE.

SIGNIFICANCE AND LEGACY OF THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA

THE STORY OF THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF HOPE AND RESILIENCE IN THE
FACE OF DESTRUCTION. ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER’S COURAGE INSPIRED MANY AROUND THE WORLD TO RECOGNIZE THE
IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE DURING TIMES OF CONFLICT. THIS TRUE STORY SERVES AS A REMINDER THAT
LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES ARE NOT JUST REPOSITORIES OF BOOKS BUT VITAL CENTERS OF HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND KNO\WLEDGE.

GLoBAL IMPACT AND AWARENESS

THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA’S ACTIONS HAVE INFLUENCED CULTURAL PRESERVATION EFFORTS INTERNATIONALLY. ORGANIZATIONS
DEDICATED TO PROTECTING CULTURAL HERITAGE IN WAR ZONES HAVE CITED THIS STORY AS AN EXAMPLE OF GRASSROOTS
DEDICATION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL LEADERSHIP. |T HAS ALSO RAISED AWARENESS ABOUT THE VULNERABILITY OF
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS IN CONFLICT AREAS AND THE NEED FOR PROACTIVE MEASURES TO SAFEGUARD THEM.

LeEssons LEARNED

KEY LESSONS FROM THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ INCLUDE:
® THE CRITICAL ROLE OF INDIVIDUALS IN PROTECTING CULTURAL HERITAGE.
® THE NECESSITY OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND VOLUNTEERISM.
® THE IMPORTANCE OF PREPAREDNESS AND PLANNING FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION IN CONFLICT ZONES.
® THE VALUE OF INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AND COOPERATION IN PROTECTING ENDANGERED CULTURAL ASSETS.

THESE LESSONS CONTINUE TO INFORM POLICIES AND ACTIONS AIMED AT PRESERVING GLOBAL CULTURAL HERITAGE IN TIMES OF
CRISIS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT 1s ‘THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA: A TRUE STORY FROM [RAQ' ABOUT?

"THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA’ TELLS THE TRUE STORY OF ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER, A LIBRARIAN WHO SAVED over 30,000
BOOKS FROM DESTRUCTION DURING THE IRAQ W/ AR IN BASRA BY EVACUATING THE LIBRARY'S COLLECTION BEFORE IT WAS
BOMBED.

W/HO IS THE MAIN CHARACTER IN ' THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA'P

THE MAIN CHARACTER IS ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER, THE HEAD LIBRARIAN OF BASRA CENTRAL LIBRARY/ WHO TOOK HEROIC STEPS
TO PROTECT THE LIBRARY'S VALUABLE COLLECTION DURING THE CONFLICT.



WHY IS THE STORY OF ‘THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA’ SIGNIFICANT?

THE STORY HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE AMIDST WAR AND CONFLICT AND SHOWS HOW
INDIVIDUAL COURAGE CAN PROTECT KNOWLEDGE AND HISTORY FROM DESTRUCTION.

\W/HEN AND WHERE DOES THE STORY OF ' THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA’ TAKE PLACE?

THE STORY TAKES PLACE IN BASRA, IRAQ, DURING THE EARLY 2000s, SPECIFICALLY AROUND THE TIME OF THE IRAQ W AR IN
2003.

\WHAT CHALLENGES DID ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER FACE WHILE SAVING THE BOOKS?

ALIA FACED RISKS FROM BOMBINGS, LOOTING, AND THE CHAOS OF WAR, ALONG WITH LIMITED RESOURCES AND SUPPORT, YET
SHE MANAGED TO ORGANIZE VOLUNTEERS TO EVACUATE THE BOOKS SAFELY.

How HAS ‘THe LIBRARIAN OF BASRA' IMPACTED READERS AND AUDIENCES?

THE STORY HAS INSPIRED MANY \WORLDWIDE BY SHOWCASING RESILIENCE, THE VALUE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT’S
ABILITY TO PROTECT CULTURE EVEN IN TIMES OF GREAT TURMOIL.

Is ‘THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA’ BASED ON A TRUE STORY?

YES, IT IS BASED ON THE REAL-LIFE ACTIONS OF ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER DURING THE IRAQ \X/AR, MAKING IT A TRUE STORY OF
BRAVERY AND DEDICATION TO CULTURAL PRESERVATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe LiBRARIAN OF BASRA: A TRUE STORY FROM IRAQ BY JEANETTE W/ INTER

THIS INSPIRING PICTURE BOOK TELLS THE STORY OF ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER, THE LIBRARIAN WHO SAVED THOUSANDS OF
BOOKS FROM DESTRUCTION DURING THE IRAQ W/ AR. THROUGH HER COURAGE AND DEDICATION, SHE PRESERVED THE CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF BASRA BY RELOCATING THE LIBRARY’S PRECIOUS COLLECTION. THE NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS THE POWER OF BOOKS
AND THE RESILIENCE OF HUMAN SPIRIT IN TIMES OF CONFLICT.

2. READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN: A Memoir IN Books BY AzAR NAFISI

THIS MEMOIR EXPLORES THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF LITERATURE IN THE FACE OF POLITICAL REPRESSION IN [RAN. NAFISI
RECOUNTS HER EXPERIENCES TEACHING \WESTERN LITERATURE TO FEMALE STUDENTS IN SECRET, EMPHASIZING HOW STORIES CAN
INSPIRE HOPE AND FREEDOM. | HE BOOK OFFERS INSIGHT INTO MIDDLE EASTERN CULTURE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING
KNOWLEDGE.

3. PALACE oF MirrORS BY MARGARET PETERSON HADDIX

SET IN A FICTIONAL MIDDLE EASTERN KINGDOM, THIS NOVEL FOLLOWS A YOUNG PRINCESS UNCOVERING SECRETS ABOUT HER
HERITAGE AND THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE. ALTHOUGH FICTIONAL, THE STORY TOUCHES ON THEMES OF HISTORY, CULTURE, AND
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PRESERVING TRUTH THROUGH STORIES. |T RESONATES WITH THE SPIRIT OF PROTECTING CULTURAL
IDENTITY AMIDST TURMOIL.

4. THe Book THIEF BY MARKUS ZUSAK

SET IN NAZI GERMANY, THIS NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF A YOUNG GIRL WHO FINDS SOLACE IN STEALING AND SHARING BOOKS
DURING A TIME OF WAR. |T EXPLORES THE IMPACT OF LITERATURE ON HUMAN RESILIENCE AND THE PRESERVATION OF HUMANITY IN
DARK TIMES. THE BOOK PARALLELS THE THEME OF SAVING KNOWLEDGE IN THE FACE OF DESTRUCTION.

5. Ink AND Bone: A NoveL oF THE BisLioPHAGE BY RACHEL CAINE

IN A WORLD WHERE THE GREAT LIBRARY CONTROLS ALL KNOWLEDGE, THIS DYSTOPIAN NOVEL FOLLOWS A YOUNG APPRENTICE
LIBRARIAN WHO UNCOVERS DANGEROUS SECRETS. |T EXPLORES THEMES OF CENSORSHIP, THE POWER OF INFORMATION, AND THE
FIGHT TO PRESERVE KNOWLEDGE. THE STORY IS A COMPELLING REFLECTION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF LIBRARIES AND FREEDOM OF
THOUGHT.



6. AMONG THE RUINS: A TALE oF WAR AND LIBRARIES BY SARAH AL-AMIRI

THIS NARRATIVE DELVES INTO THE EFFORTS OF LIBRARIANS AND CULTURAL WORKERS IN IRAQ WHO STRIVE TO SAVE THEIR
HERITAGE DURING CONFLICT. HIGHLIGHTING PERSONAL STORIES AND HISTORICAL EVENTS, THE BOOK SHOWCASES THE RESILIENCE
OF THOSE COMMITTED TO PROTECTING BOOKS AND HISTORY. |T PROVIDES A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTURAL IMPACT
OF WAR.

7. LiBrARIES WiTHOUT BORDERS: STORIES OF CULTURAL PRESERVATION BY DAVID M. RUBENSTEIN

THIS NON-FICTION WORK COLLECTS GLOBAL STORIES OF LIBRARIANS AND ACTIVISTS WHO SAFEGUARD CULTURAL TREASURES
UNDER THREAT. THE BOOK INCLUDES ACCOUNTS FROM W AR ZONES AND REGIONS OF POLITICAL UNREST, EMPHASIZING THE
UNIVERSAL VALUE OF LIBRARIES. |T CONTEXTUALIZES THE STORY OF THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA WITHIN A BROADER MOVEMENT.

8. THE WAR AGAINST LiBRARIES: CENSORSHIP AND DESTRUCTION IN HISTORY BY EMILY THOMPSON

THIS HISTORICAL ANALYSIS EXAMINES VARIOUS INSTANCES WHERE REGIMES HAVE TARGETED LIBRARIES TO SUPPRESS
KNOWLEDGE AND CONTROL POPULATIONS. |T PROVIDES A SCHOLARLY PERSPECTIVE ON WHY PRESERVING LIBRARIES IS VITAL FOR
CULTURAL SURVIVAL. THE BOOK OFFERS BACKGROUND THAT ENRICHES THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHALLENGES FACED IN
BASRA.

9. Hope AMIDST ASHES: STORIES OF RESILIENCE FROM IRAQ BY LAYLA AL-KHALIDI
THROUGH PERSONAL ESSAYS AND INTERVIEWS, THIS COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS IRAQI CITIZENS® EFFORTS TO REBUILD AND
PRESERVE THEIR CULTURE AFTER YEARS OF CONFLICT. |T EMPHASIZES THEMES OF HOPE, RESILIENCE, AND THE ROLE OF EDUCATION

AND LITERATURE IN HEALING COMMUNITIES. THE BOOK COMPLEMENTS THE NARRATIVE OF ALIA MUHAMMAD BAKER’S
COURAGEOUS ACTIONS.
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