the lion the witch and the wardrobe study
guide

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Study Guide is an essential resource for anyone looking
to delve deeper into C.S. Lewis's classic children's novel. This enchanting story, first published in
1950, is part of the "Chronicles of Narnia" series and has captivated readers of all ages with its rich
themes, memorable characters, and profound messages. This study guide will provide a
comprehensive overview of the book, including character analysis, themes, plot summary, and
discussion questions, making it a valuable tool for both students and educators.

Overview of the Story

"The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" follows the adventures of four siblings—Peter, Susan,
Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—who are evacuated to the countryside during World War II. While
exploring their temporary home, Lucy discovers a magical wardrobe that leads to the land of Narnia,
a place filled with talking animals, mythical creatures, and an eternal winter imposed by the White
Witch. The siblings eventually join forces with Aslan, the great lion, to defeat the Witch and restore
peace to Narnia.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" are richly developed and represent
various human virtues and flaws. Here is a closer look at the main characters:

1. Peter Pevensie

Peter is the oldest of the Pevensie siblings. He is brave, responsible, and protective of his younger
siblings. As the leader of the group, he plays a crucial role in the battle against the White Witch.

2. Susan Pevensie

Susan is the second oldest and is characterized by her practicality and level-headedness. While she
often acts as the voice of reason, she sometimes struggles with her faith in the magical elements of
Narnia.

3. Edmund Pevensie

Edmund is the middle child and initially a source of conflict. He is tempted by the White Witch with
promises of power and Turkish Delight, but his character undergoes significant development as he
seeks redemption.



4, Lucy Pevensie

Lucy is the youngest sibling and the first to discover Narnia. She embodies innocence and curiosity
and serves as a bridge between the human world and the magical realm.

5. Aslan

Aslan is the great lion and the true king of Narnia. He symbolizes goodness, sacrifice, and
redemption. His character is often interpreted as a Christ figure, representing themes of
resurrection and hope.

6. The White Witch

The primary antagonist of the story, the White Witch represents evil and tyranny. She has cast a
spell of eternal winter over Narnia and is determined to maintain her power at all costs.

Themes

"The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" explores several significant themes that resonate with
readers, making it a rich subject for analysis.

1. Good vs. Evil

One of the central themes of the novel is the struggle between good and evil. Aslan represents good,
while the White Witch embodies evil. The conflict between these forces drives the narrative and
serves as a metaphor for the moral choices individuals face.

2. Redemption and Forgiveness

Edmund's journey illustrates the theme of redemption. His initial betrayal of his siblings leads him
down a dark path, but he ultimately seeks forgiveness and is redeemed through Aslan's sacrifice.
This theme emphasizes the importance of repentance and the possibility of change.

3. Sacrifice

Sacrifice is a recurring motif throughout the story, notably embodied in Aslan's selfless act to save
Edmund. This theme highlights the idea that true love often requires personal sacrifice for the well-
being of others.

4. Faith and Belief

The characters’ varying degrees of faith in Narnia and Aslan reflect the theme of belief. Lucy’s
unwavering faith contrasts with Edmund’s skepticism, demonstrating how belief can affect one's
experiences and relationships.



5. The Power of Choice

The Pevensie siblings are faced with numerous choices throughout their adventure, and their
decisions ultimately shape their destinies. The novel emphasizes the importance of making moral
choices and taking responsibility for those choices.

Plot Summary

To fully appreciate "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe," it is helpful to have a concise plot
summary that outlines the key events of the story:

1. The Pevensie siblings are evacuated to the countryside during World War II.

2. Lucy discovers the wardrobe that leads to Narnia and meets Mr. Tumnus, the faun.

3. Edmund follows Lucy into Narnia and meets the White Witch, who tempts him with enchanted
food.

4. All four siblings enter Narnia together and learn about the prophecy of their roles in defeating
the White Witch.

5. They ally with Aslan, who leads them in a battle against the Witch's forces.

6. Aslan sacrifices himself to save Edmund but later resurrects, symbolizing hope and
redemption.

7. The Pevensies defeat the White Witch, fulfilling the prophecy, and rule Narnia for many years.

8. Eventually, they return to the real world, where no time has passed.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text through discussion questions can deepen understanding and provoke critical
thinking. Here are some questions to consider:

e What are the characteristics that define good and evil in the story? How do these traits
manifest in the characters?

e How does Edmund's character evolve throughout the novel? What lessons about forgiveness
and redemption can we draw from his journey?

e In what ways does C.S. Lewis use allegory in the story? How do the characters and events
reflect larger themes of faith and sacrifice?



e What role does the setting of Narnia play in the development of the plot and the characters?
How does it enhance the magical elements of the story?

e How do the siblings' individual personalities contribute to their collective success in Narnia?
What does this say about teamwork and cooperation?

e What messages about childhood and imagination can be drawn from the Pevensie siblings'
adventures in Narnia?

Conclusion

"The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" is more than just a captivating story; it serves as a rich
tapestry of themes, character development, and moral lessons that resonate with readers of all ages.
This study guide aims to facilitate a deeper understanding of the text, encouraging readers to
explore its complexities and appreciate the timeless messages woven throughout the narrative.
Whether used in an educational setting or for personal reflection, this guide can enhance the
reading experience and foster meaningful discussions about C.S. Lewis's beloved work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe'?

The main themes include good vs. evil, redemption, sacrifice, and the importance of faith and
courage.

Who are the four Pevensie siblings and what roles do they play
in Narnia?

The four Pevensie siblings are Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. Peter is the leader and warrior,
Susan is the protector and caregiver, Edmund undergoes a journey of redemption, and Lucy is the
first to discover Narnia and embodies innocence and curiosity.

What is the significance of Aslan in the story?

Aslan represents Christ and embodies themes of sacrifice and resurrection. His death and
subsequent resurrection symbolize hope and redemption for the characters in Narnia.

How does the character of Edmund change throughout the
story?

Edmund starts as selfish and traitorous but ultimately seeks forgiveness and redemption, becoming
a brave and loyal ally to his siblings and Aslan.



What role does the White Witch play in the narrative?

The White Witch is the main antagonist who represents evil and tyranny in Narnia. She casts a spell
of eternal winter and opposes Aslan and the Pevensie siblings.

What is the significance of the wardrobe as a portal to Narnia?

The wardrobe serves as a magical gateway to Narnia, symbolizing the transition from the ordinary
world to a realm of adventure, discovery, and moral lessons.

What lessons can be learned from the character of Lucy?

Lucy embodies qualities such as innocence, faith, and bravery. Her unwavering belief in Narnia and
Aslan teaches the importance of faith and trust in the face of doubt.

How does C.S. Lewis use allegory in 'The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe'?

C.S. Lewis uses allegory to convey Christian themes, such as redemption and sacrifice, through the
characters and events in Narnia, particularly through Aslan's character and his actions.
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