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The Lost Art of Enochian Magic

The lost art of Enochian magic refers to a mystical system of magic that was
purportedly revealed to the Elizabethan scholar John Dee and his scryer
Edward Kelley in the late 16th century. This unique tradition is steeped in a
rich historical background, complex symbolism, and profound spiritual
implications. Despite its obscurity today, Enochian magic holds a significant
place in the history of Western esotericism and continues to captivate
practitioners and scholars alike.

Historical Background

To understand Enochian magic, it is crucial to explore its origins. The
system emerged during a time when Europe was undergoing significant
intellectual and spiritual transformation.

John Dee: The Man Behind the Magic

John Dee (1527-1608) was a mathematician, astronomer, and astrologer who
served as an advisor to Queen Elizabeth I. His interests extended beyond the
empirical sciences into the realms of alchemy and the occult. Dee sought to
communicate with angels and explore the divine mysteries of the universe.

In 1581, Dee began his work with Edward Kelley, a medium who claimed to have
the ability to communicate with angels. Together, they engaged in a series of
scrying sessions using a crystal ball or a black mirror. During these
sessions, they purportedly received a series of visions and messages that
would lay the groundwork for the Enochian system.

The Enochian Alphabet and Language

One of the most striking features of Enochian magic is its unique alphabet
and language. Dee and Kelley recorded a series of letters, words, and phrases
that they claimed were given to them by angels. The Enochian alphabet
consists of 21 letters, and the language has its own grammar and syntax.

The Enochian language is believed to be a divine tongue, a means of
communication with celestial beings. Practitioners use it in rituals,

invocations, and prayers to bridge the gap between the material and spiritual
worlds.

Core Concepts of Enochian Magic

Enochian magic encompasses a wide array of concepts and practices that are



essential for its understanding.

The Enochian Aethyrs

Central to Enochian magic are the 30 Aethyrs, which are spiritual realms or
dimensions that practitioners can access through meditation and ritual work.
Each Aethyr corresponds to a specific aspect of existence and contains its
own unigque celestial beings.

The Aethyrs are often visualized as a series of concentric circles or
spheres, each representing a different level of consciousness. The
practitioner ascends through these Aethyrs to gain knowledge and insights
from the divine.

The Calls of Enoch

The "Calls," or "Keys," are a series of invocations that Dee and Kelley
recorded during their scrying sessions. Each Call has its own purpose and
corresponds to specific Aethyrs or angelic hierarchies. The Calls serve as a
means to summon and communicate with the angels and access higher realms of
consciousness.

There are 19 Calls in total, and they are often recited in Enochian rituals.
Each Call is imbued with potent energy and acts as a gateway to the divine.

The Enochian Magic System

The Enochian magic system is intricately designed, comprising several
components:

1. The Enochian Tablets: These are four elemental tablets representing Earth,
Air, Fire, and Water, along with a central tablet known as the Tablet of
Union. Each tablet contains a grid of Enochian letters and symbols that
correspond to various angels and spirits.

2. Angelic Hierarchies: Enochian magic features a complex hierarchy of
angels. The most significant of these are the "Kings," "Princes," and
"Lords," each ruling over different realms and aspects of creation.

3. Ritual Tools: Practitioners often use specific tools in their rituals,
such as the Enochian Sigils, the Magic Circle, and the Wand. Each tool plays
a vital role in creating the sacred space necessary for rituals.

The Decline of Enochian Magic

Despite its initial popularity during the Renaissance, Enochian magic
experienced a decline in the following centuries. Several factors contributed
to its obscurity:



Religious Persecution

The rise of organized religion and the subsequent persecution of occult
practices in Europe led many practitioners to abandon their esoteric studies.
The association of magic with heresy and witchcraft resulted in the
suppression of Enochian practices.

Loss of Texts and Knowledge

Many of Dee's original manuscripts and writings were lost or destroyed over
the years. The lack of accessible texts made it challenging for subsequent
generations to study and practice Enochian magic effectively.

Modern Resurgence

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Enochian magic experienced a
revival, largely due to the works of influential occultists like Aleister
Crowley and the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. They reinterpreted and
expanded upon Dee's original teachings, leading to a renewed interest in the
system.

Today, Enochian magic is practiced by a variety of individuals, ranging from
solitary practitioners to organized groups, who seek to explore its mystical
dimensions.

Practicing Enochian Magic Today

For those interested in delving into the lost art of Enochian magic, it is
essential to approach the practice with respect and dedication. Here are some
steps and considerations for modern practitioners:

1. Study the Texts

The first step in practicing Enochian magic is to familiarize oneself with
the original writings of John Dee and Edward Kelley. This includes the "Book
of Enoch," "The True and Faithful Relation of What Passed for Many Years
Between Dr. John Dee and Some Spirits," and other related texts.

2. Join a Community

Engaging with others who share an interest in Enochian magic can be
beneficial. Consider joining online forums, local study groups, or
organizations that focus on Western esotericism.



3. Develop a Personal Practice

Begin to incorporate Enochian elements into your spiritual practice. This
could involve meditation, working with the Enochian alphabet, or performing
rituals based on the Calls.

4. Respect the Tradition

Enochian magic is rooted in a rich historical context. It is essential to
approach the practice with reverence and an understanding of its origins.

Conclusion

The lost art of Enochian magic, while not widely practiced today, continues
to be a fascinating field of study for those interested in the intersection
of mysticism and history. Its complex system of language, rituals, and
angelic communication offers a unique window into the spiritual beliefs of
the past. As practitioners seek to reclaim and revitalize this ancient art,
they contribute to the ongoing exploration of humanity's quest for divine
connection and understanding. Whether one views it as a practical system of
magic or a historical curiosity, Enochian magic remains a testament to the
enduring allure of the mystical and the unknown.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Enochian magic and how did it originate?

Enochian magic is a system of ceremonial magic based on the writings of John
Dee and Edward Kelley in the late 16th century. It is said to be derived from
a divine language revealed to Dee and Kelley through angelic communications.

Why is Enochian magic considered a 'lost art'?

Enochian magic is often referred to as a 'lost art' because its complex
rituals, language, and symbolism have become obscure over the centuries,
leading to a decrease in practitioners and a lack of comprehensive
understanding among modern occultists.

What are the key components of Enochian magic?

Key components of Enochian magic include the Enochian alphabet, the system of
angels and their corresponding hierarchies, the use of specific rituals, and
the Enochian tablets which are believed to hold powerful magical
significance.

How can someone begin to study Enochian magic today?

To study Enochian magic today, one should start with foundational texts such
as 'The True and Faithful Relation of what passed for many years between Dr.



John Dee and some Spirits' and consider joining contemporary magical orders
or online communities that focus on Enochian practices.

What modern applications does Enochian magic have?

Modern applications of Enochian magic can include personal spiritual
development, explorations of consciousness, and integration into broader
magical practices, as many contemporary occultists seek to rediscover and
revive its teachings.
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