
the making of snow white and the seven
dwarfs
The Making of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs marks a significant milestone in
cinematic history as it was the first full-length animated feature produced by Walt Disney.
Released in 1937, this groundbreaking film not only set the standard for future animated
works but also changed the landscape of the film industry. This article delves into the
fascinating journey of how "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" was created, exploring its
production process, innovative techniques, and lasting impact.

The Origins of Snow White

The story of "Snow White" is rooted in folklore, with its origins tracing back to the
Brothers Grimm, who published "Snow White" in their collection of fairy tales in 1812. The
tale of the young princess, her jealous stepmother, and the seven dwarfs captivated
audiences for generations. Walt Disney, recognizing the potential of this timeless story,
decided to adapt it into a feature-length animated film.

Early Development and Conceptualization

The journey began in the early 1930s when Walt Disney and his team of artists and
animators started exploring the idea of creating an animated adaptation of "Snow White."
The decision to pursue a full-length film was ambitious, as no one had attempted such a
project in animation before. Several key factors influenced Disney’s decision:

1. Innovation in Animation: Disney sought to push the boundaries of animation. Prior to
"Snow White," animated shorts were the norm, and the idea of a full-length feature was
seen as a gamble.

2. Storytelling: Disney wanted to create a film that combined engaging storytelling with
innovative animation techniques. The narrative of "Snow White" provided a rich tapestry
for character development and emotional depth.

3. Cultural Influence: The fairy tale was universally known, allowing Disney to reach a
wide audience and capitalize on the existing familiarity with the story.

Pre-Production Challenges

Once the decision to move forward was made, the Disney team faced numerous challenges
during pre-production:

- Funding and Budgeting: The budget for "Snow White" was set at $250,000, a staggering



amount at the time. Disney had to convince investors of the film's potential, which
required extensive planning and a solid presentation of the project.

- Character Design: The character designs underwent multiple iterations. The design of
Snow White, for instance, was refined to create a character who was both innocent and
relatable. The dwarfs were designed to have distinct personalities, leading to their
memorable character traits.

- Voice Casting: Finding the right voices for the characters was crucial. The film featured
the talents of Adriana Caselotti as Snow White, who was chosen for her unique voice, and
several actors for the dwarfs, each bringing a unique flair to their respective roles.

Innovative Animation Techniques

One of the most remarkable aspects of "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" was its
innovative use of animation techniques that had never been seen before in film.

Art Direction and Backgrounds

The backgrounds of "Snow White" were painted in vibrant colors and intricate details,
creating a fairy-tale world that felt alive. Disney employed a technique known as
"multiplane camera," which allowed for the layering of backgrounds to create depth and
dimension. This technique was groundbreaking and added a level of sophistication to
animated storytelling.

Character Animation

The character animation in "Snow White" was exceptionally detailed. Disney's animators
studied real-life movements and expressions to create lifelike characters. This meticulous
attention to detail gave Snow White and the dwarfs a sense of realism, making them
relatable to audiences.

The dwarfs, in particular, were animated with distinct personalities that were
communicated through their movements and expressions. Each dwarf was designed to
embody specific traits, such as Grumpy's scowling demeanor or Dopey's playful antics,
which made them memorable and endearing to viewers.

The Soundtrack and Musical Elements

A crucial component of "Snow White" was its enchanting soundtrack, which played a vital
role in storytelling. The film featured eight original songs, composed by Frank Churchill
and Larry Morey, which helped to convey the emotions and themes of the story.



Iconic Songs

Some of the most memorable songs from the film include:

1. "Heigh-Ho" - Sung by the dwarfs as they march to work, this catchy tune became an
iconic anthem of the film.
2. "Someday My Prince Will Come" - Snow White's hopeful ballad, which captures her
longing for love and happiness.
3. "I'm Wishing" - A duet between Snow White and the prince that highlights the theme of
true love.

The integration of music into the narrative helped elevate the emotional impact of the film,
making it a truly immersive experience for audiences.

The Release and Reception

When "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" premiered on December 21, 1937, it was met
with critical acclaim and overwhelming audience enthusiasm. It was the first animated
feature to be released in theaters, marking a turning point in animation history.

Box Office Success

The film was a commercial success, grossing over $8 million in its initial release, a
monumental figure for that time. It became the highest-grossing film of its era and
solidified Disney's reputation as a leader in animation.

Critical Acclaim

Critics praised the film for its animation quality, storytelling, and music. "Snow White"
received an honorary Academy Award, presented to Walt Disney by Shirley Temple,
recognizing its pioneering role in the film industry.

The Legacy of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

The impact of "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" on the film industry and popular
culture cannot be overstated. It laid the foundation for future animated films and
established a successful formula that Disney would continue to build upon in subsequent
projects.



Influence on Animation

The film's success encouraged other studios to explore the realm of animated features,
leading to the creation of timeless classics such as "Pinocchio," "Bambi," and "Cinderella."
Disney's innovative techniques, particularly the use of the multiplane camera, became
standard practice in animation.

Cultural Impact

"Snow White" has remained a beloved classic for generations. Its characters and songs
have entered the collective cultural consciousness, influencing everything from
merchandise to theme park attractions. The film's themes of love, bravery, and friendship
resonate with audiences of all ages, making it a timeless tale.

Conclusion

The making of "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" is a remarkable story of creativity,
innovation, and determination. From its humble beginnings as a fairy tale to its
groundbreaking status as the first full-length animated feature, the film has left an
indelible mark on the history of cinema. Walt Disney's vision and the hard work of
countless artists and animators paved the way for a new era of storytelling that continues
to enchant and inspire audiences around the world. As we look back on this classic, we are
reminded of the magic that happens when imagination knows no bounds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was 'Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs'
released?
The film was released on December 21, 1937.

Who directed 'Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs'?
The film was directed by David Hand and produced by Walt Disney.

What was significant about 'Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs' in terms of animation history?
It was the first-ever full-length animated feature film and set the standard for future
animated films.



How many dwarfs are featured in the film, and what are
their names?
There are seven dwarfs in the film: Doc, Grumpy, Happy, Sleepy, Bashful, Sneezy, and
Dopey.

What challenges did the animators face during the
production of 'Snow White'?
Animators faced challenges such as developing new animation techniques, creating
realistic character movements, and overcoming financial risks associated with producing a
feature-length film.

What was the budget for 'Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs'?
The film had a budget of approximately $1.5 million, which was considered a significant
investment at the time.

How did 'Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs' perform at
the box office?
The film was a massive success, grossing over $8 million in its original release, making it
one of the highest-grossing films of its time.
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