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The man who killed Kennedy: The case against LBJ

The assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas, remains one of the
most controversial and debated events in American history. While Lee Harvey Oswald was officially
declared the assassin, a multitude of conspiracy theories has emerged over the years, implicating various
individuals and groups. Among these theories, one of the most provocative asserts that Lyndon B. Johnson
(LBJ), Kennedy's Vice President, played a significant role in orchestrating the assassination. This article
delves into the claims against LBJ, exploring the evidence, motivations, and the implications of such a
theory.

Background: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy

Kennedy's presidency was marked by significant events, including the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Civil
Rights Movement, and escalating involvement in Vietnam. However, his tenure was also shadowed by
political challenges and growing discontent within different factions of the government and society.

On November 22, 1963, while riding in a motorcade in Dallas, Texas, Kennedy was shot and killed. The
immediate aftermath saw a swift investigation led by the Warren Commission, which concluded that
Oswald acted alone. However, the findings have been widely criticized and questioned over the decades,
leading to numerous alternative theories, including the notion that LBJ had a hand in the assassination.

The Case Against LBJ

The case against LBJ as a conspirator in Kennedy's assassination rests on several key points that critics argue
warrant further investigation. These points include:

1. Political Ambition

- Desire for Power: LBJ's ambition to ascend to the presidency is often cited as a motive. With Kennedy's
assassination, LBJ moved from the position of Vice President to President, allowing him to implement his
policies without opposition.
- Frustration with Kennedy: LBJ reportedly felt sidelined and disrespected by Kennedy and his inner
circle, believing that he was not adequately involved in key decisions. This sentiment may have fostered
resentment and a desire for more control.



2. Connections to Organized Crime

- Allegations of Collusion: Some theorists suggest that LBJ had ties to organized crime figures who may
have had a vested interest in seeing Kennedy removed from office, particularly concerning his
administration's crackdown on organized crime.
- Texas Politics: LBJ's connections within Texas political circles, including figures who allegedly had ties to
organized crime, are highlighted as potential links that could suggest collusion.

3. The Texas Connection

- Dallas as a Hotbed: The choice of Dallas as the site for the assassination is significant, considering LBJ's
strong connections to Texas. Some argue that this geographic and political link raises questions about LBJ's
involvement.
- Support from Texas Democrats: Many Texas Democrats were not fond of Kennedy due to his policies and
perceived lack of support for their interests, which might have created an atmosphere conducive to
conspiracy.

4. LBJ's Behavior Post-Assassination

- Immediate Reaction: Critics point to LBJ's unusual behavior following the assassination, including his
rapid swearing-in as President aboard Air Force One and his apparent lack of visible grief for Kennedy.
- Decision-making: Some argue that LBJ's decisions in the immediate aftermath—including the way the
investigation was handled—reflect a desire to control the narrative surrounding the assassination.

Allegations and Evidence

While the evidence against LBJ is circumstantial, several allegations have been made that underpin the
conspiracy theory. These include:

1. Testimonies and Claims

- Witness Statements: Some witnesses have claimed to have overheard conversations that suggested LBJ's
involvement in the conspiracy. These statements, however, are often anecdotal and lack solid corroboration.
- Books and Documentaries: Various authors and filmmakers have explored the theory of LBJ's
involvement, presenting arguments and interpretations of events that have further popularized the notion.



2. Political Context

- The Cold War: The geopolitical context of the Cold War created an environment where the stakes were
high, and the elimination of a president could be seen as a means to achieve political goals.
- Vietnam War: LBJ's escalation of the Vietnam War following Kennedy's death has led some to speculate
that eliminating Kennedy was a means to facilitate his own military agenda.

3. Theories of a Broader Conspiracy

- The Military-Industrial Complex: Some theorists argue that LBJ was part of a larger conspiracy involving
the military-industrial complex that saw Kennedy as a threat to their interests.
- CIA Involvement: There are claims that LBJ may have colluded with elements within the CIA who
opposed Kennedy's approach to foreign policy.

Counterarguments and Skepticism

Despite the various claims against LBJ, there is significant skepticism surrounding the theory of his
involvement in the assassination:

1. Lack of Direct Evidence

- Circumstantial Nature: Much of the evidence against LBJ is circumstantial and speculative, lacking direct
proof of his involvement in the planning or execution of the assassination.
- Warren Commission Findings: The Warren Commission's findings, although controversial, did not
implicate LBJ, and many historians continue to uphold its conclusions.

2. Alternative Explanations

- Oswald's Lone Act: Many still believe that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, driven by his own motives,
without any higher conspiracy.
- Political Turmoil: The political climate of the time was tumultuous, with many factions at odds, which
complicates the narrative of a singular conspiracy involving LBJ.



Conclusion

The case against LBJ in the assassination of John F. Kennedy is a complex web of political ambition, alleged
connections, and circumstantial evidence. While the theory has gained traction among conspiracy theorists,
it lacks definitive proof and remains a contentious topic in historical discourse. The assassination of Kennedy
continues to be a source of fascination and debate, and the implications of LBJ's potential involvement raise
critical questions about power, loyalty, and the lengths to which individuals might go in pursuit of their
ambitions. Ultimately, whether LBJ was a conspirator or merely a bystander in the aftermath of a tragic
event remains a subject of speculation, intrigue, and enduring mystery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of 'The Man Who Killed Kennedy: The Case
Against LBJ'?
The book argues that Lyndon B. Johnson was complicit in the assassination of President John F. Kennedy,
suggesting that he had motives related to power and political gain.

Who is the author of 'The Man Who Killed Kennedy: The Case Against
LBJ'?
The book is authored by Barr McClellan, a former attorney who claims to have insider knowledge about
Johnson's involvement.

What evidence does the book present to support its claims against LBJ?
The book presents various pieces of anecdotal evidence, including testimonies from associates of Johnson
and circumstantial evidence suggesting his involvement in a conspiracy.

How has the book been received by critics and historians?
The book has been met with mixed reviews, with some praising its provocative claims while others
criticize it for lacking solid evidence and relying too heavily on conspiracy theories.

What impact has 'The Man Who Killed Kennedy: The Case Against LBJ'
had on popular perceptions of the Kennedy assassination?
The book has contributed to the ongoing debate and conspiracy theories surrounding the Kennedy
assassination, influencing how some view LBJ's legacy and role in American history.



Are there any notable figures who support the claims made in the book?
While some individuals and conspiracy theorists support the claims, most historians and scholars remain
skeptical and do not endorse the book's conclusions.

Has 'The Man Who Killed Kennedy: The Case Against LBJ' been adapted
into any other media formats?
Yes, the book has inspired documentaries and discussions in various media, furthering interest in the
theories surrounding the assassination of JFK.
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