
the marx brothers monkey business
The Marx Brothers' Monkey Business is a classic comedy film that showcases the unique and
anarchic style of one of the most influential comedy troupes in film history. Released in 1931, this
film is notable for its blend of slapstick humor, sharp wit, and social commentary, all hallmarks of
the Marx Brothers' work. Directed by Norman Z. McLeod, "Monkey Business" is the second film
featuring the comedic quartet of Groucho, Harpo, Chico, and Zeppo Marx.

Overview of the Marx Brothers

The Marx Brothers, consisting of Groucho, Harpo, Chico, and Zeppo, were known for their
distinctive personalities and comedic styles. Each brother brought something unique to the table:

Groucho: Known for his quick wit, mustache, and cigar, Groucho was the verbal genius of the
group, often delivering one-liners and puns that showcased his sharp intellect.

Harpo: The silent, whimsical brother, Harpo communicated through exaggerated gestures and
physical comedy, often incorporating his signature horn and a variety of props.

Chico: The Italian-accented brother who often played the schemer, Chico was known for his
comedic songs and ability to manipulate situations to his advantage.

Zeppo: Often serving as the straight man, Zeppo's role was more subdued compared to his
brothers, but he provided a necessary balance to the chaos.

This dynamic interplay between the brothers formed the backbone of their comedic style, which was
heavily influenced by their vaudeville roots.

Plot Summary of Monkey Business

"Monkey Business" follows the Marx Brothers as they become stowaways on an ocean liner. The film
opens with the brothers, who play a group of mischievous outlaws, escaping from authorities in a
humorous sequence that sets the tone for the rest of the film. As the story unfolds, they find
themselves on a ship filled with a variety of eccentric characters, including wealthy passengers and
a group of bumbling gangsters.

The plot thickens when the brothers get involved in a series of comedic misadventures, including
mistaken identities, romantic entanglements, and a series of slapstick routines that highlight their
individual talents. The film's humor is characterized by its rapid-fire dialogue, physical comedy, and
absurd situations.



Key Themes

Several themes emerge throughout "Monkey Business," reflecting the Marx Brothers' unique
perspective on society and human behavior:

Chaos vs. Order: The film depicts a world where the Marx Brothers' anarchic spirit disrupts1.
the rigid social order of the upper class. Their antics serve as a critique of societal norms and
expectations.

Class Struggle: The tension between the wealthy passengers and the working-class2.
stowaways highlights the class disparities of the time, with the brothers often exploiting the
wealthy for comedic effect.

Identity and Disguise: Mistaken identities play a crucial role in the film, with the brothers3.
frequently switching roles and disguises to outsmart their adversaries, emphasizing the
fluidity of identity.

Influence and Legacy

"Monkey Business" is often regarded as a seminal work in the history of American comedy. Its
influence can be seen in various aspects of film and television, including:

Comedic Techniques

The Marx Brothers pioneered several comedic techniques that have become staples in the genre:

Wordplay and Puns: Groucho's rapid-fire jokes and clever wordplay set a precedent for
future comedians, influencing generations to come.

Physical Comedy: Harpo's slapstick routines and exaggerated gestures have inspired
countless performers in the realm of physical comedy, showcasing the power of non-verbal
humor.

Subverting Authority: The brothers' antics often involve challenging authority figures, a
theme that resonates with audiences seeking to rebel against societal norms.

Impact on Future Comedians

The Marx Brothers' unique style of comedy has left a lasting imprint on the world of entertainment.



Some of the notable comedians and comedic actors influenced by their work include:

- Woody Allen: Known for his witty, intellectual humor, Allen has often cited the Marx Brothers as a
major influence on his comedic style.
- Monty Python: The absurdity and surreal humor of Monty Python's Flying Circus can be traced
back to the anarchic spirit of the Marx Brothers.
- The Three Stooges: This iconic trio of slapstick comedians drew inspiration from the physical
comedy and outrageous antics of Harpo and the rest of the Marx Brothers.

Cultural Significance

Beyond its comedic brilliance, "Monkey Business" serves as a reflection of the socio-political climate
of the early 1930s. Released during the Great Depression, the film's themes of class struggle and
rebellion against societal norms resonated with audiences grappling with economic uncertainty.

The Marx Brothers used humor as a means of escapism, providing audiences with a much-needed
break from the harsh realities of life. Their ability to tackle serious themes through comedy has
allowed "Monkey Business" to remain relevant, as it continues to be appreciated by new
generations.

Reception and Criticism

Upon its release, "Monkey Business" received mixed reviews from critics, with some praising its
inventive humor and others finding fault with its chaotic structure. However, over the years, the film
has gained recognition as one of the Marx Brothers' best works.

Critics have highlighted its:

- Innovative Humor: The film’s unique combination of verbal wit and physical comedy has been
lauded as a groundbreaking approach to comedy.
- Memorable Performances: The individual talents of each brother shine through, with Groucho's
sharp tongue, Harpo's antics, and Chico's charm leaving a lasting impression.

The film's legacy endures, with many considering it a must-see for fans of classic comedy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Monkey Business" stands as a testament to the genius of the Marx Brothers,
showcasing their ability to blend humor with social commentary. The film's influence on the comedy
genre is undeniable, paving the way for future generations of comedians. As audiences continue to
appreciate the chaotic charm and sharp wit of the Marx Brothers, "Monkey Business" remains a
timeless classic that entertains and inspires. Whether through Groucho's clever quips, Harpo's
physical antics, or Chico's cunning schemes, the Marx Brothers have left an indelible mark on the
world of entertainment, and "Monkey Business" is a shining example of their comedic legacy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Monkey Business'?
'Monkey Business' revolves around the Marx Brothers, who play stowaways on a luxurious ocean
liner and get entangled in a series of comedic misadventures involving mistaken identities and
romantic entanglements.

Who are the main characters in 'Monkey Business'?
The main characters are Groucho, Harpo, Chico, and Zeppo Marx, who portray a group of
mischievous stowaways causing chaos aboard a cruise ship.

What year was 'Monkey Business' released?
'Monkey Business' was released in 1931 and is one of the early sound films featuring the Marx
Brothers.

How does 'Monkey Business' reflect the comedic style of the
Marx Brothers?
'Monkey Business' showcases the Marx Brothers' signature style through rapid-fire jokes, physical
comedy, and absurd situations, highlighting their unique blend of wit and slapstick humor.

What are some of the memorable scenes in 'Monkey
Business'?
Memorable scenes include the chaotic party on the ship, Harpo's antics with a pair of handcuffs, and
Groucho's humorous exchanges with various characters, all contributing to the film's comedic chaos.

Did 'Monkey Business' receive any awards or nominations?
'Monkey Business' did not receive any major awards at the time of its release, but it has since gained
recognition as a classic comedy and is celebrated for its influence on the genre.

What themes are explored in 'Monkey Business'?
'Monkey Business' explores themes of identity, social class, and the absurdity of convention, all
wrapped in a light-hearted comedic package that critiques the upper class.

How has 'Monkey Business' influenced modern comedy?
'Monkey Business' has influenced modern comedy through its innovative use of slapstick, wordplay,
and chaotic storytelling, inspiring countless comedians and filmmakers in the decades that followed.
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