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The short story "The Monkey's Paw," written by W.W. Jacobs, is a classic tale of horror and
cautionary themes that has captivated readers for generations. It tells the story of the
White family, who come into possession of a mystical monkey’s paw that grants them three
wishes. However, each wish comes with unintended consequences that lead to tragic
outcomes. Alongside its compelling narrative, the story is rich in vocabulary that enhances
the reader's understanding of its themes and characters. In this article, we will explore the
vocabulary associated with "The Monkey's Paw," provide an answer key for a related
crossword puzzle, and delve into the meanings of these words to enrich your
comprehension of the story.

Understanding the Vocabulary of "The Monkey's
Paw"

Vocabulary plays a crucial role in literature. It not only helps in enhancing the narrative
but also deepens the reader's connection to the themes and characters. In "The Monkey's
Paw," specific terms are integral to understanding the eerie atmosphere and the moral
dilemmas faced by the characters. Below, we will identify some essential vocabulary words
from the story, along with their meanings.

Key Vocabulary Words

1. Fate - The development of events beyond a person's control, regarded as determined by
a supernatural power. In the story, the characters grapple with the idea of fate as they
make wishes that alter their lives irreversibly.

2. Grim - Stern, forbidding, or uninviting. The tone of the story is often grim as it unfolds
the consequences of the characters' actions.

3. Talisman - An object, typically an inscribed ring or stone, that is thought to have
magical powers and bring good luck. The monkey's paw serves as a talisman in the
narrative, symbolizing both hope and despair.

4. Consequence - A result or effect of an action or condition. The consequences of the
wishes made by the White family are central to the plot, emphasizing the idea that every
action has repercussions.

5. Cautionary - Serving as a warning. The story is cautionary in nature, warning readers
about the dangers of tampering with fate and the unknown.



6. Despair - The complete loss or absence of hope. The emotional state of the characters
shifts towards despair as they deal with the fallout from their wishes.

7. Dismay - Concern and distress caused by something unexpected. Dismay is a recurring
theme as the characters face the unforeseen results of their desires.

8. Reckless - Without thinking or caring about the consequences of an action. The wishes
made by the characters are often reckless, leading to tragic outcomes.

9. Serenity - The state of being calm, peaceful, and untroubled. The initial serenity of the
White family’s life contrasts sharply with the chaos that follows their wishes.

10. Horrified - Filled with horror; shocked. The story evokes feelings of horror as the
characters confront the reality of their decisions.

The Crossword Puzzle

Crossword puzzles are an excellent way to reinforce vocabulary comprehension while
making learning engaging. Below is a sample crossword puzzle for "The Monkey's Paw,"
along with an answer key to help you decipher the clues.

Sample Crossword Clues

Across:

1. A magical object that grants wishes (8 letters)

4. The opposite of hope (6 letters)

6. A feeling of shock and distress (6 letters)

7. Without any thought of the consequences (8 letters)

Down:

2. The outcome of an action (9 letters)

3. To feel deep sadness (6 letters)

5. The state of being calm and peaceful (8 letters)
8. A warning against something (10 letters)

Answer Key

Across:

1. TALISMAN
4. DESPAIR
6. DISMAY

7. RECKLESS

Down:
2. CONSEQUENCE



3. HORRIFIED
5. SERENITY
8. CAUTIONARY

Exploring the Themes Through Vocabulary

The vocabulary in "The Monkey's Paw" not only serves to create a vivid narrative but also
encapsulates the key themes of the story. Let’s explore how each vocabulary word
connects to the overarching themes.

Fate and Free Will

The concept of fate is central to the story. The White family's decision to use the monkey's
paw to make wishes challenges the notion of predestined fate versus free will. Each wish
they make seems to defy fate initially but ultimately leads them deeper into tragedy. The
vocabulary surrounding this theme emphasizes the tension between human desires and
the uncontrollable nature of fate.

The Consequences of Desire

The word consequence highlights the central lesson of the story: desires must be
approached with caution. Each wish granted comes with a severe consequence,
illustrating that what one desires may not always be what is needed or best. The
recklessness of the characters in pursuing their wishes serves as a cautionary example of
how unbridled ambition can lead to downfall.

The Emotional Journey

The emotional states of the characters, described through words like despair, dismay, and
horrified, reflect the psychological impact of their choices. As the story progresses, the
initial serenity of their lives is shattered, leading to a profound sense of loss and horror.
The vocabulary captures the transformation of the characters’ emotional states, making
their journey relatable and tragic.

A Cautionary Tale

The story serves as a cautionary tale, warning readers about the dangers of tampering
with fate. The vocabulary reinforces this idea, suggesting that some forces are best left
untouched. The grim tone and the dismay experienced by the characters are constant
reminders of the repercussions of their actions.



Conclusion

"The Monkey's Paw" remains a powerful narrative that explores complex themes through
its rich vocabulary. Understanding the words associated with the story enhances the
reader's experience and comprehension, allowing for a deeper appreciation of its moral
lessons. The vocabulary not only serves to elevate the story but also functions as a tool for
engaging with its themes of fate, desire, and the consequences of human actions. By
examining the vocabulary and its connections to the story, we can uncover the layers of
meaning that make "The Monkey's Paw" a timeless classic in literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the term 'monkey's paw' in
the story?

It symbolizes the idea of unintended consequences and the dangers of tampering with
fate.

What does the word 'fate' mean in the context of 'The
Monkey's Paw'?

Fate refers to the predetermined course of events in a person's life, often beyond their
control.

How is the term 'wish' used in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

A wish represents a desire for something that may lead to unforeseen and negative
outcomes.

What does the word 'sergeant' indicate about the
character in the story?

It indicates a military rank, suggesting authority and experience, particularly in the
character of Major Morris.

What does the term '‘premonition’ imply in the
narrative?

It implies a sense of forewarning or intuition about future events, often related to the
consequences of using the paw.

What is meant by 'revenant' in the context of the story?

A revenant is a ghost or spirit that returns, symbolizing the return of consequences from



the wishes made.

What does the word 'sorrow’ signify in the emotional
landscape of the story?

Sorrow signifies deep distress or regret, particularly as characters face the aftermath of
their wishes.

How does the term 'consequence’ relate to the plot of
'The Monkey's Paw'?

Consequence refers to the inevitable outcomes that follow the characters' decisions to use
the paw.

What does the word 'irony' convey in the context of the
story's ending?

Irony conveys the contrast between the characters' expectations and the harsh reality of
their wishes.
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