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The move to global war is a crucial component of the International Baccalaureate (IB)
History curriculum, particularly within the context of the Oxford IB Diploma Program. This
topic focuses on the significant global conflicts that emerged in the first half of the 20th
century, specifically World War I and World War II, and examines the political, social, and
economic factors that contributed to these wars. The study of this topic not only enhances
students' understanding of historical events but also encourages critical thinking and
analysis of their implications on contemporary society.

Understanding the Context of Global War

To fully grasp the complexities of the move to global war, it is essential to consider the
historical context leading up to these conflicts. The late 19th and early 20th centuries were
marked by significant political and social transformations, including:

Nationalism: The rise of national pride and identity among various countries fueled
tensions, particularly in regions like Europe where multiple ethnic groups coexisted.

Imperialism: The competition for colonies and resources created rivalries,
particularly among European powers, leading to conflicts that would eventually
escalate into global wars.

Militarism: The arms race and the glorification of military power contributed to an
environment ripe for war.

These factors combined to create a volatile atmosphere that culminated in the First World
War, followed by a period of instability that eventually sparked the Second World War.

The Significance of the Move to Global War in IB
History

The move to global war is not just about understanding the events of the two world wars; it
encompasses a broader analysis of how these events influenced global relations and
shaped the modern world. Key areas of focus include:



1. Political Changes and Alliances

The wars led to significant political changes worldwide. The Treaty of Versailles, which
ended World War I, redrew borders and imposed harsh reparations on Germany, setting the
stage for World War II. Additionally, the emergence of new political ideologies, such as
fascism and communism, transformed governance in many countries.

2. Social Impacts

Both wars had profound social consequences, including:

Changes in Gender Roles: With men conscripted into military service, women took
on roles in the workforce, leading to shifting perceptions of gender equality.

Displacement and Migration: The aftermath of the wars caused mass
displacements, with millions fleeing conflict zones, leading to long-lasting
demographic changes.

Psychological Effects: The trauma of war left lasting scars on societies, influencing
literature, art, and public consciousness.

3. Economic Consequences

The economic ramifications of the global wars were significant. The first war led to a global
depression, while the second war saw the rise of the United States and the Soviet Union as
superpowers, altering global economic dynamics. Analyzing these shifts is essential for
understanding contemporary economic issues.

Key Themes in the Study of Global War

When studying the move to global war, several key themes emerge that are vital for a
comprehensive understanding of the topic:

1. Causes of Conflict

Understanding the complex interplay of factors that led to the wars is essential. Students
must analyze various perspectives, including political, social, and economic viewpoints, to
grasp why nations resorted to war.



2. Nature of Warfare

The nature of warfare evolved during this period. The introduction of new technologies,
such as tanks, airplanes, and chemical weapons, fundamentally changed combat. The study
of military strategies and their implications on the outcomes of the wars is crucial.

3. International Relations

The impact of these wars on international relations is profound. The establishment of
organizations like the League of Nations and later the United Nations reflects attempts to
create frameworks for peace and prevent future conflicts.

4. Memory and Legacy

The memory of the wars continues to shape contemporary politics and society. Students
should explore how countries remember these conflicts and their implications for national
identity and reconciliation processes.

Approaches to Teaching the Move to Global War

Teaching the move to global war within the IB framework requires a multifaceted approach.
Educators must engage students through various methods to foster critical analysis and
historical inquiry.

1. Source Analysis

Students should be encouraged to analyze primary and secondary sources to develop their
interpretive skills. This includes examining documents, photographs, and propaganda from
the era, which can provide insight into the perspectives of those who experienced the wars.

2. Comparative Studies

Comparing the two world wars can help students understand their similarities and
differences. This approach allows for a deeper analysis of the factors that led to each
conflict and the consequences that followed.

3. Debates and Discussions

Encouraging students to engage in debates on controversial topics related to the wars can



stimulate critical thinking. Issues such as the justification for war, the role of leadership,
and the impact of propaganda are ripe for discussion.

4. Research Projects

Assigning research projects that focus on specific aspects of the wars can enhance
students' understanding. Topics may include the role of women during the wars, the impact
of technology on warfare, or the experiences of soldiers and civilians.

Conclusion

The move to global war is a vital topic within the IB History curriculum that encourages
students to engage with complex historical narratives. By examining the causes, impacts,
and legacies of the two world wars, students develop critical analytical skills and a deeper
understanding of the forces that have shaped the modern world. The Oxford IB Diploma
Program provides an excellent framework for exploring these themes, ensuring that
students are well-prepared to understand and interpret the complexities of global history.
As they navigate this critical period, students will not only gain historical knowledge but
also develop the skills necessary to engage with contemporary global issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in 'The Move to
Global War' IB history course book?
The book primarily explores the causes and consequences of global conflict from a
historical perspective, focusing on themes such as nationalism, imperialism, economic
factors, and the impact of ideology on war.

How does 'The Move to Global War' address the role of
key figures in the lead-up to World War II?
The course book examines influential leaders such as Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, and
Emperor Hirohito, analyzing their policies, ideologies, and actions that contributed to the
escalation of global tensions.

What skills are emphasized in the study of 'The Move to
Global War' for IB students?
Students are encouraged to develop critical thinking, analytical skills, and historical inquiry
by evaluating sources, constructing arguments, and understanding different
historiographical perspectives.



How does the book assist students in preparing for the
IB exams?
The book includes practice questions, essay prompts, and case studies that align with the
IB exam format, helping students apply their knowledge and improve their exam
techniques.

What role do primary sources play in 'The Move to
Global War' course book?
Primary sources are used extensively to provide firsthand accounts and evidence, allowing
students to engage with historical events critically and understand different perspectives.

Can 'The Move to Global War' be used for non-IB
students studying history?
Yes, while designed for the IB Diploma Program, the book's comprehensive approach to
global conflict makes it a valuable resource for any history students interested in this era.

What is the significance of the global context in 'The
Move to Global War'?
The global context highlights how local conflicts and national interests intertwined, leading
to a larger-scale war, emphasizing the interconnectedness of historical events.

How does the book address the impact of World War I
on the move to global war?
It discusses the Treaty of Versailles, economic repercussions, and political instability in
Europe post-World War I, illustrating how these factors set the stage for subsequent
conflicts.
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