
the murders in the rue morgue worksheet answers

The murders in the rue morgue worksheet answers are essential for understanding Edgar Allan Poe's
pioneering detective story, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," published in 1841. This tale not only
introduces the character of C. Auguste Dupin, a brilliant amateur detective, but also sets the stage for the
entire detective fiction genre. In this article, we will explore the story, its key themes, characters, and
provide answers to common worksheet questions that help students analyze and appreciate this literary
work.

Overview of the Story

"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" recounts the brutal slaying of two women, Madame L'Espanaye and
her daughter, Camille, in their Paris apartment. The narrative unfolds through the perspective of an
unnamed narrator who befriends Dupin and accompanies him in the investigation. The story is notable for
its intricate plot, which weaves together elements of mystery, horror, and psychological analysis.

Plot Summary

1. The Crime: The story begins with the discovery of the gruesome double murder. Both women are
found in their home, with Madame L'Espanaye's throat cut and her daughter’s body found stuffed in a
chimney.

2. The Investigation: The police are baffled by the crime scene and the lack of a clear motive. Dupin,
intrigued by the case and his own logical reasoning, decides to investigate.

3. Dupin's Analysis: Utilizing his analytical skills, Dupin examines the evidence, including the peculiar
sounds heard by witnesses and the physical clues left at the scene.

4. The Resolution: Ultimately, Dupin uncovers that the murderer is not human but rather an orangutan
that escaped from its owner, leading to a shocking yet logical conclusion.

Key Characters

- C. Auguste Dupin: The protagonist and detective, Dupin represents the archetype of the analytical
detective. His methodical approach and ability to observe details that others overlook are critical to solving
the case.



- The Narrator: Serving as Dupin's companion, the narrator provides a perspective for the readers and helps
to convey Dupin's genius.

- Madame L'Espanaye and Camille: The victims of the crime, their brutal murder sets off the investigation.

- The Orangutan: The unexpected and bizarre element in the story serves as both the murderer and a
symbol of the chaotic nature of humanity.

Themes and Motifs

"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" encompasses several key themes that enhance its narrative depth:

1. Rationality vs. Emotion: Dupin's rational approach contrasts sharply with the emotional chaos
surrounding the crime. This theme reflects the broader tension between reason and passion in human
behavior.

2. The Nature of Crime: The story explores what constitutes a crime and the motives behind it. The
absurdity of an orangutan committing murder raises questions about the nature of evil.

3. Isolation and Alienation: The victims are isolated in their Parisian home, symbolizing how individuals
can be cut off from society. Dupin himself is somewhat of an outsider, using his intellect to detach from
societal norms.

Worksheet Questions and Answers

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the text, here are some common worksheet questions along with
their answers:

1. What is the significance of the title, "The Murders in the Rue
Morgue"?

The title emphasizes both the location of the crime and the fact that multiple murders have occurred. "Rue
Morgue" translates to "Morgue Street," which implies death and serves as a foreshadowing of the dark
events that unfold.



2. How does Poe establish Dupin's character as a detective?

Poe establishes Dupin's character through his keen observations and logical reasoning. Dupin's ability to
connect seemingly unrelated clues showcases his analytical capabilities, setting him apart from the
conventional law enforcement officials who fail to solve the case.

3. What role does the narrator play in the story?

The narrator provides a relatable perspective for the readers. By chronicling Dupin's investigation and
thoughts, the narrator helps to convey the intricacies of the detective's mind while also serving as a foil to
Dupin's brilliance.

4. Discuss the role of the orangutan in the story.

The orangutan serves as a catalyst for the events of the story, introducing an unexpected twist to the
narrative. It symbolizes the wildness inherent in nature and humanity, blurring the lines between
civilization and savagery.

5. How does Poe use language to create suspense?

Poe employs vivid, descriptive language to evoke a sense of horror and tension throughout the narrative.
The detailed descriptions of the crime scene and the emotional turmoil of the witnesses enhance the
reader's engagement with the unfolding mystery.

6. In what ways does this story reflect the characteristics of Gothic
literature?

The story contains elements typical of Gothic literature, including themes of death and decay, a dark and
foreboding atmosphere, and a focus on psychological horror. The gruesome details of the murders and the
sense of isolation contribute to the overall Gothic aesthetic.

Conclusion



"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" remains a seminal work in the detective fiction genre, showcasing
Edgar Allan Poe's mastery of storytelling. The intricate plot, well-developed characters, and exploration of
complex themes contribute to its enduring relevance. By understanding the key elements of the story
through worksheets and discussion questions, readers can appreciate the profound impact this narrative has
had on literature and the evolution of the detective genre. As we delve into the worksheet answers, we
not only unlock the story's mysteries but also gain insight into the human condition, as reflected in Poe's
dark yet compelling world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme explored in 'The Murders in the Rue
Morgue'?
The primary theme is the nature of rationality and the use of logic to solve mysteries, showcasing the
contrast between the analytical mind of C. Auguste Dupin and the chaotic nature of the crime.

Who are the main characters in 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue'?
The main characters include C. Auguste Dupin, the brilliant detective; his friend, who serves as the
narrator; and the victims, Madame L'Espanaye and her daughter, Camille.

What method does Dupin use to solve the murders?
Dupin employs a method of analytical reasoning, carefully observing details and considering various
possibilities, ultimately deducing the identity of the murderer through logical inference.

What unusual aspect of the crime scene contributes to the mystery?
The crime scene presents multiple perplexing elements, including the brutal nature of the murders, the
contradictory witness testimonies, and the presence of foreign voices, which complicate the investigation.

How does the story challenge the concept of justice?
The story challenges the concept of justice by illustrating how the true perpetrator is not apprehended by
the authorities, raising questions about the effectiveness of the legal system and the nature of guilt.

What significance does the ending of 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue'
hold?
The ending reveals the true murderer, an orangutan, which not only emphasizes the story's focus on the
unexpected but also highlights the limitations of human perception and judgment in solving crimes.
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