
the necklace answer key
The Necklace Answer Key is an essential tool for both educators and students who engage with
Guy de Maupassant's classic short story, "The Necklace." This literary work, published in 1884,
vividly illustrates themes of vanity, materialism, and the consequences of living beyond one's means.
Understanding the story's plot, characters, and underlying messages is crucial for interpreting its
significance and for answering questions related to its content. In this article, we will explore the
key elements of "The Necklace," provide a detailed summary, analyze the characters, discuss
themes, and offer guidance on how to approach typical questions found in the answer key.

Summary of "The Necklace"

"The Necklace" tells the story of Mathilde Loisel, a beautiful yet discontented woman who dreams of
a life filled with luxury and elegance. Despite her modest means, Mathilde longs for wealth and
glamour, feeling that she was born for a more opulent existence. Her husband, Monsieur Loisel, is a
supportive and content man, working as a clerk in the Ministry of Education and trying to make
Mathilde happy.

One day, Monsieur Loisel surprises Mathilde with an invitation to a prestigious ball. Instead of joy,
Mathilde feels despair because she has nothing suitable to wear. To appease her, Monsieur Loisel
sacrifices his savings (400 francs) to buy her a beautiful dress. Still unsatisfied, Mathilde laments
her lack of jewelry. To resolve this, she borrows a stunning diamond necklace from her wealthy
friend, Madame Forestier.

At the ball, Mathilde is the center of attention, basking in the admiration of others. However, upon
returning home, she realizes that the borrowed necklace is missing. In a panic, the couple searches
for it but to no avail. They decide to replace the necklace, which costs an enormous 36,000 francs.
To repay this debt, the Loisels endure ten years of grueling labor and poverty.

In the end, Mathilde encounters Madame Forestier and learns that the original necklace was a fake,
worth only a fraction of the replacement cost. This revelation highlights the story's central themes of
pride, illusion, and the harsh realities of life.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Necklace" is vital for comprehending the themes and moral
lessons of the story.

Mathilde Loisel

Mathilde is the protagonist and a complex character driven by her desire for a luxurious lifestyle.
Her beauty and charm are overshadowed by her dissatisfaction with her life. Key characteristics
include:



- Vanity: Mathilde's longing for wealth leads her to believe that material possessions will bring her
happiness.
- Pride: She is unwilling to accept her social status and feels entitled to a more glamorous life.
- Tragic Flaw: Her obsession with appearances ultimately leads to her downfall, as it results in her
making choices that lead to years of hardship.

Monsieur Loisel

Monsieur Loisel is Mathilde's husband, who represents contentment and sacrifice. His character
traits include:

- Supportive: He goes out of his way to make Mathilde happy, even at his own expense.
- Practicality: Unlike Mathilde, he is grounded and values the simple joys of life.
- Resilience: He endures the hardships of their financial struggle with patience and perseverance.

Madame Forestier

Madame Forestier serves as a foil to Mathilde's character. She embodies wealth and generosity but
is unaware of Mathilde's struggles. Key traits include:

- Affluence: She represents the upper class, living a life of luxury that Mathilde covets.
- Compassion: Her willingness to lend the necklace demonstrates her kindness, though it ultimately
leads to Mathilde's downfall.

Themes in "The Necklace"

"The Necklace" presents several significant themes that resonate with readers and provide a critical
lens through which to interpret the story.

Materialism and Vanity

The story critiques the obsession with wealth and material possessions. Mathilde's yearning for a life
filled with luxury drives her actions and decisions, ultimately leading to her downfall. This theme
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of valuing appearances over reality.

The Illusion of Wealth

Maupassant emphasizes that wealth can be deceptive. The necklace, which appears to be a symbol
of status and success, is revealed to be fake. This twist reinforces the idea that appearances can be
misleading and that true value lies beyond material possessions.



Consequences of Pride

Mathilde's pride prevents her from accepting her life as it is, leading her to borrow the necklace and
later suffer the consequences of her choices. The story illustrates how pride can lead to disastrous
outcomes, emphasizing the importance of humility.

Social Class and Identity

The story explores the rigid class structure of 19th-century France. Mathilde's desire to transcend
her social standing drives her actions, yet her attempts ultimately result in her downfall. This theme
raises questions about identity and the lengths individuals will go to achieve a higher status.

Approaching the Answer Key

When utilizing an answer key for "The Necklace," it's important to approach the questions
thoughtfully. Here are some strategies to consider:

Understanding the Questions

Before answering, ensure you fully comprehend what each question is asking. Look for keywords
that indicate what is being sought, whether it be a theme, character analysis, or plot detail.

Referencing the Text

Use specific references from the story to support your answers. Quoting or paraphrasing key
passages can strengthen your responses and demonstrate a deeper understanding of the text.

Analyzing Themes and Characters

Many questions will probe into the themes and character motivations. Take time to reflect on how
these elements contribute to the overall message of the story.

Structuring Your Responses

When writing your answers, aim for clarity and coherence. Structure your responses in a logical
manner, using paragraphs to separate different ideas and ensuring that each paragraph has a clear
main point.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The Necklace Answer Key is an invaluable resource that aids in the understanding of
Guy de Maupassant's poignant short story. By examining the plot, characters, and themes, readers
can appreciate the depth of the narrative and its relevance to contemporary issues of materialism
and social status. The story serves as a powerful reminder of the fragility of human aspirations and
the often harsh realities that accompany the pursuit of wealth and status. As readers engage with
"The Necklace," they are encouraged to reflect on their own values and the true meaning of
happiness beyond material possessions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Necklace'?
The central theme of 'The Necklace' is the dangers of vanity and the pursuit of wealth, as well as the
idea that appearances can be deceiving.

Who is the main character in 'The Necklace'?
The main character in 'The Necklace' is Mathilde Loisel, a woman who dreams of a life of luxury and
wealth.

What lesson does Mathilde learn by the end of the story?
Mathilde learns that her desire for a luxurious lifestyle led to her downfall and that her pride and
vanity ultimately resulted in her suffering.

What is the significance of the necklace in the story?
The necklace symbolizes wealth and social status, but it ultimately represents the illusion of those
desires and the consequences of valuing appearances.

How does 'The Necklace' illustrate the concept of irony?
The story illustrates irony through the twist ending, where Mathilde discovers that the necklace she
borrowed was fake, meaning her sacrifices were in vain.

What role does social class play in 'The Necklace'?
Social class plays a crucial role in 'The Necklace,' as Mathilde's dissatisfaction with her middle-class
life drives her actions and decisions throughout the story.

How does the setting of 'The Necklace' enhance the story?
The setting, primarily in 19th-century Paris, enhances the story by highlighting the social norms and
expectations of the time regarding wealth and class.



What is the impact of Mathilde's husband's character on the
story?
Mathilde's husband, Monsieur Loisel, is supportive and self-sacrificing, highlighting the contrast
between his practicality and Mathilde's dreams, which propels the narrative.

What literary devices are used in 'The Necklace'?
Key literary devices in 'The Necklace' include irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing, which
contribute to the story's themes and impact.

How does the ending of 'The Necklace' affect the reader's
understanding of the story?
The ending shocks the reader and forces them to reconsider the entire narrative, emphasizing the
themes of deception and the futility of materialism.
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