the necklace character analysis

The Necklace is a classic short story written by Guy de Maupassant, first
published in 1884. The narrative revolves around the life of Mathilde Loisel,
a woman who yearns for a life of luxury and elegance, yet finds herself
trapped in middle-class mediocrity. Through her character, Maupassant
explores themes of vanity, pride, and the consequences of one's desires. This
article presents a comprehensive character analysis of Mathilde Loisel,
highlighting her motivations, personality traits, and the ultimate lessons
her story imparts.

Mathilde Loisel: A Yearning for More

Mathilde Loisel is introduced as a beautiful woman who believes she was meant
for a life of wealth and luxury. However, her circumstances dictate
otherwise. She is married to a modest clerk, Monsieur Loisel, who works for
the Ministry of Education. Despite her husband's contentment with their
middle-class life, Mathilde feels a deep-seated dissatisfaction with her
situation. Her character is marked by a relentless desire for a lifestyle
that she believes is rightfully hers.

Personality Traits

Mathilde'’s personality is multifaceted, exhibiting both admirable qualities
and significant flaws:

e Dreamer: Mathilde often fantasizes about a life filled with riches and
social status. This dreaming nature is both a source of inspiration and
a hindrance to her happiness.

e Materialistic: She places immense value on material possessions and
societal approval. Mathilde's desire for luxury blinds her to the beauty
of her current life.

e Self-centered: Mathilde's discontent leads her to act in ways that
prioritize her needs and desires, often at the expense of her husband’s
feelings.

e Prone to Insecurity: Her belief that she deserves better leads to
feelings of inadequacy and resentment towards those who possess what she
longs for.



The Catalyst: The Invitation

The story's turning point occurs when Monsieur Loisel brings home an
invitation to a prestigious ball, which he hopes will please Mathilde.
Instead of joy, Mathilde reacts with dismay, feeling she has nothing suitable
to wear. This moment encapsulates her character: her discontent is not just
with her possessions but with her entire life. In a bid to appease her,
Monsieur Loisel sacrifices his savings to buy her a beautiful dress,
demonstrating his unwavering love and support.

Symbolism of the Necklace

At the ball, Mathilde borrows a stunning diamond necklace from her wealthy
friend, Madame Forestier. This necklace becomes a powerful symbol of
Mathilde's aspirations and the lengths she is willing to go to achieve her
dreams. It represents both her desire for wealth and the illusion of social
status. However, the necklace also foreshadows her ultimate downfall, as its
loss sets off a chain of events that leads to Mathilde's ruin.

The Consequences of Pride

After the ball, Mathilde discovers that the necklace is missing. In a panic,
she and her husband search tirelessly for it, only to find it irretrievable.
To replace it, they borrow a significant sum of money, plunging themselves
into debt. This decision marks the beginning of a drastic transformation in
Mathilde's life.

Character Transformation

The once beautiful and carefree Mathilde becomes a shadow of her former self.
The years spent in poverty and hard labor take a toll on her appearance and
spirit. Key aspects of her transformation include:

1. From Elegance to Hardship: Mathilde’s beauty fades as she is forced to
toil for years to repay the debt incurred for the replacement necklace.

2. Loss of Identity: Her dreams of grandeur are replaced by the harsh
reality of survival. Mathilde’'s identity shifts from a woman who yearns
for luxury to one who is defined by her struggles.

3. Acceptance of Reality: By the end of the story, Mathilde learns a hard
lesson about the importance of honesty and the dangers of chasing
illusions.



Thematic Elements

Mathilde Loisel’s character is intricately woven into the overarching themes
of “The Necklace.” These themes highlight the moral lessons embedded within
the narrative.

IlTlusion vs. Reality

Mathilde’s life is characterized by a constant struggle between her dreams
and her reality. Her desire for a lavish lifestyle blinds her to the joys of
her actual life. The necklace symbolizes the illusion of wealth, and its loss
forces Mathilde to confront the stark reality of her existence.

The Dangers of Materialism

Maupassant critiques the obsession with wealth and status through Mathilde’s
character. Her materialistic desires lead to her downfall, demonstrating how
the pursuit of superficial values can result in profound personal loss.
Mathilde’s initial longing for Lluxury ultimately transforms into a lifetime
of hardship.

Social Class and Gender Roles

Mathilde'’s character also reflects the societal norms of 19th-century France,
particularly regarding gender roles. Women of her time were often judged
based on their husbands’ status and wealth. Mathilde’'s dissatisfaction stems
from her inability to break free from these societal constraints, which
dictate her worth based on material possessions.

The Irony of the Ending

In a final twist of irony, it is revealed that the necklace Mathilde borrowed
was a fake, worth a fraction of what she and her husband spent to replace it.
This revelation underscores the futility of Mathilde'’s sacrifices and the
tragic consequences of her vanity. The reader is left to ponder the harsh
realities of life and the value of honesty and contentment.



Lessons Learned

The story of Mathilde Loisel serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of
envy and pride. Key lessons include:

1. The Importance of Gratitude: Mathilde's inability to appreciate what she
has leads to her downfall. Recognizing the value of one’s current life
can prevent unnecessary suffering.

2. The Illusion of Status: The desire for social approval can lead to
disastrous consequences. True worth is not determined by material
possessions.

3. Consequences of Deceit: Mathilde’s choices, driven by her pride, result
in a life of hardship. Honesty and humility are virtues that can
safeqguard one’s happiness.

Conclusion

Mathilde Loisel’s character in “The Necklace” exemplifies the complex
interplay between dreams, reality, and the consequences of one's choices.
Through her journey, Maupassant crafts a poignant narrative that resonates
with readers, prompting reflection on the nature of happiness and the dangers
of materialism. Mathilde’s tragic fate serves as a reminder that the pursuit
of wealth and status can lead to unforeseen and often devastating outcomes.
In the end, “The Necklace” is not just a story about a lost piece of jewelry
but a profound commentary on the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key traits of Madame Loisel's character
in 'The Necklace'?

Madame Loisel is portrayed as dissatisfied, materialistic, and vain. She
yearns for a life of luxury and social status, which drives her to borrow the
necklace and ultimately leads to her downfall.

How does Madame Loisel's desire for wealth impact
her life choices?

Her desire for wealth leads her to borrow the necklace, which she believes
will elevate her social standing. This decision results in a decade of



hardship and labor to repay the debt, highlighting the dangers of valuing
material possessions over genuine happiness.

What role does pride play in Madame Loisel's
character development?

Pride is a significant factor in Madame Loisel's character. Her refusal to
admit her financial situation and her desire to appear affluent ultimately
result in her downfall, as she is unwilling to seek help or accept her
reality.

How does the character of Monsieur Loisel contrast
with Madame Loisel?

Monsieur Loisel is depicted as content and supportive, embodying humility and
practicality. Unlike Madame Loisel, he values their modest life and
encourages her to appreciate what they have, highlighting the difference in
their perspectives on wealth and happiness.

What does the necklace symbolize in relation to
Madame Loisel's character?

The necklace symbolizes the illusion of wealth and the societal pressures
that come with it. It represents Madame Loisel's desire for a better life,
but ultimately becomes a catalyst for her misfortune, reflecting the theme
that appearances can be deceiving.

How does Madame Loisel's character evolve by the end
of the story?

By the end of the story, Madame Loisel undergoes a significant
transformation. After years of hardship, she becomes more resilient and
pragmatic, realizing the true value of hard work and the futility of chasing
after superficial status, although at a great personal cost.
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