the new partridge dictionary of slang
and unconventional english

the new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional english stands as a
definitive resource for understanding the rich and evolving landscape of English slang and
nonstandard expressions. This comprehensive dictionary compiles thousands of entries
that reflect the vibrant creativity and cultural nuances found in informal and
unconventional English usage. As slang continually adapts to social changes, media
influence, and technological developments, this dictionary captures those shifts with
detailed etymologies and contextual explanations. For linguists, writers, students, and
enthusiasts of the English language, this work offers invaluable insights into words and
phrases often overlooked by traditional dictionaries. This article delves into the
background, content, significance, and practical applications of the new partridge
dictionary of slang and unconventional english, providing a thorough overview of its role
in modern lexicography.
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Overview of the New Partridge Dictionary of Slang
and Unconventional English

The new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional english is an authoritative
lexicon that catalogs slang terms, colloquialisms, jargon, and other forms of nonstandard
English from various English-speaking regions. It includes both contemporary slang and
historical expressions, providing a broad temporal and geographical coverage. The
dictionary is renowned for its meticulous research and clear definitions, making it a
trusted reference for those interested in the informal aspects of the English language.
With detailed entries that often include etymologies, usage examples, and cultural context,
it serves as an essential tool for understanding how slang reflects societal trends and
identity.

Purpose and Target Audience

This dictionary is designed to serve a wide audience, including linguists, lexicographers,



writers, educators, and anyone with an interest in the dynamic nature of English slang. It
aims to document and preserve slang expressions that might otherwise be lost or
misunderstood. The work also assists in decoding colloquial speech in literature, media,
and everyday communications, enriching the understanding of language users and
scholars alike.

Distinctive Features

Unlike standard dictionaries, the new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional
english emphasizes informal language and expressions beyond the mainstream lexicon. It
incorporates regional variations, subcultural slang, and newly emerging terms, ensuring a
comprehensive and up-to-date representation of English slang. The dictionary’s entries
often include:

Definitions with nuanced meanings

Historical origins and etymologies

Contextual examples demonstrating usage

Cross-references to related terms

Historical and Editorial Background

The new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional english builds upon the legacy
of earlier works by Eric Partridge, a pioneering lexicographer known for his expertise in
English slang. The dictionary continues this tradition with expanded content and updated
research methodologies, reflecting the evolution of slang over recent decades.

Eric Partridge’s Contribution

Eric Partridge’s original dictionaries of slang laid the groundwork for the systematic study
and documentation of informal English language. His works, beginning in the early 20th
century, were among the first to treat slang with scholarly rigor. The new partridge
dictionary, published posthumously and updated by subsequent editors, extends his
research by incorporating new entries and refining definitions to suit contemporary
linguistic needs.

Editorial Process and Research

The compilation of the new partridge dictionary involves extensive research from diverse

sources, including literature, spoken language, media, and digital communications. Editors
collaborate with linguists and cultural experts to verify meanings and trace word histories.
This process ensures that the dictionary remains an authoritative and reliable resource for



slang and unconventional English.

Scope and Content Features

The new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional english covers a vast array of
expressions, from classic slang to neologisms arising from technology and popular culture.
It addresses the dynamic and often ephemeral nature of slang, capturing terms that reflect
social identity, humor, rebellion, and creativity.

Types of Entries

The dictionary includes various categories of informal language, such as:

e Slang: Informal words and phrases used within particular social groups or regions.
e Colloquialisms: Everyday expressions commonly used in casual speech.
e Jargon: Specialized language used within professions or subcultures.

e Neologisms: Newly coined terms often emerging from technological advances or
cultural shifts.

Regional and Cultural Diversity

The dictionary acknowledges the global nature of English slang by including terms from
British, American, Australian, and other English-speaking cultures. It highlights regional
usage differences and cultural connotations, offering readers an understanding of how
slang varies geographically and socially.

Significance in Linguistics and Popular Culture

The new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional english holds considerable
importance in both academic linguistics and the study of popular culture. By documenting
informal language, it provides insights into language change, social interaction, and
cultural expression.

Linguistic Importance

Slang plays a crucial role in language evolution, reflecting shifting social attitudes and
innovations in communication. The dictionary’s detailed entries allow linguists to analyze
patterns of language change, semantic shifts, and the influence of subcultures on
mainstream English. It also aids in understanding pragmatic aspects of language use, such



as identity construction and group membership.

Influence on Media and Literature

Writers, screenwriters, and journalists frequently consult the new partridge dictionary to
ensure authentic representation of dialogue and contemporary vernacular. Its
comprehensive coverage of slang enhances realism and cultural relevance in creative
works. Moreover, the dictionary supports the interpretation of slang in historical texts and
modern media, enriching critical analysis.

Using the Dictionary Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the new partridge dictionary of slang and unconventional
english, users should approach it as both a reference and a cultural guide. Understanding
the context and nuances of slang entries enhances comprehension and application.

Strategies for Reference

When consulting the dictionary, readers should consider the following strategies:

1. Examine the etymology to understand the origin and evolution of terms.
2. Review contextual examples to grasp proper usage and connotations.
3. Note regional or subcultural annotations to appreciate linguistic diversity.

4. Use cross-references to explore related expressions and broaden vocabulary.

Applications in Research and Education

The dictionary serves as a valuable tool for academic research, language teaching, and
cultural studies. It helps educators introduce informal language to students in a structured
manner, promoting awareness of linguistic variation and social communication.
Researchers benefit from its detailed entries to support analyses of language trends and
sociolinguistic phenomena.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and



Unconventional English'?

‘The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English' is a comprehensive
reference work that documents slang, colloquial expressions, and unconventional English
usage from around the world, compiled by Eric Partridge and later editors.

Who is the author of 'The New Partridge Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional English'?

The original 'Partridge Dictionary of Slang' was compiled by Eric Partridge, a renowned
lexicographer. The 'New' edition has been updated and expanded by editors including Tom
Dalzell and Terry Victor.

What makes 'The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English' different from other slang
dictionaries?

It stands out for its extensive coverage of both historical and contemporary slang from
various English-speaking regions, including unconventional and lesser-known expressions,
providing detailed etymologies and usage notes.

How can 'The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English' be useful for writers and
researchers?

The dictionary offers writers and researchers a rich resource for understanding and
accurately using slang and informal language, enhancing authenticity in dialogue and
cultural references.

Does 'The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English' include slang from different
English dialects worldwide?

Yes, it includes slang and unconventional English from a variety of English dialects
globally, such as British, American, Australian, and other regional variations.

Where can I access or purchase 'The New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English'?

"The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English' is available for
purchase through major book retailers, both online and in physical stores, and may also be
accessible via academic libraries or digital platforms.



Additional Resources

1. Green's Dictionary of Slang

This comprehensive dictionary by Jonathon Green is one of the most authoritative
resources on English slang from the medieval period to the present day. It covers a vast
array of colloquial terms, idiomatic expressions, and unconventional English, tracing their
origins and evolutions. The book is invaluable for linguists, historians, and enthusiasts
interested in the colorful and dynamic aspects of English language.

2. Slang: The People's Poetry

Edited by Michael Adams, this book explores the cultural significance and social functions
of slang in English-speaking communities. It delves into how slang reflects identity, group
membership, and creativity within language. The collection includes essays from various
scholars, providing insights into the linguistic and societal impacts of unconventional
English.

3. The Oxford Dictionary of Slang

This dictionary offers a detailed account of slang words and phrases from the British Isles
and beyond, providing definitions, etymologies, and usage examples. It is a trusted
reference for understanding informal and non-standard English, featuring entries that
span several centuries. The Oxford Dictionary of Slang is a staple resource for anyone
studying English linguistics or cultural history.

4. Street Talk: The Language of the Streets

By Tom Dalzell, this book presents an engaging look at contemporary slang used in urban
environments across the English-speaking world. It highlights the inventive and ever-
changing nature of street language, including terms from music, fashion, and youth
culture. The work serves as both a dictionary and a sociolinguistic study of how slang
functions in everyday communication.

5. Dictionary of American Slang and Colloquial Expressions

This volume focuses on slang and colloquial language specific to American English,
documenting phrases that are often absent from standard dictionaries. It includes
definitions, examples, and historical notes, making it a useful tool for understanding the
informal speech patterns of the United States. The dictionary is particularly helpful for
learners, translators, and cultural researchers.

6. Language and the Urban Experience: Slang, Jargon, and Dialect

Edited by Paul Simpson, this collection examines how urban environments influence the
development and use of slang, jargon, and dialect. The book features case studies from
various cities, emphasizing the relationship between language, identity, and social factors.
It offers a multidisciplinary approach to the study of unconventional English in
metropolitan settings.

7. Born Slang: Origins and Evolution of English Street Language

This book traces the historical roots and transformations of English slang from its earliest
recorded uses to modern-day vernacular. It explores the socio-political contexts that have
shaped slang and its role in subcultures and countercultures. Readers gain an
understanding of how slang functions as a living, adaptive form of language.

8. Slang and Sociability: In-Group Language Among College Students



Authored by Sabina Perrino, this study investigates the use of slang within college
communities, focusing on how it fosters social bonds and group identity. The book
combines linguistic analysis with ethnographic research to reveal the nuances of informal
speech in academic settings. It sheds light on the dynamics of language choice and peer
interaction.

9. Unconventional English: A Guide to Nonstandard Usage

This guidebook explores various forms of nonstandard English, including slang, regional
dialects, and newly coined expressions. It offers explanations, examples, and guidance on
the appropriate contexts for usage. The book is designed for writers, educators, and
language enthusiasts interested in the diversity and creativity of English outside the
mainstream norms.
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