
the norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2

the norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 stands as an essential resource for students,
educators, and enthusiasts of theatrical literature and history. This comprehensive two-volume set offers a
curated collection of dramatic works spanning various periods, styles, and cultures. The second edition
enhances its predecessor with updated content, critical essays, and a diverse range of plays that reflect the
evolution of drama. By integrating classic texts with contemporary scholarship, the anthology provides
readers with both foundational knowledge and insightful interpretations. This article explores the structure,
content, and unique features of the norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2, illustrating its
significance in academic and theatrical contexts. Detailed analysis of its volumes reveals how this edition
supports a deeper understanding of drama’s multifaceted nature. The following sections will guide readers
through an overview, content breakdown, editorial approach, and practical applications of this
authoritative collection.

Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Second Edition Vol 1 2

Content Structure and Key Features

Editorial Contributions and Scholarly Value

Applications in Education and Theater Studies

Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Second Edition Vol 1
2

The norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 is a two-volume set that encompasses a wide
chronological and geographical range of dramatic literature. Designed to serve as a definitive academic
resource, it includes plays from ancient times to the modern era, representing diverse theatrical traditions. The
anthology is widely recognized for its careful selection of canonical and lesser-known works, providing a
balanced perspective on the history of drama. Volume 1 typically covers earlier periods, including classical
Greek dramas, medieval plays, and Renaissance works, while Volume 2 focuses on more recent centuries,
including modern and contemporary drama. This division allows readers to trace the development of dramatic
forms and themes across time.

Historical Range and Scope

This edition spans from ancient Greek tragedies and comedies through Elizabethan and Jacobean drama, to 19th
and 20th-century plays. It includes works by playwrights such as Sophocles, Shakespeare, Moli�re, Ibsen, and
contemporary dramatists, offering a panoramic view of theatrical evolution. The norton anthology of drama
second edition vol 1 2 also incorporates non-Western dramatic traditions, enhancing its global literary
scope.

Purpose and Target Audience

Primarily aimed at university students and scholars, the anthology serves as a comprehensive textbook for
courses in drama, literature, and theater studies. It is equally valuable for professional practitioners seeking
historical context and literary analysis. The editorial team curates selections to support both introductory



learning and advanced research, making it a versatile academic tool.

Content Structure and Key Features

The norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 offers a thoughtfully organized collection that
balances textual fidelity with accessibility. Each volume presents plays alongside critical apparatus that
enhances comprehension and appreciation. The anthology’s structure facilitates both sequential reading and
thematic exploration, supporting various pedagogical approaches.

Volume 1: Early Drama to the Renaissance

Volume 1 encompasses early dramatic forms, including Greek tragedy and comedy, Roman theater, medieval
mystery and morality plays, and Renaissance masterpieces. This volume highlights the origins and
transformations of drama, showcasing key texts such as Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus,
and Shakespeare’s iconic works. Each play is accompanied by introductions that contextualize its historical
background, dramatic conventions, and thematic significance.

Volume 2: Modern and Contemporary Drama

Volume 2 shifts focus to drama from the 18th century onward, covering realism, expressionism, absurdism, and
postmodern theater. It features plays by Ibsen, Chekhov, Beckett, and contemporary playwrights, illustrating
the diversity of modern theatrical experimentation. Supplementary materials include critical essays that
examine social, political, and philosophical dimensions of the works.

Additional Features and Supplementary Materials

Comprehensive introductions for each play and playwright

Historical and cultural context essays to aid understanding

Glossaries defining theatrical and literary terms

Discussion questions and study guides for academic use

Chronologies detailing the development of drama over time

Editorial Contributions and Scholarly Value

The editorial team behind the norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 consists of distinguished
scholars and theater experts who bring rigor and insight to the collection. Their work ensures that each
volume maintains academic integrity while remaining accessible to a broad audience.



Selection Criteria and Editorial Philosophy

Editors prioritize plays that have significantly influenced the art form, balancing canonical works with
important but less frequently studied texts. This approach provides a nuanced picture of dramatic history and
encourages critical engagement. The inclusion of diverse voices and traditions reflects contemporary
scholarship’s emphasis on inclusivity and global perspectives.

Critical Essays and Annotations

The volume features critical essays that accompany many plays, offering interpretations and scholarly
commentary. Annotations throughout the texts clarify archaic language, cultural references, and dramatic
devices. These editorial elements deepen readers’ comprehension and support rigorous academic analysis.

Contribution to Theater Scholarship

By integrating primary texts with contextual and critical materials, the norton anthology of drama second
edition vol 1 2 has become a foundational resource in theater studies. It facilitates interdisciplinary research,
connecting drama with history, literature, philosophy, and cultural studies. The anthology’s scholarly
apparatus supports both teaching and original research initiatives.

Applications in Education and Theater Studies

The norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 is widely adopted in educational settings, from
undergraduate courses to advanced seminars. Its comprehensive nature and editorial features make it ideal for a
variety of academic and professional uses.

Use in Academic Curricula

Universities employ this anthology as a core textbook for courses in drama, English literature, comparative
literature, and performing arts. Its structure allows instructors to design syllabi that cover historical
periods, thematic studies, or playwright-focused modules. The inclusion of study questions and contextual
essays supports classroom discussion and written assignments.

Support for Theater Practitioners

The anthology serves as a practical resource for actors, directors, and dramaturgs who require
authoritative texts and critical insights for production preparation. Understanding the historical and
cultural contexts of plays enriches performance interpretation and staging decisions.

Research and Reference Tool

Researchers utilize the norton anthology of drama second edition vol 1 2 for authoritative texts and
scholarly commentary. Its comprehensive coverage and critical apparatus facilitate comparative studies,



literary analysis, and exploration of dramatic traditions worldwide.

Benefits of Using This Edition

Updated scholarship reflecting recent critical trends

Extensive range of plays spanning multiple eras and cultures

Integrated critical essays and study aids

High-quality editorial standards ensuring text accuracy

Support for diverse learning styles and academic levels

Frequently Asked Questions

What plays are included in The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second
Edition, Volume 1?

The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition, Volume 1 includes a wide range of plays from ancient Greek
drama to the 18th century, featuring works by playwrights such as Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides,
Aristophanes, Seneca, Shakespeare, and Moli�re.

How does the second edition of The Norton Anthology of Drama differ from
the first edition?

The second edition of The Norton Anthology of Drama features updated scholarship, additional plays,
enhanced introductions, and contextual materials that reflect recent academic research and more diverse
perspectives compared to the first edition.

Is The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition, Volume 2 focused on
modern drama?

Yes, Volume 2 of The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition primarily covers drama from the 19th
century to the present, including modern and contemporary playwrights such as Ibsen, Chekhov, Shaw, Beckett,
and Tony Kushner.

Can The Norton Anthology of Drama be used for academic courses on
theater and drama?

Absolutely. The Norton Anthology of Drama is widely used in academic settings for courses on theater, drama
history, and playwriting due to its comprehensive selection of plays and scholarly introductions.

Does The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition include critical
essays or just the plays?

In addition to full-length plays, The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition includes critical essays,



historical context, author biographies, and performance notes to enrich readers' understanding of the dramatic
works.

Where can I purchase The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition,
Volumes 1 and 2?

The Norton Anthology of Drama, Second Edition, Volumes 1 and 2 can be purchased through major book
retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and directly from the publisher's website, W.W. Norton & Company.

Additional Resources
1. The Norton Anthology of Drama: Second Edition, Volume 1
This volume offers a comprehensive selection of classic and contemporary plays, spanning from ancient Greek
drama to the early modern period. It provides readers with rich historical context, critical essays, and detailed
notes that enhance the understanding of each work. Ideal for students and enthusiasts, this anthology
presents both canonical and less familiar plays that shaped theatrical history.

2. The Norton Anthology of Drama: Second Edition, Volume 2
Focusing on modern and contemporary drama, this volume explores plays from the 19th century to the present
day. It includes works that address social, political, and cultural themes, reflecting the evolving nature of
theater. The volume is complemented by insightful introductions and critical perspectives that encourage deeper
engagement with the texts.

3. The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare
This companion provides an accessible yet scholarly overview of Shakespeare’s life, works, and the historical
context of his plays. It includes essays by leading experts that discuss Shakespearean drama’s themes, genres,
and language. This book is an excellent resource for readers seeking to understand the foundational texts
featured in many drama anthologies.

4. A History of English Drama 1660-1900 by Allardyce Nicoll
Nicoll’s expansive study traces the development of English drama from the Restoration through the 19th
century. It offers detailed analysis of key playwrights, theatrical movements, and performance practices. This
book complements the Norton Anthology by providing historical background and critical insights into the
evolution of drama.

5. Modern Drama: A Very Short Introduction by Christopher Innes
This concise introduction explores the major themes, styles, and innovations in modern drama. Innes highlights
influential playwrights and movements that reshaped theater in the 20th century. It serves as a useful primer
for readers interested in the plays included in the second volume of the Norton Anthology.

6. The Oxford Illustrated History of Theatre edited by John Russell Brown
Covering global theatrical traditions from ancient times to the present, this illustrated history situates
drama within broader cultural and historical contexts. It includes essays on performance, playwriting, and
theater architecture, enriched with images and diagrams. This book is valuable for understanding the diversity
and evolution of drama featured in the Norton Anthology.

7. Drama: An Introduction by Philip Roberts
Roberts provides a clear and engaging overview of drama as an art form, covering its elements, history, and
performance aspects. The book includes discussions on script analysis, staging, and audience reception. It is
particularly helpful for students new to drama studies and complements the texts found in the Norton
Anthology.

8. Twentieth-Century Drama: A Critical Introduction by David Krasner
This critical introduction examines major trends and playwrights in 20th-century drama, including realism,
absurdism, and postmodernism. Krasner’s analysis offers insight into the social and political contexts that
shaped modern plays. The book pairs well with the more contemporary selections in the Norton Anthology’s
second volume.



9. The Theatre Experience by Edwin Wilson and Alvin Goldfarb
This book combines an introduction to the art of theater with practical insights into production and
performance. It covers the history of drama, key playwrights, and contemporary theater practices. Designed for
students and theater practitioners alike, it complements the Norton Anthology by providing a broader
understanding of how plays come to life on stage.
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