the norton anthology of drama volume 2

the norton anthology of drama volume 2 is a comprehensive and authoritative
collection that brings together an extensive range of dramatic works spanning from the late
eighteenth century to the contemporary era. This volume serves as an essential resource
for students, scholars, and enthusiasts of drama, offering a rich selection of plays that
reflect significant theatrical movements and cultural shifts. Featuring works by renowned
playwrights alongside lesser-known voices, the anthology provides insight into the
evolution of drama as both an art form and a social commentary vehicle. Its careful
editorial curation includes historical context, critical introductions, and annotations that
enhance the reader’s understanding and appreciation of each play. In this article, we will
explore the key features of the Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2, its structure and
content, the importance of its editorial approach, and its value in academic and theatrical
settings.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama
Volume 2

The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2 is the second installment in a two-volume series
that collectively covers dramatic literature from its earliest recorded forms to modern day.
Volume 2 specifically focuses on the period from the late eighteenth century through the
twenty-first century, capturing the dynamic changes in theatrical styles, themes, and
cultural relevance. It includes a wide array of genres such as realism, modernism,
postmodernism, experimental theater, and contemporary drama. This volume is recognized
for its breadth and depth, providing readers with a panoramic view of drama’s development
within historical and social contexts.

Historical Scope and Time Periods Covered

This volume spans a critical era in drama history, beginning with the Romantic and
Victorian periods and moving through the twentieth century into contemporary works. It
highlights key movements including realism and naturalism, the rise of avant-garde and
experimental theater, and the diverse voices emerging in recent decades. The anthology
captures the transition from classical dramatic traditions to innovative forms that challenge



conventions and address modern societal issues.

Range of Playwrights Included

The anthology features an impressive lineup of playwrights from different backgrounds and
styles. It includes canonical figures such as Henrik Ibsen, Anton Chekhov, Arthur Miller, and
Tennessee Williams, alongside influential modern and postmodern dramatists like Samuel
Beckett, Lorraine Hansberry, August Wilson, and Suzan-Lori Parks. This breadth ensures a
comprehensive understanding of drama’s evolution and the varied cultural perspectives
shaping theatrical expression.

Content and Structure of the Anthology

The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2 is meticulously organized to facilitate both study
and enjoyment. The content is divided into thematic and chronological sections, each
introduced with contextual essays that frame the plays within their historical and artistic
milieus. The anthology includes full texts of selected plays, along with excerpts from longer
works when appropriate, providing a balance between comprehensive coverage and
focused study.

Thematic Organization

The plays are grouped according to major theatrical movements and thematic concerns,
allowing readers to trace the development of specific genres and styles. These themes
include realism and naturalism, modernism and expressionism, postwar and postmodern
drama, and contemporary issues such as race, gender, and identity.

Supplementary Materials

Each section is supplemented with editorial materials such as introductions, explanatory
notes, and biographical information about the playwrights. These features aid in
contextualizing the texts and deepening the reader’s engagement with the material. The
inclusion of production histories and critical commentary further enriches the reader’s
experience.

Sample Plays Included

e A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen
e The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov
e A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

e Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller



e Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
e A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
e Fences by August Wilson

e Topdog/Underdog by Suzan-Lori Parks

Editorial Approach and Features

The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2 is distinguished by its rigorous editorial standards
and scholarly apparatus. The editors balance fidelity to original texts with accessibility for
contemporary readers, ensuring that the plays are both authentic and approachable.
Attention to textual accuracy, annotation, and contextualization is a hallmark of this
volume.

Textual Integrity and Annotations

Each play is presented with careful attention to the original text, with any editorial
emendations clearly noted. The annotations provide definitions, cultural references, and
explanations of dramatic conventions, making the material accessible to readers who may
be unfamiliar with certain historical or linguistic elements.

Contextual Essays and Critical Introductions

The anthology includes introductory essays for each major section and individual plays,
written by leading scholars in the field of drama studies. These essays situate the works
within their broader literary, historical, and social contexts, offering critical perspectives
that enhance understanding and scholarly analysis.

Significance in Drama Studies and Education

The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2 holds a prominent place in academic settings as
a foundational text for courses in drama, theater history, literature, and cultural studies. Its
comprehensive coverage and scholarly rigor make it an indispensable tool for teaching and
research.

Academic Use and Curriculum Integration

Many university and college drama programs adopt this anthology as a core text due to its
extensive representation of dramatic traditions and critical resources. It supports a wide
range of pedagogical goals, including historical awareness, literary analysis, and
performance studies.



Support for Diverse Perspectives

The anthology’s inclusion of diverse playwrights and contemporary voices reflects an
ongoing commitment to representing multiple cultural and social perspectives. This
inclusivity fosters critical discussions about identity, power, and societal change within the
context of drama.

Using the Anthology in Academic and Theatrical
Contexts

The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2 is valuable not only as a textual resource but also
as a practical guide for theatrical production and performance study. Its detailed contextual
and critical materials provide a foundation for informed interpretation and staging.

Enhancing Performance Studies

Actors, directors, and theater practitioners benefit from the anthology’s comprehensive
background information and textual clarity, which aid in the development of nuanced
performances. Understanding the historical and cultural context of each play enriches
creative choices and audience engagement.

Research and Scholarly Reference

Researchers rely on the anthology for its authoritative texts and scholarly commentary
when conducting literary analysis, historical research, or comparative studies. The volume’s
extensive bibliographies and editorial notes serve as valuable starting points for further
investigation.

Practical Applications

Course reading material for drama and literature classes

Reference text for academic research and theses

Resource for theater workshops and rehearsal preparation

Tool for dramaturgy and production planning

e Source for critical essays and literary criticism



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2'
about?

It is a comprehensive collection of significant plays from the late 19th century to the
present, offering a wide range of dramatic works that showcase the evolution of modern
and contemporary drama.

Which playwrights are featured in 'The Norton
Anthology of Drama Volume 2'?

The anthology includes works by prominent playwrights such as Henrik Ibsen, Anton
Chekhov, Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, August Wilson, Lorraine Hansberry, and many
others.

How is ‘'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2'
organized?

The volume is typically organized chronologically and thematically, providing historical
context and critical essays alongside the plays to enhance understanding.

What makes 'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2’
a valuable resource for students?

It offers authoritative texts, critical introductions, and contextual materials that help
students analyze and appreciate the complexities of modern drama.

Are there any contemporary plays included in ‘'The
Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2'?

Yes, the anthology includes contemporary and late 20th-century plays, reflecting ongoing
developments and diverse voices in drama.

Does ‘'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2' include
performance history or critical analysis?

Yes, it provides scholarly essays, performance histories, and critical analyses to deepen
readers' understanding of the plays and their significance.

Is 'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2' suitable
for both academic and general readers?

Absolutely, it is designed to be accessible to students and scholars while also engaging
general readers interested in dramatic literature.



What editions of 'The Norton Anthology of Drama
Volume 2' are available?

Multiple editions exist, with updated content and additional plays; the latest editions
incorporate recent dramatic works and current scholarship.

How does ‘'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2’
address diversity in drama?

The anthology includes works by playwrights from various cultural, racial, and gender
backgrounds, highlighting diverse perspectives in modern drama.

Can 'The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2' be used
for performance studies?

Yes, its inclusion of performance notes, historical context, and critical commentary makes it
a valuable tool for those studying theatrical performance and production.

Additional Resources

1. The Norton Anthology of Drama: Volume 1

This volume serves as a companion to Volume 2, covering early and classical drama from
ancient Greek to Renaissance periods. It includes seminal works by playwrights such as
Sophocles, Shakespeare, and Marlowe. The anthology provides historical context and
critical essays, making it an essential resource for understanding the evolution of dramatic
literature.

2. The Cambridge Companion to Modern British Women Playwrights

Focusing on contemporary British drama, this book explores the works of influential women
playwrights who have shaped modern theatre. It offers critical analysis and historical
background on themes such as gender, identity, and politics. This companion complements
the Norton Anthology by highlighting voices often underrepresented in traditional drama
collections.

3. The Routledge Anthology of Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Drama

This anthology gathers significant plays from the Restoration through the eighteenth
century, a period marked by wit, satire, and social commentary. Featuring works by
Congreve, Sheridan, and Goldsmith, it provides insight into the cultural and political
contexts of the time. The volume is useful for readers interested in the transitional phase
between classical and modern drama.

4. Twentieth-Century Drama: An Anthology

Covering major dramatic works from the 1900s, this anthology highlights the innovations
and diverse voices that characterize modern theatre. Including plays by Ibsen, Shaw,
Beckett, and Pinter, it explores themes of existentialism, social change, and absurdism. This
collection is a valuable resource for understanding the dramatic shifts leading up to the
plays featured in the Norton Anthology Volume 2.



5. The Oxford Companion to English Literature

While broader in scope, this comprehensive reference includes extensive entries on
playwrights, theatrical movements, and key dramatic works. It offers detailed background
information and critical perspectives useful for deeper study of the plays found in the
Norton Anthology. The companion is an indispensable tool for students and scholars of
English drama.

6. Women Playwrights of the Restoration: Eight Comedies

This collection spotlights female playwrights from the Restoration period, a time when
women first gained prominence on the English stage. The volume includes works by Aphra
Behn and Susanna Centlivre, showcasing their contributions to comedy and social critique.
It enriches understanding of early female voices in drama, complementing the broader
selections in the Norton Anthology.

7. American Drama: A Norton Anthology

This anthology focuses on the rich tradition of American theatre, featuring plays from the
colonial period to the late twentieth century. It includes works by playwrights such as
Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, and Lorraine Hansberry. The collection offers insight into
the unique cultural and historical contexts that have shaped American drama, paralleling
the international scope of the Norton Drama Volume 2.

8. The Cambridge Companion to Modernism in Theatre

Exploring the modernist movement’s impact on drama, this companion discusses key
themes such as fragmentation, symbolism, and experimentation. It provides critical essays
on playwrights like Strindberg, Pirandello, and T.S. Eliot, who influenced the development of
twentieth-century theatre. This book aids in understanding the stylistic and thematic
innovations present in many plays included in the Norton Anthology.

9. Performance and Cultural Politics

This book examines how drama and performance intersect with issues of race, gender, and
identity politics. Through a critical lens, it explores how contemporary playwrights use
theatre as a medium for social commentary and activism. The work provides valuable
context for interpreting modern and postmodern plays found in the Norton Anthology of
Drama Volume 2.
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