
the one day of the year script

the one day of the year script is a significant text in Australian theatre, renowned for its poignant
exploration of national identity, remembrance, and the complexities surrounding Anzac Day. This
powerful play by Alan Seymour has been studied and performed extensively, offering a compelling
narrative that delves into the intergenerational perspectives on war and commemoration. The one
day of the year script provides rich material for theatrical productions, academic analysis, and
cultural discussions. Understanding the structure, themes, characters, and historical context of the
script enhances appreciation of its literary and social significance. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the script’s background, its thematic depth, character analysis, and its
impact on Australian culture. Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the
key areas covered in the article for easy navigation.
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Background and Historical Context of the One Day of
the Year Script
The one day of the year script was written by Alan Seymour in 1958, set against the backdrop of
post-World War II Australia. This period was characterized by a reevaluation of national identity and
the role of Anzac Day in Australian society. The play emerged during a time when the glorification of
war was increasingly questioned, reflecting evolving attitudes towards military service and
commemoration. Seymour’s script challenges traditional narratives by presenting conflicting
viewpoints between generations. It captures the social tensions between the older generation, who
revered Anzac Day as a sacred tradition, and younger Australians, who were more critical and
skeptical about the war’s legacy. The historical context is vital to understanding the play’s themes
and the controversy it sparked upon its debut.

Plot Overview and Structure
The one day of the year script unfolds over a single day, Anzac Day, and focuses on the interactions
within a family and the broader community. The narrative centers on Hughie, a young man who
openly criticizes the Anzac Day celebrations, clashing with his father Alf, a World War II veteran who



holds the day in high regard. The script is structured into acts and scenes that progress the storyline
through dialogue-driven exchanges and emotional confrontations. This format allows for an intense
exploration of differing perspectives, highlighting the generational divide and cultural debates
surrounding patriotism and remembrance.

Main Plot Points
The key events of the one day of the year script include:

Hughie’s preparation for attending the Anzac Day march with his girlfriend

Alf’s confrontation with Hughie over his anti-Anzac Day stance

The community’s varied reactions to the commemoration, reflecting broader societal attitudes

The climactic argument between father and son that encapsulates the play’s central conflict

Themes and Symbolism
The one day of the year script is rich with themes that explore identity, memory, and societal values.
The play critiques blind nationalism and questions the romanticized image of war often perpetuated
by official commemorations. It also delves into the theme of generational conflict, illustrating how
perspectives on history and patriotism can differ significantly between age groups. Symbolism is
employed throughout the script to enhance these themes, using the Anzac Day march as a powerful
symbol of national pride and contested memory.

Key Themes

Patriotism and National Identity: The script examines how Anzac Day serves as a symbol of
Australian identity while also exposing tensions in that identity.

Generational Conflict: The opposing views between Hughie and Alf represent broader
societal debates about the meaning of war and remembrance.

Memory and Commemoration: The play interrogates how societies remember past conflicts
and the implications of those memories for present and future generations.

Critique of War: It challenges the glorification of war and highlights its human cost.



Character Analysis
The characters in the one day of the year script are carefully crafted to embody the thematic
concerns of the play. The dynamic between the characters drives the narrative and illuminates the
social commentary embedded in the text.

Hughie
Hughie is the protagonist and a young university student who is critical of Anzac Day and what it
represents. His skepticism and rebellious attitude challenge traditional views and provoke conflict
with his family and community. Hughie’s character serves as a voice for a more modern, questioning
generation.

Alf
Alf is Hughie’s father and a veteran of World War II. He represents the older generation’s respect
and reverence for Anzac Day. Alf’s pride in his service and his adherence to traditional values create
a powerful counterpoint to Hughie’s dissent. His character embodies the emotional weight of war
memory and the difficulty of reconciling differing viewpoints within families.

Supporting Characters
The script also features other characters who reflect the community’s diverse attitudes towards
Anzac Day, including Hughie’s girlfriend and various townspeople. These characters add depth to
the social context and highlight the range of opinions and emotions tied to the commemoration.

Performance History and Adaptations
Since its debut, the one day of the year script has been a staple in Australian theatre and has seen
numerous performances and adaptations. The play initially caused controversy due to its critical
stance on a revered national holiday, but it has since been recognized for its courageous
examination of Australian identity and history.

Theatrical Productions
The script has been performed by professional theatre companies and educational institutions alike,
often included in school curricula for its cultural and historical significance. Productions emphasize
the emotional intensity and social relevance of the script, often updating settings or interpretations
to resonate with contemporary audiences.



Film and Media Adaptations
The one day of the year script was adapted into a film in 1960, which further expanded its reach and
impact. The adaptation preserved the core themes and narrative while bringing the story to a wider
audience. The film remains an important cultural artifact in Australian cinema.

Impact and Legacy in Australian Theatre and Culture
The one day of the year script has had a lasting impact on Australian theatre and cultural discourse.
It opened pathways for critical dialogue about national myths and the complexities of
commemoration. The play challenged audiences to reconsider accepted narratives and contributed
to a more nuanced understanding of Australian history.

Influence on Australian Theatre
By confronting contentious issues through a family drama, the script set a precedent for socially
conscious theatre in Australia. It influenced subsequent playwrights and productions that address
national identity, history, and social justice.

Cultural Significance
The script remains a touchstone for discussions about Anzac Day and Australian values. Its enduring
relevance is reflected in ongoing performances and academic study, ensuring that the dialogue it
sparked continues across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The One Day of the Year' script about?
'The One Day of the Year' script is a play written by Alan Seymour that explores the conflicting views
surrounding Anzac Day in Australia, focusing on themes of patriotism, family dynamics, and social
criticism.

Who is the author of 'The One Day of the Year' script?
The script was written by Australian playwright Alan Seymour in 1958.

What are the main themes in 'The One Day of the Year' script?
The main themes include generational conflict, the meaning of Anzac Day, nationalism, sacrifice, and
the clash between traditional and modern values.



How has 'The One Day of the Year' script impacted Australian
theatre?
The play is considered a landmark in Australian theatre for its bold critique of national identity and
has sparked discussions about Anzac Day's significance, making it a classic in Australian drama.

Is 'The One Day of the Year' script based on true events?
While the script is a work of fiction, it is inspired by real social attitudes and controversies
surrounding Anzac Day in Australia during the 1950s.

What is the setting of 'The One Day of the Year' script?
The play is set in Australia during Anzac Day celebrations, primarily focusing on the home of the
protagonist's family.

Who are the central characters in 'The One Day of the Year'
script?
The central characters include Alf Cook, a war veteran; his son Hughie Cook, who criticizes the
glorification of Anzac Day; and other family members who represent different perspectives.

Why was 'The One Day of the Year' initially controversial?
The play was controversial because it challenged the widely held reverence for Anzac Day,
criticizing the commercialization and blind patriotism associated with the event.

Has 'The One Day of the Year' script been adapted into other
formats?
Yes, the script has been adapted into a feature film in 1960 and has been performed numerous times
on stage, maintaining its relevance in Australian culture.

Additional Resources
1. One Day by David Nicholls
This novel follows the lives of Emma and Dexter, who meet on the day of their graduation and revisit
their relationship on the same date each year. It explores themes of love, friendship, and the passage
of time, capturing the nuances of life’s changes. The book’s unique structure offers a poignant look
at how one day can hold immense significance over the years.

2. The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger
A compelling love story about Henry, a man with a rare genetic disorder that causes him to time
travel unpredictably, and Clare, his wife who must cope with his sudden absences. The narrative
weaves through different moments in time, emphasizing the fragility of relationships and the impact
of moments shared together. It’s a blend of romance, science fiction, and tragedy.



3. Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver
This young adult novel centers on Samantha Kingston, who relives the last day of her life repeatedly
after a tragic accident. Each repetition forces her to confront her actions and the consequences they
have on her and those around her. The story highlights themes of redemption, self-discovery, and
the importance of cherishing every moment.

4. The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey
In a post-apocalyptic world where waves of alien attacks devastate humanity, Cassie Sullivan
struggles to survive and protect her younger brother. The narrative unfolds over critical days that
define the fate of the survivors, blending suspense, action, and emotional depth. It examines
resilience and the human spirit under extreme pressure.

5. One Day in December by Josie Silver
This romantic novel follows Laurie, who spots a man through a bus window and feels an instant
connection, only to lose him before they can meet. The story spans years as their lives intersect and
diverge, exploring fate, missed opportunities, and enduring love. It’s a heartwarming tale about how
one day can change everything.

6. The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
Nora Seed finds herself in a library between life and death, where each book represents a different
path her life could have taken. She explores various alternate realities, reflecting on choices and
regrets. The novel is a thought-provoking meditation on life’s possibilities and the value of
embracing one’s current existence.

7. Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
This novel follows Ursula Todd, who is born again and again into the same life, living through the
turbulent events of the 20th century multiple times. The narrative structure allows for the
exploration of fate, chance, and the possibility of changing one’s destiny. It’s a richly layered story
about life, death, and what lies beyond.

8. Every Day by David Levithan
The story centers on “A,” a mysterious entity who wakes up every day in a different body,
experiencing life through various perspectives. When A falls in love with a girl named Rhiannon, the
story explores themes of identity, love, and acceptance beyond physical form. It’s a unique take on
relationships and the essence of self.

9. Replay by Ken Grimwood
Jeff Winston dies in his forties only to wake up back in his college days, reliving his life repeatedly
with full memory of his past experiences. Each “replay” gives him the chance to alter his choices and
explore different life paths. The novel delves into questions of destiny, free will, and the meaning of
life through the lens of time loops.
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