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the one great question sutton e griggs stands as a notable work in African American literature,

reflecting the social, political, and cultural tensions of the early 20th century. Sutton E. Griggs was an

influential author and minister whose writings often explored themes of racial uplift, social justice, and

the quest for equality. This article delves deeply into the significance of "The One Great Question,"

examining its historical context, narrative structure, and the impact it had on African American thought

and literature. By analyzing Griggs' unique approach to storytelling and his emphasis on critical

societal issues, readers can gain a better understanding of the novel's enduring relevance. This

exploration will also highlight Griggs' legacy as a pioneering voice in the fight against racial

oppression. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the novel’s themes, author

background, and its place within the broader literary canon.
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Background of Sutton E. Griggs

Sutton E. Griggs was an African American author, Baptist minister, and social reformer born in 1872.

His work reflected a deep commitment to racial equality and the empowerment of Black Americans

during the post-Reconstruction era. Griggs utilized his literary talents to address the challenges faced

by African Americans, particularly segregation, discrimination, and economic inequality. His writings

often combined religious themes with social activism, making him a significant figure in early 20th-

century African American literature. Understanding Griggs' background is crucial for appreciating the

message and purpose behind the one great question sutton e griggs.

Early Life and Education

Griggs was born in Texas and received his education at institutions such as Roger Williams University

in Nashville, Tennessee. His formative years shaped his resolve to combat racial injustice through both

ministry and writing. His experiences in the segregated South informed much of his literary work,

including The One Great Question.

Career and Contributions

Throughout his career, Griggs published numerous novels and essays that conveyed his advocacy for

African American rights. Beyond literature, he served as a Baptist minister, using his sermons to

inspire social change. His dual roles as a preacher and author enabled him to reach a broad audience

with messages of hope and resistance against oppression.

Overview of The One Great Question

The One Great Question is a novel written by Sutton E. Griggs that addresses the critical issues of

race relations and social justice in the United States. The narrative centers on the struggles faced by

African Americans in a racially divided society and the pursuit of equality and dignity. The novel is



noted for its direct engagement with the social realities of its time, offering a bold critique of systemic

racism and segregation. It stands as a seminal work that combines fiction with pointed social

commentary.

Plot Summary

The novel follows the lives of several African American characters as they navigate the challenges

imposed by a segregated society. Through their experiences, Griggs explores themes of identity,

resistance, and the quest for civil rights. The story emphasizes the moral and ethical questions

surrounding racial discrimination, making the one great question sutton e griggs not only a literary work

but also a call to action.

Main Characters

The characters in The One Great Question represent various facets of African American life and

thought during the early 1900s. They embody the hopes, fears, and aspirations of a community striving

for justice. Their development throughout the novel highlights the complexities of race relations and the

importance of solidarity in overcoming oppression.

Themes and Motifs in The One Great Question

The novel is rich with themes that reflect the socio-political climate of the period. Sutton E. Griggs uses

the one great question sutton e griggs to probe deeply into issues of racial identity, social justice, and

the transformative power of education and religion. These themes resonate through the narrative,

providing insight into the African American experience in the segregated South.

Racial Inequality and Segregation

One of the primary themes is the systemic racial inequality entrenched in American society. Griggs



exposes the brutal realities of segregation and discrimination and their impact on African American

communities. This theme is central to understanding the novel’s message and Griggs' vision for racial

uplift.

Education as Empowerment

Education emerges as a critical motif throughout the book. Griggs advocates for knowledge as a

means to challenge oppression and achieve social progress. This emphasis on education aligns with

the broader African American struggle for civil rights and equality during the era.

Religion and Moral Responsibility

Griggs, being a minister, integrates themes of religion and morality into the narrative. The spiritual

dimension of the novel underscores the ethical imperatives of justice and compassion, reinforcing the

call for societal change.

List of Key Themes in The One Great Question

Racial segregation and systemic injustice

Struggle for African American identity

Education as a tool for liberation

Religious faith and moral advocacy

Social solidarity and activism



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Sutton E. Griggs employs a style that blends realism with didacticism in the one great question sutton

e griggs. His narrative techniques serve both to engage readers and to educate them about the

pressing social issues of his time. Griggs’ prose is direct and purposeful, reflecting his dual goals as a

storyteller and social reformer.

Realism and Social Critique

The novel uses realistic portrayals of African American life to critique the injustices of society. Griggs

presents characters and situations grounded in the everyday realities of segregation and

discrimination, making the narrative relatable and impactful.

Didactic Elements

Griggs’ writing is intentionally didactic, aiming to instruct readers on the moral and social imperatives

of racial equality. His sermons and speeches are often woven into the text, emphasizing the ethical

dimensions of the struggle for justice.

Symbolism and Imagery

The novel incorporates symbolism to reinforce its themes. For example, education is symbolized as a

pathway to freedom, while segregation represents the chains of oppression. These literary devices

deepen the reader’s engagement with the text’s central messages.

Historical and Social Context

The context in which the one great question sutton e griggs was written is crucial to understanding its

significance. Published during the Jim Crow era, the novel reflects the harsh realities of racial



segregation and the burgeoning African American civil rights movement. Griggs’ work responds directly

to the social and political challenges of his time.

Jim Crow Laws and Segregation

The novel was written against the backdrop of Jim Crow laws that institutionalized racial segregation

and disenfranchisement in the South. These laws created systemic barriers for African Americans,

which Griggs addresses through his vivid narrative.

The African American Uplift Movement

During this period, African American leaders and intellectuals promoted racial uplift through education,

moral development, and economic advancement. Griggs’ novel aligns with this movement, advocating

for self-improvement and collective action.

Race Relations and Early Civil Rights Efforts

The book reflects the tensions and hopes of early civil rights activism, highlighting the need for social

reform and equal rights. Griggs’ voice contributes to the discourse surrounding race relations in

America during the early 20th century.

Impact and Legacy of The One Great Question

The One Great Question has left a lasting impact on African American literature and social thought.

Sutton E. Griggs’ pioneering efforts helped pave the way for later writers and activists who continued

the struggle for racial justice. The novel remains an important historical document and a source of

inspiration for readers interested in the intersection of literature and social change.



Influence on African American Literature

The novel influenced subsequent generations of African American writers by demonstrating how

literature can serve as a vehicle for social critique and reform. Griggs’ blend of narrative and activism

set a precedent for future literary works addressing racial issues.

Educational and Cultural Significance

the one great question sutton e griggs is studied for its insightful portrayal of early 20th-century African

American life and its advocacy for justice. It continues to be recognized in academic circles for its

contribution to African American cultural history.

Enduring Relevance

Many of the themes explored in the novel remain relevant today, including racial inequality, the fight for

civil rights, and the power of education. Griggs’ work is a reminder of the ongoing nature of the

struggle for equality and the importance of literary voices in shaping social consciousness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Sutton E. Griggs, the author of 'The One Great Question'?

Sutton E. Griggs was an African American author, Baptist minister, and social activist known for his

novels addressing racial and social issues in the early 20th century. He wrote 'The One Great

Question' to explore themes of race, justice, and morality.

What is the central theme of Sutton E. Griggs' 'The One Great



Question'?

'The One Great Question' primarily deals with the quest for justice and equality, focusing on the

struggles of African Americans in a racially segregated society and the moral questions surrounding

social reform and racial uplift.

When was 'The One Great Question' by Sutton E. Griggs published?

'The One Great Question' was published in 1915, during a period of intense racial discrimination and

social change in the United States.

How does 'The One Great Question' reflect the social and political

climate of its time?

The book reflects early 20th-century America’s racial tensions, segregation laws, and the fight for civil

rights. Griggs uses the narrative to criticize racism and advocate for African American empowerment

and social justice.

What literary style does Sutton E. Griggs use in 'The One Great

Question'?

Griggs employs a combination of social realism and didactic fiction in 'The One Great Question', using

engaging storytelling to address serious social issues and inspire readers to think critically about race

and justice.

Why is 'The One Great Question' considered an important work in

African American literature?

It is considered important because it tackles pressing racial issues of its era from the perspective of a

Black author, contributing to African American literary tradition and providing insight into early civil

rights struggles.



Are there any notable characters in 'The One Great Question' that

symbolize larger social ideas?

Yes, the characters in the novel often embody various attitudes toward race relations and social

justice, serving as representations of different viewpoints in the struggle for equality and moral

righteousness.

Where can I find a copy of Sutton E. Griggs' 'The One Great Question'?

Copies of 'The One Great Question' can be found in some university libraries, specialized bookstores,

or online platforms offering public domain works, such as Project Gutenberg or archive.org.

Additional Resources

1. The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man by James Weldon Johnson

This novel explores the complexities of racial identity in early 20th-century America. It follows a mixed-

race protagonist who grapples with the choice between living as Black or passing as white. The book

offers a poignant examination of race, social status, and personal freedom.

2. Native Son by Richard Wright

A powerful and controversial novel that delves into systemic racism and its effects on an African

American man named Bigger Thomas. The story confronts issues of poverty, fear, and societal

oppression in 1930s Chicago. Wright’s work is a raw and unflinching look at the consequences of

racial injustice.

3. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

This novel follows an unnamed Black protagonist who feels socially invisible in a racially divided

America. It blends surrealism and realism to explore themes of identity, individuality, and the struggle

for self-understanding. Ellison’s work remains a seminal piece in African American literature.

4. Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington



An influential autobiography that details Washington’s rise from slavery to becoming a leading African

American educator and leader. The book advocates for self-help, education, and economic progress

as means for Black advancement. It provides historical context for the African American experience

post-Reconstruction.

5. The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du Bois

A seminal work of African American literature and sociology, this collection of essays addresses the

challenges faced by Black Americans in the post-Civil War era. Du Bois introduces the concept of

“double consciousness” and critiques Booker T. Washington’s approach to racial uplift. The book is

both a historical document and a call for civil rights.

6. Beloved by Toni Morrison

A haunting novel centered on the legacy of slavery and its psychological impact on African Americans.

It tells the story of Sethe, a woman haunted by the ghost of her dead daughter. Morrison’s narrative

explores memory, trauma, and the enduring bonds of family.

7. Black Reconstruction in America by W.E.B. Du Bois

This groundbreaking historical study reexamines the Reconstruction era from the perspective of African

Americans. Du Bois challenges prevailing narratives that marginalized Black contributions and

highlights the struggles for justice and equality. The book is essential for understanding post-Civil War

American history.

8. God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse by James Weldon Johnson

A collection of poetic sermons that capture the spirit and rhetoric of African American preaching

traditions. Johnson uses vibrant language and rhythm to celebrate Black culture and religious

expression. This work showcases the power of oral tradition in African American communities.

9. Home to Harlem by Claude McKay

A novel that portrays the vibrant life of Harlem during the Harlem Renaissance. It follows Jake, a

World War I veteran, as he navigates nightlife, love, and identity in a predominantly Black

neighborhood. McKay’s work offers insight into themes of race, culture, and belonging in early 20th-



century America.
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