
the outsiders teaching unit common
core standards
the outsiders teaching unit common core standards is an essential framework
for educators seeking to align their curriculum with nationally recognized
benchmarks while engaging students in meaningful literary analysis. This
article explores how to effectively design a teaching unit around S.E.
Hinton’s classic novel "The Outsiders" that meets Common Core State Standards
(CCSS). From understanding key standards related to reading comprehension,
writing, and speaking to incorporating thematic discussions and critical
thinking exercises, this guide provides a comprehensive roadmap. Educators
will find strategies to integrate textual evidence analysis, character
development exploration, and thematic connections that resonate with
students. Additionally, this unit supports skill-building in vocabulary
acquisition, argumentative writing, and collaborative learning. The following
sections detail the alignment with specific Common Core standards and
practical classroom applications, ensuring a rigorous and engaging study of
"The Outsiders."

Understanding Common Core Standards for Literature

Aligning "The Outsiders" Teaching Unit with CCSS

Key Reading Comprehension Objectives

Writing and Speaking Activities Based on the Novel

Assessment Strategies and Performance Tasks

Understanding Common Core Standards for
Literature
Common Core State Standards provide a clear set of expectations for student
learning in English Language Arts. These standards focus on developing
critical reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language skills necessary
for college and career readiness. For literature, the CCSS emphasizes the
analysis of complex texts, understanding themes, character development, and
the use of textual evidence to support interpretations. Additionally,
standards encourage students to compare multiple texts and analyze how
authors use language and literary devices to convey meaning.



Key Areas of Focus in Literature Standards
The literature standards within the Common Core can be categorized into
several key competencies:

Reading closely to determine explicit and implicit meanings.

Analyzing how characters, settings, and events develop the plot and
theme.

Evaluating the author’s craft and structure, including point of view and
narrative techniques.

Integrating knowledge and ideas across texts.

Using evidence from the text to support analysis and arguments.

Aligning "The Outsiders" Teaching Unit with
CCSS
Creating a teaching unit around "The Outsiders" that aligns with the Common
Core State Standards involves mapping the novel’s themes, characters, and
plot elements to specific CCSS objectives. The novel’s exploration of social
class, identity, and conflict offers rich opportunities for students to
engage with complex themes and develop analytical skills. This unit leverages
the text’s literary qualities to meet standards related to reading
comprehension, vocabulary development, and critical writing.

Mapping Themes and Standards
The themes of loyalty, family, social inequality, and adolescence in "The
Outsiders" dovetail with standards requiring students to analyze theme
development and character motivations. Educators can focus on:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2 – Determining a theme or central idea and
analyzing its development.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3 – Analyzing how particular lines of dialogue or
incidents contribute to the plot and character development.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4 – Determining the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in the text.



Key Reading Comprehension Objectives
Reading comprehension is a cornerstone of the Common Core standards and is
central to the study of "The Outsiders." The teaching unit encourages
students to read with a focus on critical thinking and textual analysis.
Students learn to identify narrative structures, interpret figurative
language, and evaluate character traits and motivations.

Developing Critical Analysis Skills
Students practice close reading strategies, such as annotating the text,
summarizing chapters, and questioning the author’s choices. This strengthens
their ability to:

Identify explicit details and infer implicit meanings.

Analyze how conflicts drive the narrative forward.

Interpret symbolism and motifs throughout the novel.

Writing and Speaking Activities Based on the
Novel
Incorporating writing and speaking exercises aligned with Common Core
standards enhances students’ communication skills. The teaching unit includes
a variety of tasks designed to foster argumentative, narrative, and
explanatory writing, as well as collaborative discussions and presentations.

Writing Assignments
Writing assignments encourage students to use textual evidence to support
claims and convey their understanding of the novel’s themes. Examples
include:

Analytical essays exploring the theme of social class division.1.

Character diaries that explore internal conflicts.2.

Comparative essays analyzing "The Outsiders" alongside other texts3.
featuring similar themes.



Speaking and Listening Activities
Group discussions and presentations enable students to articulate their
interpretations and engage with peers. These activities support CCSS speaking
and listening standards by:

Encouraging the use of evidence-based reasoning.

Promoting respectful and structured debate on key issues in the novel.

Developing presentation skills through formal and informal speaking
tasks.

Assessment Strategies and Performance Tasks
Assessment within the teaching unit is designed to measure student mastery of
the Common Core standards through diverse formats. Formative and summative
assessments provide opportunities to evaluate comprehension, analytical
skills, and communication abilities.

Types of Assessments
Effective assessment strategies include:

Quizzes on plot, vocabulary, and character details.

Written responses requiring textual evidence.

Projects such as creative reinterpretations or thematic presentations.

Peer and self-assessments to foster reflection and growth.

Performance-Based Tasks
Performance tasks integrate reading, writing, and speaking skills by asking
students to synthesize knowledge and apply it in meaningful ways. Examples
include:

Research presentations on the social context of the 1960s and its impact1.
on the novel.

Debates on moral dilemmas faced by characters.2.



Creative writing assignments imagining alternative endings or3.
perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What Common Core standards are addressed in a
teaching unit on 'The Outsiders'?
A teaching unit on 'The Outsiders' typically addresses Common Core standards
in English Language Arts such as reading literature (Key Ideas and Details,
Craft and Structure), writing (Text Types and Purposes, Production and
Distribution of Writing), speaking and listening, and language standards
including vocabulary acquisition.

How can 'The Outsiders' be used to meet the Reading
Literature standards in Common Core?
'The Outsiders' can be used to meet Reading Literature standards by analyzing
key ideas and details, character development, themes, and figurative
language, as well as understanding the structure of the text and comparing it
with other texts.

Which grade levels are most appropriate for a Common
Core-aligned teaching unit on 'The Outsiders'?
'The Outsiders' is most commonly taught in middle school grades 7-9, aligning
with Common Core standards for grades 7 and 8, and can be adapted for high
school levels depending on rigor and depth of analysis.

How can writing assignments on 'The Outsiders'
support Common Core writing standards?
Writing assignments such as literary analysis essays, argumentative essays on
themes, and narrative writing based on characters support Common Core writing
standards by requiring students to produce clear, coherent, and well-
supported texts.

In what ways does 'The Outsiders' teaching unit
incorporate speaking and listening Common Core
standards?
The unit can incorporate speaking and listening standards through activities
like group discussions, presentations, debates on themes or character



decisions, and collaborative projects that require comprehension and
effective communication.

How can vocabulary development from 'The Outsiders'
be aligned with Common Core language standards?
Teachers can focus on context clues, word relationships, and figurative
language found in 'The Outsiders' to help students acquire and use grade-
appropriate vocabulary, thus meeting Common Core language standards.

What assessment strategies align with Common Core
standards in a 'The Outsiders' teaching unit?
Assessment strategies include textual analysis essays, constructed responses
to comprehension questions, presentations, and projects that require
synthesis of themes and character analysis, all designed to meet Common Core
expectations for critical thinking and communication.

Additional Resources
1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
This classic coming-of-age novel explores the struggles between two rival
teenage gangs, the Greasers and the Socs, in 1960s Oklahoma. It addresses
themes such as identity, class conflict, and the search for belonging. The
book aligns with Common Core standards by encouraging analysis of character
development and thematic elements.

2. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton
A companion novel to The Outsiders, Rumble Fish delves into the life of
Rusty-James, a boy trying to escape his troubled past and violent
environment. The story explores themes of brotherhood, change, and the desire
for a better life. It supports Common Core standards through its complex
characters and symbolic imagery.

3. That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton
This novel follows two best friends, Bryon and Mark, as they navigate the
challenges of growing up in a tough neighborhood. It examines themes of
loyalty, change, and moral choices. The book aligns with Common Core
standards by prompting students to compare and contrast characters and
analyze plot structure.

4. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
Speak tells the story of Melinda, a high school freshman who becomes mute
after a traumatic event. The novel addresses themes of trauma, identity, and
the power of voice. It supports Common Core standards by encouraging students
to analyze narrative perspective and themes of resilience.

5. Monster by Walter Dean Myers



This novel is presented as a screenplay and journal entries from a teenager
on trial for murder. It explores themes of identity, justice, and perception.
The unique format helps meet Common Core standards related to analyzing
different narrative forms and perspectives.

6. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Set in the Deep South during the 1930s, this book follows the Logan family as
they face racial injustice and economic hardship. Themes include racism,
family, and courage. The novel supports Common Core standards through its use
of historical context and character analysis.

7. Holes by Louis Sachar
Holes follows Stanley Yelnats as he is sent to a juvenile detention camp
where he uncovers family secrets and solves a mystery. Themes include fate,
friendship, and justice. This book aligns with Common Core standards by
encouraging students to analyze plot structure and cause-and-effect
relationships.

8. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
This novel tells the story of two boys, one with a physical disability and
the other with learning difficulties, who form a strong friendship. Themes
include acceptance, courage, and the power of imagination. The book meets
Common Core standards by exploring character development and theme.

9. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
This novel centers on a high school student who challenges the status quo by
refusing to participate in a fundraising event. It explores themes of
conformity, power, and resistance. The book supports Common Core standards by
prompting critical thinking about character motives and thematic conflicts.
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