
the oxford companion to chess second
edition
the oxford companion to chess second edition stands as a definitive resource
for chess enthusiasts, historians, and players seeking an authoritative
compendium on the game. This comprehensive volume offers an extensive
collection of entries covering chess history, opening theory, endgame
studies, notable players, and terminology. Renowned for its accuracy and
depth, the second edition expands upon the original work with updated content
reflecting modern developments in chess theory and practice. This article
explores the background, structure, and significance of the oxford companion
to chess second edition, highlighting its role as an essential reference.
Readers will gain insights into the book’s editorial approach, key features,
and why it remains a cornerstone in chess literature. The following sections
outline its scope, content organization, and unique attributes that
distinguish this edition from others.

Background and Editorial Overview

Content and Structure

Notable Features and Updates in the Second Edition

Importance and Usage in the Chess Community

Availability and Formats

Background and Editorial Overview
The oxford companion to chess second edition is the product of years of
meticulous scholarship and expertise. Originally compiled by renowned chess
historian and writer David Hooper along with Ken Whyld, the first edition was
published in 1984, quickly establishing itself as a comprehensive lexicon for
chess knowledge. The second edition, released several years later, was
updated to incorporate new research findings, emerging trends, and expanded
biographical entries on prominent chess figures. The editorial team focused
on maintaining the highest standards of accuracy, clarity, and accessibility
to ensure the work serves both casual players and serious researchers alike.

Editorial Expertise and Contributions
The editorial process behind the oxford companion to chess second edition
involved contributions from leading chess authorities and experts. David



Hooper’s background as a chess historian and Ken Whyld’s extensive research
experience ensured that the entries were well-referenced and reliable. The
second edition benefited from additional input reflecting contemporary chess
events, including developments in computer chess and modern opening theory.
This collaborative approach enhanced the volume’s credibility and
comprehensiveness.

Historical Context of Publication
Published during a period of rapid evolution in chess understanding, the
second edition responded to the growing complexity of the game. The rise of
chess engines and databases in the late 20th century necessitated updated
material that addressed these technological influences. The oxford companion
to chess second edition thus represents a bridge between classical chess
literature and modern analytical advancements, capturing the dynamic nature
of the chess world.

Content and Structure
The oxford companion to chess second edition is organized as an encyclopedic
reference, systematically arranged to facilitate easy access to topics
related to chess. Its entries range from short definitions and explanations
to detailed essays on historical events, famous matches, and key concepts.
The alphabetical arrangement allows readers to quickly locate information on
openings, tactics, chess variants, and player biographies, making it an
invaluable research tool.

Comprehensive Coverage of Chess Topics
The volume covers an extensive array of subjects, including but not limited
to:

Chess openings and their classifications

Endgame techniques and theoretical positions

Biographical sketches of influential chess players and composers

Chess terminology and notation systems

Historical tournaments and championship matches

Chess variants and problem compositions

This breadth of topics ensures that the companion serves multiple
purposes—from instructive guidance for improving players to scholarly



reference for historians and analysts.

Entry Format and Style
Entries in the oxford companion to chess second edition are concise yet
detailed, blending technical precision with clear language. Definitions are
supplemented by contextual information, often accompanied by illustrative
examples of moves or positions where appropriate. The consistent editorial
style aids comprehension, making complex concepts accessible without
sacrificing depth.

Notable Features and Updates in the Second
Edition
The second edition of the oxford companion to chess introduced several
enhancements that distinguish it from its predecessor. Key updates reflect
the evolving landscape of chess theory and practice, as well as expanded
historical coverage.

Expanded Biographical Entries
One significant improvement in the second edition is the inclusion of more
comprehensive biographical profiles of chess masters, grandmasters, and
problem composers. These entries provide detailed accounts of players’
careers, achievements, and contributions to the game, offering readers a
richer understanding of chess history and personalities.

Incorporation of Modern Chess Developments
The second edition addresses modern advances such as the rise of computer-
assisted analysis, the impact of chess databases on opening theory, and the
emergence of new strategies. This inclusion ensures that the companion
remains relevant to contemporary players and researchers seeking up-to-date
information.

Enhanced Illustrations and Examples
While primarily text-based, the oxford companion to chess second edition
includes improved diagrams and examples to clarify complex positions and
tactical motifs. These visual aids support the learning process and enhance
the reader’s engagement with the material.



Importance and Usage in the Chess Community
The oxford companion to chess second edition holds a respected position
within the global chess community. Its authoritative content and
comprehensive scope make it a standard reference in libraries, chess clubs,
and academic settings.

Educational Resource for Players and Instructors
Chess educators frequently utilize this companion as a teaching aid to
provide students with reliable definitions, historical context, and strategic
insights. Its encyclopedic nature supports curriculum development and helps
learners deepen their understanding of the game’s complexities.

Research Tool for Historians and Analysts
Chess historians and analysts rely on the oxford companion to chess second
edition for accurate data and well-researched narratives. Its detailed
documentation of tournaments, player biographies, and theoretical concepts
underpins scholarly research and publication.

Reference for Chess Enthusiasts and Collectors
Casual players and collectors appreciate the companion as a rich source of
chess lore and trivia. Its inclusion in personal libraries reflects a
commitment to preserving chess heritage and fostering an informed
appreciation of the game.

Availability and Formats
The oxford companion to chess second edition is available in various formats
to accommodate different user preferences. Traditionally published as a
hardcover volume, it can also be found in digital editions, facilitating
convenient access and searchability.

Print Editions
The hardcover version remains popular among collectors and those who value a
physical reference book. Its durable binding and clear typography contribute
to its longevity as a library staple.



Digital and Online Versions
Digital formats of the oxford companion to chess second edition allow for
quick navigation and keyword searches, enhancing usability for modern
readers. These editions are compatible with e-readers, tablets, and
computers, broadening accessibility.

Purchasing and Library Access
The companion is obtainable through specialized bookstores, online retailers,
and academic libraries worldwide. Its widespread availability underscores its
status as an essential resource in the field of chess literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second
Edition'?
'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition' is a comprehensive reference
book on chess, covering a wide range of topics including openings, players,
history, and terminology, authored by David Hooper and Ken Whyld.

Who authored 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second
Edition'?
The book was authored by David Hooper and Ken Whyld, both well-known chess
historians and writers.

When was 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second
Edition' published?
'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition' was published in 1992.

What makes the second edition of 'The Oxford
Companion to Chess' different from the first
edition?
The second edition includes updated entries, expanded content, corrections,
and additional historical information compared to the first edition.

Is 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition'



suitable for beginners?
While it is primarily a reference book, beginners can benefit from its clear
explanations of chess terminology and history, but it is more often used by
intermediate to advanced players and enthusiasts.

Does 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition'
cover chess openings comprehensively?
Yes, the book includes detailed entries on a wide variety of chess openings
and variations, providing historical context and key ideas.

Can 'The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition'
be used as a historical reference?
Absolutely, it is considered one of the most authoritative historical
references on chess, documenting players, matches, and developments in the
game.

Are there any illustrations or diagrams in 'The
Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition'?
Yes, the book contains numerous diagrams and illustrations to help explain
chess positions, moves, and concepts.

Where can I purchase 'The Oxford Companion to Chess,
Second Edition'?
The book is available for purchase through major online retailers such as
Amazon, as well as specialty chess bookstores and libraries.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford Companion to Chess, Second Edition
This comprehensive reference book by David Hooper and Kenneth Whyld is an
essential resource for chess enthusiasts. It covers a wide range of topics
including chess history, rules, famous players, and detailed explanations of
openings and endgames. The second edition updates and expands the original
work, providing authoritative and accessible information for players of all
levels.

2. My System by Aron Nimzowitsch
Considered one of the most influential chess books ever written, "My System"
introduces fundamental strategic concepts such as prophylaxis,
overprotection, and the importance of pawn structure. Nimzowitsch’s work
revolutionized chess thinking in the early 20th century and remains a vital
read for players aiming to improve their positional understanding.



3. Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess by Bobby Fischer, Stuart Margulies, and Don
Mosenfelder
This beginner-friendly instructional book uses a programmed learning approach
to teach essential chess tactics and strategies. It focuses on checkmates and
tactical patterns, making it ideal for novices looking to build a solid
foundation. The book’s clear explanations and step-by-step problems have
helped countless players improve their game.

4. Modern Chess Openings, 15th Edition by Nick de Firmian
Known as the definitive guide to chess openings, this book offers exhaustive
coverage of contemporary opening theory. It provides detailed analysis of a
wide variety of openings, with up-to-date theory and practical advice. The
15th edition is widely used by both amateur and professional players as a
trusted reference for opening preparation.

5. Zurich International Chess Tournament, 1953 by David Bronstein
This classic tournament book offers a deep dive into one of the most famous
chess events of the 20th century. Bronstein provides insightful annotations
and commentary on the games played by legendary grandmasters, blending
historical context with instructive analysis. It's a must-read for players
interested in both chess history and high-level competition.

6. The Art of Attack in Chess by Vladimir Vuković
Focused on the principles of attacking play, this book teaches readers how to
launch and sustain effective assaults against the opponent’s king. Vuković
covers various attacking motifs, sacrifices, and tactical themes with
numerous examples from master-level games. It remains a cornerstone text for
players looking to sharpen their offensive skills.

7. Endgame Strategy by Mikhail Shereshevsky
This book provides a clear and practical guide to the complex world of chess
endgames. Shereshevsky emphasizes strategic planning and maneuvering, helping
players understand key principles that govern the transition from middlegame
to endgame. His explanations aid readers in mastering essential techniques to
convert advantages and save difficult positions.

8. The Life and Games of Mikhail Tal by Mikhail Tal
An autobiographical account combined with game annotations by the eighth
World Chess Champion, this book offers a captivating look at Tal’s creative
and daring playing style. Tal’s personal anecdotes and instructive commentary
showcase his imaginative approach to chess, making it an inspiring read for
players who appreciate attacking brilliance.

9. Chess: The Complete Guide to Chess - Master Chess Tactics, Chess Openings
and Chess Strategies by Logan Donovan
This modern guide covers a broad spectrum of chess knowledge, from
fundamental tactics and openings to strategic concepts. Designed for players
at various skill levels, the book breaks down complex ideas into
understandable lessons and practice exercises. It serves as a practical
companion for those aiming to improve their overall chess skills
systematically.
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