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the oxford companion to the bible bruce m metzger is an essential scholarly resource that
offers comprehensive insights into the Bible, its history, interpretation, and cultural impact. This
authoritative reference work is closely associated with Bruce M. Metzger, a preeminent biblical
scholar known for his expertise in New Testament textual criticism and translation. The Oxford
Companion to the Bible serves as a valuable tool for students, clergy, historians, and anyone
interested in biblical studies, providing detailed entries on a wide range of topics related to the
scriptures. This article explores the background of the companion, Bruce M. Metzger’s influential role,
its key features, and its significance in biblical scholarship. Readers will gain a thorough
understanding of how this companion contributes to the study and appreciation of the Bible. The
following sections will guide you through the main aspects of this important work.

Background and Development of The Oxford Companion to the Bible

Bruce M. Metzger: His Life and Contributions

Content and Structure of the Companion

Significance and Impact in Biblical Studies

Using The Oxford Companion to the Bible Effectively

Background and Development of The Oxford
Companion to the Bible
The Oxford Companion to the Bible is a distinguished reference book published by Oxford University
Press, designed to provide readers with an expansive overview of biblical topics. Its development
involved collaboration among numerous leading scholars in biblical studies, theology, archaeology,
and history. The companion was created to serve as a comprehensive guide that addresses the
diverse aspects of the Bible, including its origins, texts, translations, interpretations, and historical
contexts. The work reflects decades of scholarly research and advances in the understanding of
biblical literature and its influence on culture and religion. By consolidating a vast array of information
into one accessible volume, the companion aims to support both academic inquiry and general
knowledge about the Bible.

Bruce M. Metzger: His Life and Contributions
Bruce M. Metzger (1914–2007) was a highly respected biblical scholar whose work has had a profound
impact on modern biblical studies. Renowned for his expertise in New Testament textual criticism,
Metzger played a key role in the revision of the Bible’s Greek text and contributed to several major



Bible translations. His scholarship emphasized the importance of understanding the historical
transmission of biblical manuscripts and the nuances involved in translating ancient texts. Metzger
also served as a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, where he influenced generations of
students. His association with The Oxford Companion to the Bible highlights the academic rigor and
depth that characterize the volume.

Metzger’s Role in Biblical Textual Criticism
Metzger’s pioneering work in textual criticism involved meticulous examination of biblical manuscripts
to determine the most reliable versions of the New Testament texts. His research helped clarify
discrepancies among ancient documents and informed critical editions of the Greek New Testament
used worldwide. His authoritative insights underpin much of the companion’s treatment of biblical
texts and manuscript traditions, ensuring scholarly accuracy and relevance.

Influence on Biblical Translations
Beyond textual criticism, Metzger contributed significantly to the translation of the Bible into
contemporary languages. He participated in projects such as the Revised Standard Version (RSV) and
the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), which are widely used in academic and religious settings.
This experience enriched the companion’s coverage of various Bible versions and the challenges
inherent in conveying ancient meanings to modern readers.

Content and Structure of the Companion
The Oxford Companion to the Bible contains an extensive collection of entries that cover a broad
spectrum of biblical topics. It is organized alphabetically, making it easy for readers to locate
information on specific subjects, figures, or concepts. The content ranges from detailed discussions of
biblical books and characters to explanations of theological terms, archaeological discoveries, and
historical contexts. The companion also addresses the influence of the Bible on literature, art, and
culture, highlighting its enduring significance across different fields.

Key Features and Types of Entries
The companion’s entries vary in length and complexity, catering to a diverse audience. Some of the
key features include:

Comprehensive summaries of biblical books and their themes

Biographical profiles of major biblical figures and scholars

Explanations of historical and cultural backgrounds relevant to biblical texts

Insights into manuscript traditions and textual criticism

Descriptions of archaeological findings that illuminate biblical history



Discussions of theological concepts and interpretive approaches

Editorial Approach and Scholarly Rigor
The editorial team ensured that the companion maintains high academic standards, with
contributions from recognized experts in various disciplines. Entries are supported by extensive
bibliographies, enabling readers to pursue further study. The tone is authoritative yet accessible,
striking a balance between scholarly depth and readability. This approach makes the companion a
trusted resource for both specialists and lay readers interested in biblical knowledge.

Significance and Impact in Biblical Studies
The Oxford Companion to the Bible, with Bruce M. Metzger’s influential involvement, has become a
cornerstone reference in biblical scholarship. Its comprehensive and balanced treatment of biblical
topics supports rigorous academic research and enriches theological education. The companion has
helped standardize knowledge about the Bible and its contexts, facilitating cross-disciplinary dialogue
among scholars of religion, history, literature, and archaeology.

Contribution to Academic Research
By providing reliable and concise entries, the companion aids researchers in quickly accessing
essential information. It is frequently cited in scholarly works and used as a foundational text in
university courses related to biblical studies. Its detailed coverage of manuscript traditions and
textual criticism, areas where Metzger’s expertise is prominently reflected, has elevated the quality of
biblical research worldwide.

Enhancing Public Understanding of the Bible
Beyond academia, the companion serves as an educational tool for clergy, educators, and interested
laypersons. It demystifies complex biblical scholarship and presents it in an organized, approachable
manner. This accessibility has broadened public engagement with the Bible’s historical, literary, and
cultural dimensions.

Using The Oxford Companion to the Bible Effectively
To maximize the benefits of The Oxford Companion to the Bible, users should approach it as both a
reference guide and a starting point for deeper study. Its alphabetized structure facilitates targeted
research on particular topics or figures. Additionally, the bibliographies accompanying entries provide
pathways to more specialized literature and primary sources.



Research Strategies
When engaging with the companion, consider the following approaches:

Identify key terms or biblical names relevant to your area of interest.1.

Consult related entries to gain multidimensional perspectives on a topic.2.

Use bibliographies to explore advanced academic works and original texts.3.

Cross-reference information with other scholarly resources for comprehensive understanding.4.

Applications in Education and Ministry
The companion is a valuable resource for preparing sermons, lectures, and academic papers. Its
concise yet thorough entries help clarify complex biblical issues and provide historical context that
enriches teaching and preaching. It also supports interfaith dialogue by presenting balanced and well-
researched information about biblical traditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford Companion to the Bible' by Bruce M.
Metzger?
It is a comprehensive reference book edited by Bruce M. Metzger that provides detailed information
on the history, literature, and cultural impact of the Bible.

Who was Bruce M. Metzger, the editor of 'The Oxford
Companion to the Bible'?
Bruce M. Metzger was a renowned biblical scholar and textual critic, known for his significant
contributions to New Testament studies and biblical translations.

When was 'The Oxford Companion to the Bible' by Bruce M.
Metzger first published?
The book was first published in 1993.

What kind of topics are covered in 'The Oxford Companion to
the Bible'?
The book covers a wide range of topics including biblical history, archaeology, theology, biblical
languages, interpretation, and the Bible's influence on culture and society.



Is 'The Oxford Companion to the Bible' suitable for beginners
or only for scholars?
The book is designed to be accessible to both general readers and scholars, providing clear
explanations and a wealth of detailed information.

How does 'The Oxford Companion to the Bible' contribute to
biblical studies?
It offers authoritative articles by various experts, making it a valuable resource for understanding the
complexities and contexts of the Bible.

Are there updated editions of 'The Oxford Companion to the
Bible' after Bruce M. Metzger's original work?
Yes, there have been revised editions and updated versions to include ongoing scholarship and
discoveries related to biblical studies.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
This comprehensive reference work offers detailed entries on the history, theology, and practice of
Christianity. Edited by F. L. Cross and E. A. Livingstone, it covers key figures, events, and concepts
from the early church to modern times. It is an essential companion for understanding the broader
context in which the Bible has been interpreted and used.

2. The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha
Edited by Michael D. Coogan, this widely respected study Bible provides extensive annotations,
introductions, and essays written by leading biblical scholars. It includes the biblical texts alongside
critical commentary and historical context, making it invaluable for both students and scholars of the
Bible.

3. The Cambridge Companion to the Bible
Edited by Bruce Chilton and Howard Clark Kee, this volume offers a variety of scholarly essays on the
Bible’s history, literary forms, and cultural impact. It explores both the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament, providing readers with a broad understanding of biblical scholarship and interpretation.

4. The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary
A multi-volume work edited by David Noel Freedman, this dictionary provides in-depth articles on
biblical terms, people, places, and themes. It combines historical, archaeological, and theological
insights, making it a crucial resource for serious biblical study and research.

5. The Jewish Study Bible
Edited by Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, this Bible presents the Hebrew Scriptures with extensive
commentary from a Jewish perspective. It offers insights into Jewish history, theology, and exegesis,
complementing works like Metzger’s by providing a broader religious-cultural context.

6. Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey



Written by Mark Allan Powell, this book provides an accessible yet scholarly introduction to the New
Testament texts. It examines their historical background, literary characteristics, and theological
themes, helping readers understand the development and significance of the Christian Scriptures.

7. The Oxford Handbook of Biblical Studies
Edited by J. W. Rogerson and Judith M. Lieu, this handbook gathers essays from leading scholars on a
wide range of topics in biblical studies. It covers methodologies, historical contexts, and interpretative
approaches, offering a comprehensive overview for advanced students and researchers.

8. The Bible: A Biography
By Karen Armstrong, this book traces the history and influence of the Bible from its origins to the
present day. Armstrong explores how the Bible has been interpreted and used across different
cultures and religious traditions, shedding light on its enduring significance.

9. The Historical Jesus: A Comprehensive Guide
Edited by Gerd Theissen and Annette Merz, this guide compiles critical scholarship on the life and
times of Jesus of Nazareth. It examines historical sources, archaeological findings, and theological
interpretations, providing a scholarly foundation for understanding the New Testament’s central
figure.
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