
the oxford companion to united states
history
the oxford companion to united states history stands as a comprehensive and
authoritative reference work that offers an extensive overview of the multifaceted history of
the United States. This seminal volume delves into the political, social, economic, and
cultural aspects of American history, providing readers with detailed entries on significant
events, influential figures, landmark legislation, and pivotal movements. As a vital resource
for historians, students, and general readers alike, it synthesizes complex historical data
into accessible and well-organized articles. The companion not only covers well-known
topics like the American Revolution and Civil Rights Movement but also sheds light on
lesser-known yet crucial episodes and themes. This article explores the scope, structure,
and significance of the oxford companion to united states history, highlighting its role in
historical scholarship and education.
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Overview and Purpose of the Oxford Companion
The oxford companion to united states history is designed as an encyclopedic guide that
consolidates vast amounts of historical knowledge into a single reference volume. Its
primary purpose is to provide accurate, reliable, and concise information on the United
States' past, making it an indispensable tool for research and study. This companion aims
to bridge the gap between detailed scholarly works and general historical overviews,
offering entries that are thorough yet accessible. It serves as a foundational text for
understanding the complexities of American history, from its colonial beginnings to
contemporary times.

Content Structure and Key Features
The structure of the oxford companion to united states history is meticulously organized to
facilitate ease of use and comprehensive coverage. Entries are arranged alphabetically,
allowing readers to quickly locate specific topics or personalities. Each entry is crafted to
deliver factual and analytical content that reflects current historiographical interpretations.
The companion includes cross-references, bibliographic suggestions, and thematic essays



that deepen the reader’s grasp of interconnected historical phenomena.

Alphabetical Entries and Thematic Essays
Entries range from brief definitions to extensive discussions, depending on the significance
of the subject. Thematic essays complement individual entries by providing broader
contextual analyses of major periods and themes, such as immigration, industrialization,
and civil rights.

Biographical and Event Coverage
The companion features biographical sketches of key figures, including presidents,
activists, intellectuals, and cultural icons. It also covers landmark events, wars, legislation,
and social movements that have shaped the trajectory of the nation.

Historical Coverage and Thematic Scope
One of the defining characteristics of the oxford companion to united states history is its
wide-ranging historical and thematic scope. It encompasses political, economic, social,
cultural, and intellectual history, ensuring a multidimensional perspective on the American
experience. Topics span from indigenous histories prior to European colonization to
contemporary political developments.

Political and Military History
The companion addresses foundational political events such as the drafting of the
Constitution, the Civil War, and the evolution of American democracy. Military history
entries cover conflicts from the Revolutionary War through modern engagements,
analyzing their causes, outcomes, and impacts on national identity.

Social and Cultural Developments
Significant attention is given to social movements, demographic changes, and cultural
trends. Discussions include immigration waves, gender roles, racial dynamics, religion, and
the arts, illustrating how these elements contributed to shaping American society.

Economic Transformations
The economic history covered in the companion outlines the transformation from agrarian
roots to industrial powerhouse and global economic leader. Topics include the rise of
capitalism, labor movements, technological innovations, and economic crises.



Editorial Approach and Scholarly Contributions
The editorial methodology behind the oxford companion to united states history reflects
rigorous academic standards and a commitment to balanced, objective scholarship. The
volume is curated by leading historians who ensure that entries are evidence-based and
incorporate the latest research findings. Contributors are experts specializing in various
subfields of American history, lending authority and depth to the work.

Peer-Reviewed Content
All entries undergo a thorough peer review process, ensuring accuracy and scholarly
integrity. This approach guarantees that the companion remains a trusted source for
factual and interpretive information.

Inclusion of Diverse Perspectives
The editorial team emphasizes the inclusion of diverse voices and perspectives, recognizing
the multifaceted nature of American history. This commitment enriches the companion by
presenting narratives of marginalized groups alongside dominant historical discourses.

Usage and Impact in Academic and Public
Spheres
The oxford companion to united states history has become a cornerstone resource for
educators, students, researchers, and history enthusiasts. Its comprehensive nature makes
it suitable for use in classrooms, libraries, and personal study. By providing clear
explanations and contextual background, it supports critical thinking and historical literacy.

Educational Resource
Teachers and professors frequently utilize the companion as a reference to enhance
curriculum development and classroom instruction. Its accessible yet scholarly content
helps foster a deeper understanding of American history among learners at various levels.

Research and Reference Tool
Researchers benefit from the companion’s extensive bibliographies and well-researched
entries, which can guide further study and facilitate cross-disciplinary scholarship. It serves
as an efficient starting point for investigating complex historical topics.



Public Engagement and Historical Awareness
Beyond academia, the companion aids public engagement by making historical knowledge
accessible to a broader audience. It supports informed citizenship by providing context for
understanding current social and political issues rooted in historical developments.

Comprehensive alphabetical entries covering a wide range of topics

Thematic essays offering broader historical context

Biographical profiles of significant figures

In-depth coverage of political, social, economic, and cultural history

Scholarly contributions ensuring accuracy and diversity of perspectives

Valuable resource for education, research, and public knowledge

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Oxford Companion to United States
History' about?
It is a comprehensive reference work that provides detailed information on the history of
the United States, covering key events, people, places, and themes.

Who are the editors of 'The Oxford Companion to United
States History'?
The book is edited by Paul S. Boyer, a noted historian specializing in American history.

How is 'The Oxford Companion to United States History'
structured?
The book is organized alphabetically, featuring entries that include biographies, historical
events, cultural topics, and significant terms related to U.S. history.

Is 'The Oxford Companion to United States History'
suitable for academic research?
Yes, it is widely used by students, scholars, and researchers as a reliable and authoritative
reference source for American history.



When was the first edition of 'The Oxford Companion to
United States History' published?
The first edition was published in 2001, with subsequent editions and updates enhancing its
coverage of U.S. history.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford History of the United States
This multi-volume series offers a comprehensive and authoritative narrative of American
history from the colonial period to the present. Each volume is written by a leading
historian and provides in-depth analysis of political, social, and cultural developments in the
United States. It is widely regarded as an essential resource for scholars and students alike.

2. A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn
This book presents American history from the perspective of marginalized groups, including
Native Americans, African Americans, and laborers. Zinn challenges traditional narratives
by highlighting the struggles and resistance of ordinary people against oppression. It offers
a critical and often provocative alternative to mainstream histories.

3. American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor
Focusing on the colonial era, this book explores the diverse peoples and cultures that
shaped early America. Taylor examines the interactions among European settlers, Native
Americans, and Africans in the formation of the colonies. The book provides a nuanced
understanding of the complexities and conflicts that defined the period.

4. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James M. McPherson
This Pulitzer Prize-winning volume offers a detailed and balanced account of the Civil War
and its causes. McPherson delves into the political, social, and military aspects of the era,
providing insights into the conflict that shaped modern America. The book is praised for its
clarity and narrative strength.

5. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by Isabel
Wilkerson
Wilkerson chronicles the migration of African Americans from the rural South to urban
centers in the North and West during the 20th century. Through personal stories and
extensive research, the book reveals the transformative effects of this migration on
American society and culture. It is both a historical and humanizing account.

6. These Truths: A History of the United States by Jill Lepore
Lepore offers a sweeping history of the United States grounded in the ideals of democracy
and equality. The book examines how these principles have been challenged and redefined
over time. It combines political, social, and cultural history to present a thought-provoking
narrative of the American experiment.

7. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth
Cohen
This widely used textbook provides a comprehensive overview of American history from
pre-Columbian times to the present. Known for its engaging writing style and rich



illustrations, it covers political, economic, and cultural developments in an accessible
manner. It is a popular choice for high school and college courses.

8. Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945 by David M.
Kennedy
This volume focuses on the critical period of the Great Depression and World War II,
exploring how Americans faced economic hardship and global conflict. Kennedy analyzes
government policies, social changes, and the impact of war on American society. The book
offers a vivid portrayal of resilience and transformation.

9. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815 by Gordon S. Wood
Wood examines the formative years of the United States following the Constitution’s
adoption. The book explores the challenges of building a new nation, including political
battles, foreign relations, and cultural developments. It provides a detailed look at the early
republic’s ideals and realities.
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