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The presidents cabinet is an example of informal amendment by demonstrating how the interpretation of
the U.S. Constitution can evolve over time. While the Constitution outlines a framework for the federal
government, it does not explicitly mention the Cabinet. Instead, this essential body of advisors has
developed through tradition and practice, showcasing how informal amendments can shape governance in
the United States. In this article, we will explore the role of the Cabinet, its historical context, the
implications of its formation, and how it serves as a prime example of informal amendment in the

constitutional landscape.

Understanding the President's Cabinet

The President's Cabinet is a group of the most senior appointed officers of the executive branch. Usually,
these individuals are the heads of the federal executive departments. The Cabinet plays a crucial role in
advising the President on various issues, implementing policies, and managing the day-to-day operations of

the government.

Composition of the Cabinet

The Cabinet is composed of:

1. Heads of Executive Departments: Each department is responsible for specific areas of public policy,
government function, and service delivery. Key departments include:

- Department of State

- Department of Defense

- Department of Treasury

- Department of Justice

- Department of Education

- Department of Health and Human Services

2. Other Appointed Officials: Besides the heads of executive departments, Cabinet-level positions can
include:

- Vice President

- Chief of Staff

- US. Trade Representative

- Ambassador to the United Nations



- Director of National Intelligence

- Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency

Historical Context

The practice of assembling a Cabinet predates the formal establishment of the position in the Constitution.
The first President, George Washington, recognized the need for expert advice in governance. He
convened a group of advisors, which included Thomas Jefferson (Secretary of State), Alexander Hamilton
(Secretary of the Treasury), and Henry Knox (Secretary of War). This practice set a precedent that

continued through subsequent administrations.

Although the Constitution does not explicitly mention a Cabinet, Article II, Section 2 does provide the
President with the authority to appoint “Officers of the United States” with the advice and consent of the
Senate. This ambiguity allowed future presidents to interpret their powers regarding the formation and

function of the Cabinet.

Informal Amendments and the Cabinet

Informal amendments refer to changes in the interpretation or application of the Constitution that do not
involve a formal amendment process. Instead, they arise from practices, customs, and judicial interpretations
over time. The Cabinet serves as a prime example of how informal amendments have shaped the

governance of the United States.

Tradition and Custom

The establishment of the Cabinet can be viewed through the lens of tradition and custom. The founders did
not foresee all the needs of the future government, relying instead on the ability of the Constitution to

adapt. This adaptability is evident in several ways:

1. Expansion of Cabinet Positions: Initially, there were only four executive departments. Over time, as the
nation grew and evolved, new departments were created, such as:

- Department of Agriculture (1862)

- Department of Commerce (1903)

- Department of Labor (1913)

- Department of Energy (1977)

2. Diversity of Membership: The Cabinet has evolved to include individuals from various backgrounds,

expertise, and demographics. This shift reflects the changing values and priorities of American society.



3. Role of the Vice President: The inclusion of the Vice President as a member of the Cabinet is also an
informal amendment. Historically, the Vice President did not have a defined role, but over time, this
position has become integral to the Cabinet's operations, with the Vice President often serving as a key

advisor and representative of the President.

Judicial Interpretation

Judicial interpretations have also played a significant role in the informal amendment process regarding the
Cabinet. The Supreme Court has weighed in on various issues related to executive power and the role of

the Cabinet, shaping its composition and functions. Key cases include:

- Myers v. United States (1926): This case affirmed the President's authority to remove executive branch
officials without Senate approval, reinforcing the idea that the President has the power to control the

Cabinet.

- Humphrey's Executor v. United States (1935): The Court ruled that the President's power to remove
certain officials could be restricted by Congress, highlighting the balance of power between the legislative

and executive branches.

The Role of the Cabinet in Contemporary Governance

The Cabinet continues to be crucial in contemporary governance, adapting to the needs and challenges of

the modern era. Its role has expanded beyond providing advice to the President to include:

Policy Implementation

Cabinet members are responsible for implementing federal policies within their respective departments.
They ensure that laws passed by Congress are executed effectively and that federal programs meet their

objectives. For example:

- The Secretary of Education oversees federal education programs and policies, ensuring compliance with
laws such as the Every Student Succeeds Act.
- The Secretary of Health and Human Services manages health-related issues, including public health

initiatives and Medicare and Medicaid programs.



Advisory Function

Cabinet members provide the President with advice based on their expertise and the needs of their
departments. Regular Cabinet meetings serve as a platform for discussing critical issues, coordinating efforts,
and providing a unified approach to governance. The President relies on the diverse perspectives of

Cabinet members to make informed decisions.

Representation of Diverse Interests

As the United States is a diverse nation, the Cabinet reflects a wide range of interests and constituencies.
This representation is critical for ensuring that various voices are heard in the decision-making process. The
inclusion of women, minorities, and individuals from diverse backgrounds within the Cabinet is a

testament to the evolving nature of American governance.

Conclusion

The President's Cabinet exemplifies how informal amendments shape the interpretation and application of
the U.S. Constitution. Through tradition, judicial interpretation, and the evolving role of the Cabinet, we
see how the Constitution has adapted to meet the changing needs of the nation. As the United States
continues to confront new challenges and opportunities, the Cabinet will remain a vital component of
federal governance, exemplifying the dynamic nature of constitutional interpretation in a modern
democracy. The Cabinet's role in policy implementation, advisory functions, and representation underscores
its importance in the ongoing evolution of American government, further illustrating the concept of

informal amendments in action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'informal amendment' in the context of the president's
cabinet?

Informal amendment refers to changes in the interpretation or application of the Constitution that occur
without formal amendments. The creation and evolution of the president's cabinet demonstrate how the
executive branch can adapt and expand its functions through practice rather than formal constitutional

changes.



How does the president's cabinet illustrate the concept of informal

amendment?

The president's cabinet illustrates informal amendment by showing how presidential practices and
decisions have established a standard for executive governance, allowing for flexibility in administration

without altering the Constitution itself.

‘What role does the president's cabinet play in shaping executive power?

The president's cabinet plays a significant role in shaping executive power by providing advice and
expertise on various matters, effectively influencing policy-making and the execution of laws, which can

evolve over time through practice.

Can the composition of the president's cabinet be seen as an informal

amendment to the Constitution?

Yes, the composition and functions of the president's cabinet can be viewed as an informal amendment, as
the evolving roles of cabinet members have changed the way the executive branch operates, reflecting the

needs of the country without formal constitutional changes.

‘What historical examples demonstrate how the president's cabinet has

adapted over time?

Historical examples include the creation of new departments, such as the Department of Homeland Security
after 9/11, which reflects changing national priorities and the informal amendment of executive functions

to address contemporary issues.

In what ways does the cabinet's informal amendment challenge the

original Constitution?

The cabinet's informal amendment challenges the original Constitution by expanding the role of the
executive branch beyond what was explicitly outlined, demonstrating how practical governance can

evolve and sometimes diverge from original constitutional intentions.

How does the concept of informal amendments through the cabinet affect
checks and balances?

The concept of informal amendments through the cabinet affects checks and balances by potentially
increasing executive power and influencing legislative processes, which may lead to shifts in the balance of

power among the branches of government.
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