the prince of egypt dvd

The Prince of Egypt DVD is not just a film; it is a timeless classic that
brings to life one of the most beloved stories from the Bible. Released by
DreamWorks Animation in 1998, this animated musical drama tells the story of
Moses, who rises from being a prince of Egypt to leading the Hebrews out of
slavery. The DVD release of this film allows audiences to experience the
stunning animation, powerful music, and emotional storytelling from the
comfort of their homes. In this article, we will explore the film's
background, its critical reception, the features of the DVD, and its lasting
impact on both audiences and the animation industry.

Background of The Prince of Egypt

The Prince of Egypt is based on the biblical Book of Exodus, detailing the
life of Moses, who is raised as an Egyptian prince but ultimately discovers
his true heritage. The film was directed by Brenda Chapman, Steve Hickner,
and Simon Wells, and features an outstanding voice cast, including Val Kilmer
as Moses, Ralph Fiennes as Ramses, and Michelle Pfeiffer as Tzipporah.

Development and Production

The development of The Prince of Egypt began in the early 1990s. DreamWorks
was established by Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg, and David Geffen,
and the intention was to create a film that would rival Disney's animated
features.

1. Story Development: The creative team wanted to tell a story that was both
grand and intimate, focusing on the character development of Moses and his
journey.

2. Animation Style: The film utilized a combination of traditional hand-drawn
and computer-generated animation, featuring vibrant colors and elaborate
backgrounds that brought ancient Egypt to life.

3. Music Composition: The score was composed by Hans Zimmer, with songs by
Stephen Schwartz. The music played a crucial role in conveying the film's
emotional tone.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, The Prince of Egypt received widespread acclaim from
critics and audiences alike. It was praised for its beautiful animation,
powerful storytelling, and memorable music.



Awards and Nominations

The film was nominated for several prestigious awards and won an Academy
Award for Best Original Song for "When You Believe," performed by Whitney
Houston and Mariah Carey. Other notable accolades include:

- Golden Globe Awards: Nominated for Best Motion Picture — Musical or Comedy.
- Annie Awards: Multiple nominations and wins for outstanding achievement in
animation.

Viewer Response

The audience reaction to The Prince of Egypt was overwhelmingly positive.
Viewers appreciated the film's respectful treatment of a sacred story, its
emotional depth, and the stunning visuals. Many families embraced the film,
making it a staple in home entertainment for years to come.

Features of The Prince of Egypt DVD

The DVD release of The Prince of Egypt enhanced the viewing experience by
offering a range of features that appealed to both casual viewers and
animation enthusiasts.

Main Features

1. Theatrical Version: The DVD includes the original theatrical version of
the film, allowing viewers to experience the story as it was meant to be seen
in theaters.

2. Deleted Scenes: The DVD features several deleted scenes that provide
insight into the film's development and the storytelling choices made by the
filmmakers.

3. Behind-the-Scenes Documentaries: These documentaries showcase the
animation process and the creative decisions involved in bringing the film to
life.

Special Features for Families

The DVD also includes special features designed for family viewing:

- Interactive Games: Engaging games that allow children to explore the world
of The Prince of Egypt while learning about its themes and characters.
- Sing-Along Tracks: Karaoke versions of songs from the film, encouraging



families to sing along and enjoy the music together.

- Educational Content: Short features that discuss the historical and
cultural context of the story, making it a valuable resource for parents and
educators.

Lasting Impact and Legacy

The Prince of Egypt DVD continues to be a beloved choice for family movie
nights and educational settings, reinforcing its status as a classic animated
film.

Cultural Significance

The film has had a lasting impact on popular culture, inspiring adaptations
in various media:

- Stage Musical: The Prince of Egypt was adapted into a successful stage
musical, which has been performed in various theaters around the world,
showcasing the film's music and story in a new format.

- Merchandising: The film's characters and themes have been featured in a
variety of merchandise, including toys, clothing, and educational materials.

Influence on Animation

The Prince of Egypt set a new standard for animated films, showing that
animation could tackle serious subjects and complex storytelling. Its success
paved the way for other animated films to explore themes of faith, identity,
and redemption.

1. Narrative Depth: The film demonstrated that animated features could tell
profound and emotionally resonant stories, influencing future projects.

2. Musical Integration: The use of music as a narrative device became a
hallmark of later animated films, with many drawing inspiration from the
film's successful score.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the The Prince of Egypt DVD is more than just a home video
release; it is a celebration of storytelling, artistry, and music that
resonates with audiences of all ages. With its compelling narrative, stunning
animation, and memorable songs, the film remains a significant part of modern
animation history. The DVD allows viewers to revisit the epic journey of
Moses, making it an essential addition to any family's collection. As we



continue to reflect on the impact of this film, it is clear that The Prince
of Egypt will remain a cherished classic for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What special features are included in 'The Prince of
Egypt' DVD?

The DVD includes special features such as behind-the-scenes documentaries,
commentary from the filmmakers, and music videos, including the Academy
Award-winning song 'When You Believe'.

Is 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD available in different
formats?

Yes, 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD is available in various formats including
standard DVD, Blu-ray, and digital download, catering to different viewing
preferences.

What age group is 'The Prince of Egypt' suitable
for?

‘The Prince of Egypt' is generally suitable for children ages 6 and up, but
it can be enjoyed by audiences of all ages due to its compelling story and
stunning animation.

Where can I purchase the 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD?

You can purchase 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD at major retailers like Amazon,
Walmart, and Target, as well as online streaming platforms that offer DVD
sales.

Does 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD have a digital copy
option?

Yes, some versions of 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD come with a digital copy
option, allowing you to stream the movie on compatible devices.

What is the runtime of 'The Prince of Egypt' DVD?

‘The Prince of Egypt' has a runtime of approximately 99 minutes, making it a
concise yet impactful animated feature.
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