the princess bride first edition

The Princess Bride first edition is a remarkable piece of literary history
that has captivated readers since its release. Written by William Goldman,
this novel is a unique blend of adventure, romance, and humor, making it a
timeless classic. First published in 1973, The Princess Bride has since
gained a devoted following, becoming a staple in popular culture primarily
due to its successful film adaptation released in 1987. This article explores
the origins of the novel, its first edition details, its critical reception,
and its lasting impact on both literature and film.

Origins of The Princess Bride

William Goldman's Vision

William Goldman was an acclaimed author and screenwriter, known for his sharp
wit and storytelling prowess. He conceived the idea for The Princess Bride as
a way to craft a fairy tale that appealed to both children and adults.
Goldman aimed to subvert traditional fairy tale tropes, infusing the
narrative with humor, adventure, and moral complexity. The book was inspired
by his desire to create a story that captured the essence of love and heroism
while also poking fun at the genre conventions.

The Writing Process

Goldman initially wrote the novel as a gift for his daughters. He attempted
to create a story that would entertain them while also challenging their
notions of what a fairy tale could be. The writing process itself was deeply
personal for Goldman, as he infused elements from his own life experiences,
including his relationships and struggles, into the characters and plot.

Details of the First Edition

Publication Information

The first edition of The Princess Bride was published by Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich in 1973. The book features a distinctive cover design, which set
the tone for the whimsical yet adventurous nature of the story.



- Title: The Princess Bride

- Author: William Goldman

- Publisher: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich
- Publication Date: 1973

- ISBN: 0-15-115073-5

- Format: Hardcover

The first edition is notable for its unique illustrations by artist Michael
R. McCurdy, which add depth to the text and enhance the reader's experience.
The book is divided into chapters, each filled with humor, adventure, and
romance, making it an engaging read from start to finish.

Physical Characteristics

The first edition of The Princess Bride has several physical features that
collectors and bibliophiles find appealing:

- Dust Jacket: The original dust jacket is colorful and features
illustrations that reflect the fantastical elements of the story.

- Binding: The hardcover binding provides durability, making it a lasting
addition to any personal library.

- Typography: The book's typography is carefully chosen to enhance
readability and appeal visually.

Collectors treasure the first edition not only for its literary significance
but also for its aesthetic qualities.

Critical Reception of the First Edition

Initial Reviews

Upon its release, The Princess Bride received a mixed but generally positive
critical reception. Reviewers praised Goldman’'s ability to blend humor with
adventure, although some traditionalists felt the novel deviated too much
from conventional fairy tale structures.

- Positive Aspects:

- Clever dialogue and humorous narrative style

- Rich character development, particularly of the protagonists
- Innovative approach to storytelling

- Critiques:
- Some readers found the meta-narrative distracting
- A few critics felt the humor overshadowed the romantic elements



Despite the mixed reviews, the book found its audience and gradually became a
beloved classic.

Long-Term Impact

As the years passed, The Princess Bride's reputation grew, and it became
recognized as a significant work in American literature. It is frequently
taught in literature courses for its unique narrative style and its
commentary on love and heroism. The novel's enduring popularity can be
attributed to several factors:

- Film Adaptation: The 1987 film adaptation directed by Rob Reiner brought a
new wave of fans to the story. The film remains a cult classic and has
significantly influenced pop culture.

- Memorable Quotes: The book and film are filled with quotable lines,
contributing to its status as a cultural touchstone.

- Merchandising and Adaptations: The enduring love for The Princess Bride has
led to various adaptations, including stage plays, graphic novels, and even a
musical.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Influence on Popular Culture

The Princess Bride has had a far-reaching impact on popular culture,
inspiring countless references in other media. Its blend of romance,
adventure, and humor has set a standard for storytelling, particularly in
fantasy and romantic genres.

- Cinematic References: Many films and TV shows have alluded to or parodied
elements of The Princess Bride, showcasing its lasting influence.

- Literary Homage: Authors across genres have cited Goldman’s work as an
inspiration, particularly in the realm of fantasy and fairy tales.

Fan Community and Events

The Princess Bride has cultivated a passionate fan community. Numerous events
celebrate the book and film, including:

- Themed Conventions: Events like Comic-Con often feature panels dedicated to
The Princess Bride, bringing together fans to discuss their love for the
story.

- Fan Gatherings: Fans frequently organize meet-ups and screenings, sharing



their favorite quotes and moments.

- Social Media: Online forums and social media platforms buzz with
discussions about the book and film, showcasing the deep affection for
Goldman’s work.

Collecting The Princess Bride First Edition

Value and Rarity

The first edition of The Princess Bride holds significant value among
collectors. Factors that contribute to its rarity and worth include:

- Condition: Copies in excellent condition with intact dust jackets are
highly sought after.

- Signed Copies: Signed first editions can fetch much higher prices in the
collector’s market.

- Provenance: Copies with a unique history or previous ownership can also
enhance value.

Where to Find First Editions

For those interested in collecting, first editions of The Princess Bride can
be found in various places:

- Rare Bookstores: Specialty bookstores that focus on rare finds often carry
first editions.

- Online Marketplaces: Websites such as eBay or AbeBooks provide platforms
for buyers and sellers to connect.

- Auctions: Auction houses occasionally feature rare literary works,
including The Princess Bride.

Conclusion

The Princess Bride first edition is more than just a book; it is a cultural
phenomenon that has endured through the decades. William Goldman's masterful
storytelling, combined with its unique illustrations and engaging narrative,
has solidified its place in literary history. As both a cherished book and a
beloved film, The Princess Bride continues to inspire new generations of
readers and viewers, ensuring its legacy remains vibrant for years to come.
Whether through the pages of the first edition or the iconic film, the story
of true love and adventure will always hold a special place in the hearts of
many.



Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the first edition of 'The Princess
Bride' published?

The first edition of 'The Princess Bride' was published in 1973.

Who is the author of 'The Princess Bride'?

The author of 'The Princess Bride' is William Goldman.

What makes the first edition of 'The Princess Bride'
collectible?

The first edition is considered collectible due to its limited print run,
unique cover art, and the fact that it's the original version of a beloved
classic.

How can I identify a first edition of 'The Princess
Bride'?

A first edition can typically be identified by the presence of the original
publication date on the copyright page and specific printing details that
indicate it is the first printing.

What are some notable features of the first
edition's cover design?

The first edition features a distinctive cover design by artist Michael P.
Kauffman, which includes whimsical illustrations that capture the book's
fairy tale essence.
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