
the quarterly journal of economics

the quarterly journal of economics is one of the most prestigious and influential academic journals in

the field of economics. Established over a century ago, this journal has consistently published cutting-

edge research that shapes economic theory and policy worldwide. Known for its rigorous peer-review

process and high-impact articles, the quarterly journal of economics serves as a crucial resource for

economists, policymakers, and scholars. This article explores the history, scope, editorial practices,

and significance of the journal, while also highlighting its contribution to various economic disciplines.

Furthermore, it examines the journal's role within the broader landscape of economic research

publications. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview and detailed insights into the

quarterly journal of economics.

History and Background of the Quarterly Journal of Economics

Scope and Areas of Research Covered

Editorial Process and Publication Standards

Impact and Influence in the Field of Economics

Access, Subscription, and Availability

History and Background of the Quarterly Journal of Economics



Founding and Evolution

The quarterly journal of economics was first established in 1886, making it the oldest professional

journal of economics in the English language. It was founded at Harvard University with the mission to

publish original research that advances economic knowledge. Over the decades, the journal has

evolved to encompass a wide range of economic topics, reflecting changes in the discipline and

responding to new research methodologies and theories. Its longevity and continuous publication have

cemented its reputation as a pillar of economic scholarship.

Notable Contributors and Milestones

Throughout its history, the quarterly journal of economics has featured contributions from some of the

most eminent economists, including Nobel laureates and leading thinkers in various subfields.

Landmark papers published in the journal have introduced fundamental concepts and innovative

analytical techniques. These milestones have significantly influenced economic thought and policy

formulation. The journal’s archives provide a rich historical record of the development of economic

science over more than a century.

Scope and Areas of Research Covered

Core Economic Disciplines

The quarterly journal of economics publishes research spanning a broad spectrum of economic

disciplines. Core areas include microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics, labor economics,

public economics, and development economics. The journal emphasizes empirical studies and

theoretical analyses that contribute to a deeper understanding of economic behavior and market

mechanisms. Its interdisciplinary approach also welcomes work that intersects with political science,

sociology, and finance.



Emerging Topics and Innovations

In recent years, the quarterly journal of economics has increasingly featured research on emerging

topics such as behavioral economics, environmental economics, and the economics of technology and

innovation. The journal encourages submissions that incorporate novel data sets, experimental

methods, and advanced econometric techniques. This openness to innovation ensures that the

quarterly journal of economics remains at the forefront of academic inquiry and policy relevance.

Types of Articles Published

The journal primarily publishes research articles presenting original findings. In addition to full-length

research papers, it occasionally includes survey articles, theoretical essays, and critical reviews. These

diverse formats enable the journal to cater to a wide scholarly audience while maintaining high

standards of academic rigor.

Editorial Process and Publication Standards

Peer Review and Selection

The quarterly journal of economics employs a stringent double-blind peer review process to maintain

the quality and integrity of its publications. Manuscripts undergo evaluation by expert referees who

assess the originality, methodological soundness, and significance of the research. Only a small

fraction of submitted papers are accepted, reflecting the journal’s competitive nature and commitment

to excellence.

Editorial Board and Leadership

The journal is managed by an esteemed editorial board composed of prominent economists from



leading universities and research institutions. The editors play a critical role in shaping the journal’s

direction, selecting reviewers, and making final publication decisions. Their expertise ensures that the

quarterly journal of economics consistently publishes impactful and relevant research.

Ethical Guidelines and Transparency

Maintaining ethical standards is a fundamental aspect of the journal’s publication process. Authors

must disclose conflicts of interest, funding sources, and ensure that their research complies with

ethical norms. The quarterly journal of economics also supports transparency by encouraging the

sharing of data and replication materials whenever possible, enhancing the credibility and

reproducibility of published studies.

Impact and Influence in the Field of Economics

Academic and Policy Impact

The quarterly journal of economics is widely regarded as one of the top journals in the economics

discipline due to its high citation rates and influential publications. Articles from the journal often serve

as the basis for further academic research and are frequently cited in policy debates and economic

policymaking. Its role in disseminating robust economic knowledge contributes significantly to shaping

both theoretical frameworks and practical solutions to economic challenges.

Ranking and Recognition

The journal consistently ranks among the highest-impact economics journals globally according to

various academic metrics. Its prestige attracts submissions from leading researchers, which in turn

maintains and enhances its reputation. Recognition of the quarterly journal of economics extends

beyond academia to governmental agencies, international organizations, and the business community.



Examples of Influential Research Published

Several seminal papers published in the quarterly journal of economics have transformed

understanding in areas such as market design, information asymmetry, and economic growth. These

contributions have not only advanced theory but also influenced real-world applications including

auction design, labor market policies, and development programs.

Access, Subscription, and Availability

Subscription Models

Access to the quarterly journal of economics is primarily through institutional or individual

subscriptions. Universities, libraries, and research organizations typically subscribe to the journal to

provide access to their members. Subscription models vary, including print, electronic, or combined

formats, accommodating the preferences of diverse audiences.

Online Access and Digital Archives

The journal maintains a comprehensive digital archive that allows subscribers to access current and

past issues online. This digital availability facilitates research by providing easy access to decades of

economic scholarship. Many academic institutions provide remote access to the journal’s content

through their library portals.

Open Access and Author Rights

While the quarterly journal of economics traditionally operates on a subscription basis, it supports

certain open access initiatives. Authors may have options to make their work freely available under

specific conditions, enhancing dissemination and impact. The journal also respects author rights



concerning copyright and reuse, enabling authors to share their research responsibly.

Established in 1886 as the oldest economics journal

Publishes rigorous original research across economic disciplines

Employs a double-blind peer review for quality assurance

Highly influential with significant academic and policy impact

Available via subscription with extensive digital archives

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of The Quarterly Journal of Economics?

The Quarterly Journal of Economics primarily focuses on publishing high-quality research in all areas

of economics, including microeconomics, macroeconomics, and applied economics.

Who publishes The Quarterly Journal of Economics?

The Quarterly Journal of Economics is published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the Harvard

University Department of Economics.

How often is The Quarterly Journal of Economics published?

The Quarterly Journal of Economics is published quarterly, with four issues released each year.



What is the impact factor of The Quarterly Journal of Economics?

As one of the top economics journals, The Quarterly Journal of Economics typically has a high impact

factor, reflecting its influence and the quality of its published research; the exact impact factor varies

by year.

How can researchers submit their work to The Quarterly Journal of

Economics?

Researchers can submit their manuscripts through the journal’s online submission system, following

the detailed author guidelines provided on the journal's official website.

Additional Resources

1. Economic Theory and Its Applications: Insights from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

This book provides a comprehensive overview of key economic theories featured in the Quarterly

Journal of Economics. It explores foundational models and their practical applications in various

economic sectors. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how theoretical advancements

influence policy decisions and market behaviors.

2. Advances in Empirical Economics: Research Trends from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

Focusing on empirical methodologies, this book highlights significant research papers published in the

Quarterly Journal of Economics. It discusses innovative data analysis techniques and their role in

shaping modern economic thought. The text serves as a valuable resource for students and

researchers interested in empirical economic studies.

3. Behavioral Economics and Market Dynamics: Perspectives from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

This volume delves into the intersection of psychology and economics, showcasing influential

behavioral economics studies from the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It examines how human

behavior affects market outcomes and economic policy. The book is essential for understanding

deviations from classical economic assumptions.



4. Macroeconomic Policy and Growth: Contributions from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

Exploring macroeconomic themes, this book compiles pivotal research on economic growth, inflation,

and fiscal policy featured in the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It addresses the challenges

policymakers face in stabilizing and stimulating economies. Readers will find in-depth analyses of

growth models and policy effectiveness.

5. Labor Economics and Income Distribution: Key Studies from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

This book investigates labor market dynamics and income inequality through landmark articles

published in the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It covers topics such as wage determination,

employment trends, and social mobility. The text provides insights into the factors driving economic

disparities and labor market outcomes.

6. Financial Economics and Market Structure: Insights from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

Focusing on the financial sector, this book reviews influential research on market behavior, asset

pricing, and financial regulation from the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It offers a detailed

examination of how financial markets operate and respond to policy changes. The book is invaluable

for students and professionals in finance and economics.

7. Public Economics and Social Policy: Research Highlights from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

This volume covers critical research on taxation, government spending, and social welfare as

presented in the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It analyzes the impact of public policies on economic

efficiency and equity. The book is designed for readers interested in the role of government in

economic systems.

8. Industrial Organization and Market Competition: Studies from the Quarterly Journal of Economics

Examining the structure and behavior of firms, this book compiles essential articles on competition,

monopolies, and regulatory issues from the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It sheds light on how

market power influences pricing and innovation. The book is a key resource for understanding

competitive strategies and market regulation.

9. International Trade and Globalization: Perspectives from the Quarterly Journal of Economics



This book explores the complexities of global trade and economic integration through seminal research

published in the Quarterly Journal of Economics. It discusses trade policies, comparative advantage,

and the effects of globalization on economies worldwide. Readers will gain a nuanced view of

international economic relations and policy challenges.
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