
the reid technique of interviewing and
interrogation
The Reid Technique of Interviewing and Interrogation is a widely used method developed by
John E. Reid and associates in the 1950s. It is designed to facilitate the process of interviewing
witnesses and interrogating suspects in criminal investigations. The technique has been a subject of
extensive discussion and analysis within the law enforcement community, psychology, and legal
circles, especially regarding its effectiveness and ethical implications. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the Reid Technique, its steps, applications, criticisms, and alternatives.

Overview of the Reid Technique

The Reid Technique is predicated on the belief that a structured approach to questioning can elicit
truthful information from individuals. It is based on psychological principles that focus on the behavior
of individuals during questioning. The primary aim is to identify signs of deception and to encourage
suspects to confess to their involvement in a crime.

Key Components of the Reid Technique

The Reid Technique consists of two primary phases: the Interview Phase and the Interrogation Phase.

1. The Interview Phase

This initial phase is non-accusatory and aims to gather information. The key activities involved
include:

- Establishing Rapport: Building a connection with the interviewee to create a more comfortable
environment.
- Asking Open-Ended Questions: Encouraging the individual to provide detailed narratives about the
event in question.
- Observing Behavior: Noting body language, facial expressions, and other non-verbal cues that may
indicate stress or deception.

During this phase, the interviewer seeks to create an atmosphere of trust and safety, allowing the
subject to open up and provide information freely.

2. The Interrogation Phase

If the interviewer suspects deception or if they believe they have sufficient evidence against the
suspect, they move to the interrogation phase. This phase is more structured and confrontational. Key



elements include:

- Direct Confrontation: The suspect is confronted with the evidence against them and accused of
involvement in the crime.
- Psychological Manipulation: Interviewers may employ techniques to elicit a confession, such as
minimizing the severity of the offense or offering justifications for the suspect's actions.
- Building a Narrative: Interviewers often work with the suspect to construct a plausible narrative that
aligns with the evidence available, encouraging the suspect to adopt this version of events.

Steps in the Reid Technique

The Reid Technique consists of nine steps that guide the interviewer through the process of eliciting a
confession.

1. Positive Confrontation: Clearly and positively state that the suspect is involved in the crime.
2. Theme Development: Present themes that allow the suspect to justify their actions, making it
psychologically easier for them to confess.
3. Handling Denials: Anticipate and manage any denials from the suspect without allowing them to
derail the interview.
4. Overcoming Objections: Address and counter the suspect’s objections to the accusations.
5. Procurement of the Suspect's Attention: Ensure that the suspect is fully engaged in the
conversation.
6. Handling the Suspect's Passive Mood: Encourage the suspect to move from a passive to an active
state, where they feel they need to respond.
7. Alternative Questioning: Offer alternative explanations for the crime that might reduce the
suspect's anxiety about confessing.
8. Bring Suspect to the Point of Decision: Encourage the suspect to make a choice about whether to
confess.
9. Obtaining the Confession: Secure the confession and ensure it is recorded accurately.

Applications of the Reid Technique

The Reid Technique is widely used by law enforcement agencies across the United States and in
various countries around the world. Its applications include:

- Criminal Investigations: Used primarily in homicide, sexual assault, and other serious crimes.
- Background Investigations: In some cases, the technique is employed during background checks for
sensitive positions.
- Corporate Interviews: The technique has been adapted for use in corporate investigations,
particularly in cases of fraud or misconduct.

Criticisms of the Reid Technique

While the Reid Technique has been influential, it has also faced significant criticism from various



quarters:

- Risk of False Confessions: Critics argue that the confrontational nature of the technique can lead to
false confessions, particularly among vulnerable individuals, such as minors or those with mental
health issues.
- Ethical Concerns: The use of psychological manipulation raises ethical questions about the integrity
of confessions obtained through this method.
- Legal Challenges: Courts have scrutinized confessions elicited through the Reid Technique, leading
to concerns about their admissibility in court.

Alternatives to the Reid Technique

In response to criticisms, several alternative interviewing techniques have been developed. Some of
these include:

- The PEACE Model: This technique, developed in the UK, emphasizes a non-confrontational approach
that focuses on planning and preparation, engaging the suspect, and evaluating their responses.
- Cognitive Interviewing: This method is designed to enhance memory recall through specific
questioning techniques that help witnesses and victims provide more accurate information.
- The Kinesic Interview: This approach emphasizes understanding body language and non-verbal cues
without relying on confrontational tactics.

Conclusion

The Reid Technique of interviewing and interrogation remains a significant component of law
enforcement practices. While it has been effective in eliciting confessions and gathering information,
the controversies surrounding its use highlight the need for ongoing scrutiny and ethical
considerations in interrogation practices. As the field of interrogation evolves, balancing effective
investigative techniques with respect for individual rights and psychological well-being will be crucial
in shaping future methodologies.

Ultimately, whether one supports or criticizes the Reid Technique, it serves as a critical case study in
the intersection of psychology, law enforcement, and ethics in criminal justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Reid Technique of interviewing and interrogation?
The Reid Technique is a structured method used by law enforcement to interview and interrogate
suspects, focusing on behavioral analysis and psychological manipulation to elicit confessions.

What are the main phases of the Reid Technique?
The Reid Technique consists of three main phases: the fact-finding phase, the behavior analysis



interview, and the interrogation phase, which includes the development of themes and techniques to
encourage confessions.

How does the Reid Technique differ from other interrogation
methods?
Unlike other methods that may rely on physical coercion or intimidation, the Reid Technique
emphasizes psychological strategies, including rapport-building and manipulation of the suspect's
emotions.

What is the importance of behavioral analysis in the Reid
Technique?
Behavioral analysis is crucial in the Reid Technique as it helps interviewers assess the suspect's
verbal and non-verbal cues to determine truthfulness and to guide the interrogation process.

What are some criticisms of the Reid Technique?
Critics argue that the Reid Technique can lead to false confessions due to its reliance on psychological
pressure, which may induce anxiety and result in innocent individuals confessing to crimes they did
not commit.

How can the Reid Technique impact the reliability of
confessions?
The Reid Technique can impact confession reliability by creating an environment where suspects feel
compelled to confess, often leading to false confessions, particularly among vulnerable populations.

What training do law enforcement officials receive in the Reid
Technique?
Law enforcement officials typically undergo specialized training programs in the Reid Technique,
which cover its principles, phases, and effective strategies for conducting interviews and
interrogations.

Is the Reid Technique used internationally?
Yes, the Reid Technique is utilized internationally, although its application and acceptance vary by
country and law enforcement agency, with some countries adopting alternative methods.

What are some alternatives to the Reid Technique?
Alternatives to the Reid Technique include the PEACE model (Preparation and Planning, Engage and
Explain, Account, Closure, and Evaluation), which emphasizes transparency and ethical interviewing
practices.
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