
the relatives came cynthia rylant

The Relatives Came is a poignant children's book written by Cynthia Rylant, published in 1989. This beautifully
illustrated story captures the essence of family, love, and the warmth of togetherness, making it a favorite
among children and parents alike. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters, and impact of "The
Relatives Came," as well as Rylant's broader contributions to children's literature.

Overview of the Story

"The Relatives Came" tells the story of a family visit during the summer. The narrative is centered on the
excitement and joy that accompanies family gatherings, particularly when relatives come from far away. The
story is told from the perspective of a child who describes the arrival of their relatives, capturing the
anticipation and bliss that fills their home.

Plot Summary

The book begins with the narrator’s family preparing for the arrival of their relatives. As the relatives travel
from a distant place, the anticipation builds, and their arrival is met with open arms and joyful hearts. The
story highlights various activities that the family engages in during the visit, including:

- Eating together: The relatives bring various dishes and share meals, emphasizing the significance of food in
family traditions.
- Playing games: The children engage in activities that foster bonding and create cherished memories.
- Sharing stories: The adults reminisce about past experiences, reinforcing family ties and history.

As the visit comes to an end, the bittersweet feeling of saying goodbye underscores the emotional weight of
family connections. The book concludes with the relatives leaving, leaving behind a lasting impression of love
and togetherness.

Themes Explored in the Book

Cynthia Rylant masterfully weaves several themes throughout "The Relatives Came," making it a rich
narrative that resonates with readers of all ages.

Family and Togetherness

At its core, "The Relatives Came" celebrates family bonds. The warmth and love shared during the relatives'
visit highlight the importance of familial relationships. Rylant portrays family gatherings as occasions filled
with joy, laughter, and connection, reminding readers of the value of spending time with loved ones.

Tradition and Heritage

The book also explores themes of tradition and heritage. The meals shared, the stories told, and the activities
engaged in during the relatives' visit reflect the customs and values passed down through generations. Rylant
emphasizes that these traditions help shape family identity and foster a sense of belonging.



Emotional Connection

The emotional undertones of the story resonate deeply with readers. The joy of reunion is palpable, but so is
the sadness of parting. Rylant captures the bittersweet nature of family visits, reminding readers that while
goodbyes can be hard, the memories created during these times are invaluable.

Illustrations and Style

In addition to Rylant's evocative writing, "The Relatives Came" features charming illustrations by Stephen
Gammell. His artwork complements the narrative beautifully, evoking a sense of nostalgia and warmth. The
illustrations are characterized by:

- Vibrant colors: The use of bright colors enhances the joyful atmosphere of family gatherings.
- Expressive characters: The characters' facial expressions convey a range of emotions, from excitement to
sadness, allowing readers to connect with their experiences.
- Detailed scenes: Gammell's attention to detail in depicting the family activities enriches the story, making it
visually engaging for young readers.

The combination of Rylant's lyrical prose and Gammell's vivid illustrations creates a compelling reading
experience that captivates the imagination.

Cynthia Rylant's Contribution to Children's Literature

Cynthia Rylant has made significant contributions to children's literature over the years. With a prolific
career spanning several decades, she has written numerous books that resonate with young readers. Some key
aspects of her contribution include:

Diverse Themes

Rylant's works often explore themes such as family, friendship, loss, and the beauty of everyday life. Her
ability to address complex emotions in a manner that is accessible to children sets her apart as a master
storyteller.

Focus on Community

Many of Rylant's stories reflect a deep appreciation for community and belonging. Her books often depict small-
town life, emphasizing the importance of relationships and connections within a community. This focus fosters a
sense of empathy and understanding in young readers.

Award-Winning Author

Cynthia Rylant's contributions have not gone unnoticed. She is the recipient of several prestigious awards,
including the Newbery Medal for her book "Missing May." Her accolades are a testament to her skill as a writer
and her impact on children's literature.



Encouraging a Love of Reading

Through her engaging narratives and relatable characters, Rylant encourages a love of reading among
children. Her books often serve as a gateway for young readers to explore literature, fostering a lifelong
appreciation for stories and storytelling.

Conclusion

"The Relatives Came" by Cynthia Rylant is more than just a children's book; it is a heartfelt celebration of
family, traditions, and the emotional connections that bind us together. Through her lyrical writing and the
enchanting illustrations of Stephen Gammell, Rylant captures the essence of familial love and the joy of
togetherness.

As readers turn the pages of this delightful book, they are reminded of the importance of family and the cherished
memories created during gatherings. Cynthia Rylant's contribution to children's literature continues to
resonate, making her a beloved author among readers of all ages. Whether through "The Relatives Came" or her
other works, Rylant's storytelling leaves a lasting impact, encouraging readers to appreciate the beauty of
their own family connections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Relatives Came' by Cynthia Rylant?

The main theme of 'The Relatives Came' is the joy and warmth of family connections and the celebration of
togetherness during family visits.

How does Cynthia Rylant illustrate the importance of family in 'The
Relatives Came'?

Cynthia Rylant illustrates the importance of family through vivid imagery and heartfelt descriptions of the
characters' interactions, showcasing the love and excitement that family visits bring.

What age group is 'The Relatives Came' targeted towards?

'The Relatives Came' is primarily targeted towards young children, typically in the preschool to early
elementary age range, making it suitable for read-aloud sessions.

What narrative style does Cynthia Rylant use in 'The Relatives Came'?

Cynthia Rylant uses a simple, yet engaging narrative style that combines descriptive language with a
conversational tone, making the story relatable and enjoyable for children.

Are there any illustrations in 'The Relatives Came', and how do they
contribute to the story?

Yes, 'The Relatives Came' features charming illustrations that complement the text, enhancing the emotional
depth of the story and helping to visualize the joyful family gatherings.



What emotions does 'The Relatives Came' evoke in readers?

'The Relatives Came' evokes feelings of nostalgia, warmth, happiness, and a sense of belonging, as it captures
the essence of familial love and the excitement of reunions.

What lessons can children learn from 'The Relatives Came'?

Children can learn valuable lessons about the significance of family relationships, the joy of sharing experiences
with loved ones, and the comfort that family brings during visits.
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