
the resolutions of jonathan edwards
The Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards are a profound testament to the spiritual and moral
aspirations of one of America's most significant theologians and philosophers. Written in the early
18th century, these resolutions reflect Edwards' commitment to living a life directed by Christian
principles, infused with introspection and a relentless pursuit of holiness. They serve not only as
personal goals but also as a framework for understanding the relationship between individual
conduct and divine expectation. This article delves into the context, content, impact, and enduring
legacy of Edwards' resolutions, illuminating their relevance in both historical and contemporary
settings.

Context of Jonathan Edwards' Life

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) was a key figure in the First Great Awakening, a religious revival
that swept through the American colonies. His theological contributions and eloquent sermons
helped shape the landscape of American Protestantism.

Early Life and Education

Edwards was born in East Windsor, Connecticut, into a prominent Puritan family. He was
precocious, entering Yale College at the age of 13, which laid the foundation for his later theological
explorations. His education was steeped in the teachings of the Reformed tradition, where he
developed a deep understanding of human nature and divine providence.

Religious Upbringing

Growing up in a strict Puritan environment, Edwards was profoundly influenced by the spiritual
rigor of his community. His upbringing instilled in him a sense of moral responsibility and a desire
for personal holiness, which would become central themes in his resolutions.

Content of the Resolutions

Edwards wrote his resolutions in 1722 when he was just 19 years old. He crafted a list of 70
resolutions, each designed to guide his thoughts and actions in accordance with his faith. The
resolutions are notable for their clarity, depth, and commitment to self-examination.

Key Themes of the Resolutions

1. Commitment to God: Many of Edwards' resolutions emphasize a profound dedication to serving



God. He resolves to prioritize his relationship with God above all else.

2. Self-Examination: Edwards encourages rigorous self-scrutiny, reflecting on his thoughts and
actions to ensure they align with his spiritual objectives.

3. Moral Integrity: A number of resolutions focus on maintaining a high standard of moral conduct,
stressing the importance of honesty, purity, and humility.

4. The Pursuit of Happiness: Edwards believes true happiness can only be found in God. His
resolutions often link a joyful life to a committed spiritual existence.

5. The Importance of Prayer: He emphasizes the necessity of prayer and meditation as a means of
connecting with God and seeking guidance.

Notable Resolutions

While all of Edwards' resolutions are significant, some stand out for their depth and insight. Here
are a few notable examples:

1. Resolution 1: "Resolved, that I will do whatsoever I think to be most to God’s glory, and my own
good, profit, and pleasure, in the whole of my duration, without any consideration of the time,
whether now or never so many myriads of ages hence."

2. Resolution 6: "Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live."

3. Resolution 8: "Resolved, to act in all respects, both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so
vile as I, and as if I had committed the same sins as the other."

4. Resolution 13: "Resolved, in narrations never to speak anything but the pure and simple verity."

5. Resolution 31: "Resolved, to do always what I can towards making, maintaining, and defending
the honor of my God."

Each of these resolutions reflects Edwards' deep theological insights and his unwavering
commitment to living a life that glorifies God.

Impact of the Resolutions

Edwards' resolutions had a significant impact on his life and the lives of those who encountered his
writings. They served as a personal guide for Edwards, shaping his character and influencing his
actions throughout his ministry.

Personal Transformation

The resolutions propelled Edwards into a life of disciplined spirituality. They became a daily



reminder of his commitments and a source of motivation to pursue holiness. His introspective nature
allowed him to continually evaluate his adherence to these resolutions, fostering a deeper
relationship with God.

Influence on Others

Edwards' resolutions also influenced his contemporaries and future generations of Christians. His
dedication to personal piety and moral integrity inspired many to adopt similar practices of self-
examination and resolution. The resolutions have been studied and referenced by theologians,
pastors, and laypeople alike, serving as a model for how to live a life devoted to spiritual growth.

Enduring Legacy

Today, the Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards continue to resonate with individuals seeking a deeper
understanding of their faith. They challenge readers to reflect on their own lives and consider how
they can align their actions with their beliefs.

Relevance in Modern Christianity

In an age where distractions abound and moral ambiguity often reigns, Edwards' resolutions offer a
timeless framework for spiritual discipline. They remind believers of the importance of intentionality
in their faith journey. Some key takeaways that remain relevant today include:

- The Need for Accountability: Edwards' resolutions encourage individuals to hold themselves
accountable for their actions and choices.

- The Value of Reflection: Regular self-examination is vital for personal growth and spiritual
maturity.

- The Pursuit of Holiness: A commitment to living a life of integrity and morality is essential for
anyone seeking to follow Christ.

Conclusion: A Call to Resolve

The Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards stand as a powerful testament to the pursuit of holiness and
the transformative power of commitment. In a world that often prioritizes convenience over
conviction, Edwards' example invites modern believers to reflect on their own lives and consider the
resolutions they might make to grow closer to God. By embracing the principles found in Edwards'
resolutions, individuals today can cultivate a life marked by purpose, integrity, and a deep reliance
on divine grace. Ultimately, the legacy of Jonathan Edwards encourages us all to strive for a life that
not only seeks personal fulfillment but also glorifies God in every aspect of our existence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes of Jonathan Edwards' resolutions?
The main themes of Jonathan Edwards' resolutions include personal piety, self-discipline, the pursuit
of holiness, and a deep commitment to spiritual growth.

How did Jonathan Edwards' resolutions influence his ministry?
Edwards' resolutions provided a framework for his spiritual life and ministry, emphasizing the
importance of integrity, passionate devotion to God, and the necessity of living a life that reflects
one's beliefs.

How many resolutions did Jonathan Edwards write?
Jonathan Edwards wrote a total of 70 resolutions, which he created as a guide to living a more
disciplined and godly life.

Why did Jonathan Edwards create his resolutions?
Edwards created his resolutions to help himself remain accountable in his spiritual journey, to
cultivate a deeper relationship with God, and to maintain focus on his life's purpose.

What is the significance of the first resolution of Jonathan
Edwards?
The first resolution emphasizes the importance of living for God's glory and reflects Edwards'
commitment to prioritize divine honor above all else.

How did Jonathan Edwards' resolutions reflect his Puritan
beliefs?
Edwards’ resolutions reflect Puritan beliefs in their focus on self-examination, moral accountability,
and the relentless pursuit of personal holiness, which were central to the Puritan way of life.

What role did introspection play in Edwards' resolutions?
Introspection played a crucial role in Edwards' resolutions, as he emphasized the need for self-
reflection and honest evaluation of one's thoughts and actions to grow spiritually.

Can Edwards' resolutions be applied in modern life?
Yes, Edwards' resolutions can be applied in modern life as they encourage self-discipline, intentional
living, and a focus on personal growth and ethical behavior.



What impact did Jonathan Edwards' resolutions have on later
Christian thinkers?
Edwards' resolutions have influenced later Christian thinkers and leaders, promoting the idea of
intentional living and the importance of spiritual disciplines in personal and communal faith.

How did Jonathan Edwards maintain his commitment to his
resolutions?
Edwards maintained his commitment to his resolutions through regular review, prayer, and a strong
community of fellow believers who supported his spiritual journey.
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