the ritz afternoon tea london

The Ritz Afternoon Tea London is an exquisite experience that encapsulates
the very essence of British culture and tradition. Nestled in the heart of
London, The Ritz Hotel stands as a symbol of luxury and elegance. Known for
its opulence and grand architecture, The Ritz has become synonymous with the
quintessential afternoon tea experience. Guests are invited to indulge in a
delightful array of finely curated teas, delicate sandwiches, freshly baked
scones, and an assortment of pastries and cakes, all served in an atmosphere
that is both regal and inviting. This article delves into the history, menu
offerings, experience, and tips for enjoying afternoon tea at The Ritz
London.

History of Afternoon Tea

Afternoon tea originated in the early 19th century, a tradition attributed to
Anna, the Duchess of Bedford. She found herself feeling famished during the
long hours between lunch and dinner—a meal typically served late in the
evening. To combat her hunger, she began to request tea, sandwiches, and
cakes in the afternoon. This practice quickly gained popularity among the
aristocracy, and soon, afternoon tea became a fashionable social event.

The Ritz Hotel opened its doors in 1906, and it has since played a pivotal
role in maintaining and evolving the tradition of afternoon tea. The hotel's
Palm Court, where tea is served, is renowned for its stunning décor and
luxurious ambiance, providing the perfect backdrop for this cherished ritual.

The Ritz Afternoon Tea Experience

When you step into The Ritz, you are transported into a world of
sophistication and grace. The Palm Court features elegant furnishings, with a
stunning crystal chandelier and lush, soft furnishings that create a warm,
inviting atmosphere. The experience is not just about the food; it is about
the ambiance, the service, and the attention to detail that characterizes The
Ritz.

Booking Your Afternoon Tea

Reservations for afternoon tea at The Ritz are essential due to its
popularity. Here are some tips for booking:

1. Plan Ahead: Book your tea experience weeks in advance, especially during
peak seasons.



2. Online Reservations: Visit The Ritz website to secure your spot. You can
select your preferred date and time.

3. Dress Code: A smart casual dress code is enforced. Guests are encouraged
to dress elegantly, as the experience is designed to evoke a sense of
grandeur.

What to Expect During Afternoon Tea

Upon arrival, guests are greeted warmly and escorted to their table. The
service is impeccable, with staff trained to provide a seamless experience.
The traditional afternoon tea service typically includes:

- A selection of fine teas

- A variety of finger sandwiches

- Freshly baked scones with clotted cream and jam
- An assortment of pastries and cakes

Each component is meticulously prepared, ensuring that every bite is a
delight.

The Menu: A Delightful Selection

The Ritz offers a classic afternoon tea menu, which showcases British
culinary traditions. The menu is subject to seasonal changes, offering guests
the best of what each season has to offer.

Tea Selection

The tea menu at The Ritz is extensive, featuring a variety of blends and
single-origin teas. Some popular choices include:

- Earl Grey: A classic blend of black tea infused with bergamot.

- Darjeeling: Often referred to as the "Champagne of teas," known for its
delicate flavor.

- Green Tea: A refreshing option that is both soothing and invigorating.
- Herbal Teas: A selection of caffeine-free herbal infusions.

Guests are encouraged to consult with the knowledgeable staff to find the
perfect tea to complement their afternoon experience.

Sandwiches

A traditional selection of finger sandwiches is served, typically including:



- Cucumber and cream cheese

- Smoked salmon

- Egg mayonnaise

- Roast beef with horseradish

These sandwiches are elegantly crafted, cut into delicate shapes, and served
on fine china.

Scones

No afternoon tea is complete without scones. The Ritz serves freshly baked
scones that are warm and fluffy. They are accompanied by:

- Clotted cream: Thick and rich, perfect for spreading on scones.
- Strawberry jam: A delightful complement to the cream and scones.

Pastries and Cakes

The selection of pastries and cakes at The Ritz is truly a sight to behold.
Guests can expect:

- Classic British cakes, such as Battenberg and Victoria sponge.
- Seasonal pastries crafted with attention to detail.
- Chocolate éclairs and fruit tarts.

Each pastry is not only delicious but also beautifully presented, making it a
feast for the eyes.

Special Occasions

The Ritz Afternoon Tea is an ideal setting for various special occasions.
Whether you are celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or simply a gathering of
friends, The Ritz offers packages that can enhance your experience. Options
may include:

- Champagne Afternoon Tea: Celebrate with a glass of Champagne added to your
tea experience.

- Custom Celebrations: The Ritz can arrange for special cakes or personalized
touches for your event.

Etiquette for Afternoon Tea

While enjoying afternoon tea at The Ritz, it is important to adhere to



certain etiquette that enhances the experience:

1. Mind Your Manners: Use polite table manners, as this is a formal setting.
2. Tea Etiquette: Pour tea for others before serving yourself, and never tap
your spoon against the cup.

3. Scone Protocol: When enjoying scones, break them apart gently rather than
slicing them.

Conclusion

The Ritz Afternoon Tea in London is more than just a meal; it is an
experience steeped in tradition and elegance. With its luxurious setting,
exceptional service, and delectable menu, it offers a delightful escape from
the hustle and bustle of city life. Whether you are a tourist seeking to
immerse yourself in British culture or a local looking for a special treat,
indulging in afternoon tea at The Ritz is an unforgettable experience that
epitomizes the refinement and charm of London. So, gather your friends, dress
to impress, and prepare to sip tea and savor the moment in one of the world’s
most iconic hotels.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the price range for afternoon tea at The
Ritz London?

The price for afternoon tea at The Ritz London typically ranges from £70 to
£90 per person, depending on the day and any special packages.

How can I make a reservation for afternoon tea at
The Ritz London?

Reservations for afternoon tea at The Ritz London can be made through their
official website or by calling their reservations team directly.

What time is afternoon tea served at The Ritz
London?

Afternoon tea at The Ritz London is usually served from 11:30 AM to 7:00 PM
daily, with specific seating times that guests should book in advance.

What types of tea are offered during afternoon tea
at The Ritz?

The Ritz offers a selection of over 18 different teas, including traditional



English blends, herbal teas, and seasonal specialties.

Is the afternoon tea at The Ritz London suitable for
dietary restrictions?

Yes, The Ritz London can accommodate dietary restrictions such as vegan,
vegetarian, and gluten-free options if informed in advance during the
reservation.

What is included in the afternoon tea experience at
The Ritz London?

The afternoon tea experience includes a selection of finger sandwiches,
freshly baked scones with clotted cream and jam, pastries, and a choice of
tea.

What is the dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz
London?

The dress code for afternoon tea at The Ritz London is smart casual, with
recommendations to avoid sportswear and flip-flops.

How long does the afternoon tea experience last at
The Ritz London?

The afternoon tea experience at The Ritz typically lasts around 1.5 to 2
hours, allowing guests to enjoy their tea and treats leisurely.

Are children allowed to attend afternoon tea at The
Ritz London?

Yes, children are welcome to attend afternoon tea at The Ritz London, and
there are special children's menus available for younger guests.
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