the roaring twenties commonlit answer key

The Roaring Twenties CommonLit Answer Key is a valuable resource for educators and students
alike, providing insights and answers to questions related to this transformative decade in American
history. The 1920s, often referred to as the "Roaring Twenties," was a period marked by dramatic
social and political change, economic prosperity, and cultural flourishing. This article will explore the
historical context of the Roaring Twenties, its significant events, cultural developments, and how
CommonlLit resources can enhance understanding of this era.

Historical Context of the Roaring Twenties

The 1920s followed the devastation of World War | and the 1918 influenza pandemic. The decade was
characterized by a sense of optimism and a break from traditional values. The end of the war brought
about a desire for change, which manifested in various aspects of society.

The Economic Boom

The U.S. economy experienced significant growth during the 1920s, fueled by:

1. Industrial Expansion: Major advancements in manufacturing and technology led to increased
production.

2. Consumer Culture: The rise of consumerism encouraged spending on luxury goods, automobiles,
and household appliances.

3. Stock Market Growth: The stock market boomed, with many Americans investing in stocks, often
using borrowed money.

Social Changes

The decade brought about notable social transformations, including:

- Prohibition: The 18th Amendment, enacted in 1920, prohibited the sale of alcohol, leading to the rise
of speakeasies and organized crime.

- Women's Suffrage: The 19th Amendment, ratified in 1920, granted women the right to vote, marking
a significant step toward gender equality.

- The Great Migration: Many African Americans moved from rural southern states to urban centers in
the North, seeking better economic opportunities and escaping racial discrimination.

Cultural Developments in the Roaring Twenties

The Roaring Twenties is often celebrated for its vibrant cultural scene, which included literature,
music, fashion, and art.



Jazz Age and Music

The 1920s is often referred to as the "Jazz Age," a term popularized by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Jazz music
became synonymous with the decade, characterized by:

- New Orleans Influence: Jazz originated in New Orleans and spread to cities like Chicago and New
York.

- Famous Musicians: Icons such as Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Bessie Smith rose to
prominence during this time.

Literature and the Lost Generation

The literary landscape of the 1920s was shaped by what became known as the "Lost Generation," a
group of American writers disillusioned by the war. Notable authors included:

- Ernest Hemingway: Known for his terse prose and themes of existentialism.
- F. Scott Fitzgerald: His novel "The Great Gatsby" captures the essence of the Jazz Age and critiques
the American Dream.

Fashion and Lifestyle

Fashion in the Roaring Twenties was revolutionary, with changes that reflected broader societal shifts:

- Flapper Culture: Young women, known as flappers, challenged traditional gender roles by adopting
new styles, such as shorter dresses and bobbed hair.

- Luxury and Excess: The wealthy flaunted their riches through extravagant parties and opulent
lifestyles.

Commonlit and Educational Resources

CommonlLit is an educational platform that provides free reading materials and resources for teachers
and students. It includes a variety of texts on the Roaring Twenties, making it an excellent tool for
studying this dynamic era.

Utilizing CommonlLit for Roaring Twenties Curriculum

When implementing CommonlLit into a curriculum focused on the Roaring Twenties, consider the
following strategies:

1. Text Selection: Choose relevant texts that cover different aspects of the decade, such as historical
events, cultural developments, and literary works.
2. Discussion Questions: Use CommonlLit’s discussion questions to facilitate classroom dialogue.



Questions may include:

- How did the economic conditions of the 1920s influence the cultural developments of the period?
- In what ways did the Roaring Twenties challenge traditional social norms?

3. Assignments and Assessments: Create assignments based on CommonlLit texts, such as essays
analyzing the impact of jazz music or the significance of women's suffrage.

Sample Answer Key Insights

While specific answer keys for CommonlLit texts on the Roaring Twenties are typically not publicly
available, educators can create their own based on the themes and concepts presented in the
readings. Here are some common themes and potential answers to guide educators:

- Theme of Change: Many texts highlight the rapid changes in American society during the 1920s.
Students might respond that these changes reflect a broader shift towards modernity and
individualism.

- Impact of Prohibition: Discussions can center on the unintended consequences of Prohibition, such
as the rise of organized crime and the cultural shift toward underground drinking establishments.

- Cultural Identity: Students can explore how the Harlem Renaissance contributed to a new sense of
identity for African Americans, influencing art, literature, and social thought.

Conclusion

The Roaring Twenties was a complex and dynamic decade that shaped modern America in various
ways. From economic prosperity to cultural evolution, the period laid the groundwork for many
societal changes that followed. Utilizing resources like CommonLit allows educators and students to
delve deeper into the era, fostering a comprehensive understanding of its significance. By engaging
with texts and discussions about the Roaring Twenties, learners can appreciate the profound effects
of this time in history and its lasting legacy on American culture and society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key cultural developments during the Roaring
Twenties?

The Roaring Twenties saw significant cultural developments, including the rise of jazz music, the
Harlem Renaissance, the flapper movement, and advancements in art and literature, particularly with
figures like F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway.

How did the economy influence the lifestyle in the 1920s?

The booming economy of the 1920s led to increased consumerism, with more people able to afford
luxury items, cars, and household appliances, resulting in a shift towards a more modern, leisure-
oriented lifestyle.



What were the major social changes during the Roaring
Twenties?

Major social changes included the fight for women's suffrage, the changing roles of women in society,
and the emergence of youth culture, highlighted by new fashions and behaviors that challenged
traditional norms.

What role did Prohibition play in the Roaring Twenties?

Prohibition, enacted by the 18th Amendment, led to the rise of speakeasies, bootlegging, and
organized crime, as people sought illegal ways to consume alcohol, which significantly impacted
social interactions and culture.

How did the arts reflect the spirit of the Roaring Twenties?

The arts, including literature, music, and visual arts, reflected the spirit of the Roaring Twenties by
embracing modernism, experimenting with new forms and techniques, and often critiquing societal
norms and values of the time.
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