the rocky horror picture show science fiction
double feature

The Rocky Horror Picture Show Science Fiction Double Feature is a cult classic that has
transcended generations, combining elements of science fiction, horror, and musical theater. Since
its debut in 1975, it has developed a dedicated fanbase that embraces its unique blend of camp and
social commentary. This article explores the origins, themes, and lasting impact of this iconic film, as
well as its unforgettable opening number, "Science Fiction Double Feature."

Origins of The Rocky Horror Picture Show

The Rocky Horror Picture Show originated from a stage production titled "The Rocky Horror Show,"
which was first performed in London in 1973. Created by Richard O'Brien, the show was a tribute to
the B-movies of the 1950s and 1960s, particularly those in the horror and science fiction genres. The
musical was met with critical acclaim, leading to the decision to adapt it for the big screen.

The Film’s Production

Produced by 20th Century Fox, The Rocky Horror Picture Show was directed by Jim Sharman and
featured an ensemble cast, including Tim Curry as the iconic Dr. Frank-N-Furter, Susan Sarandon as
Janet Weiss, and Barry Bostwick as Brad Majors. The film was notable for its low budget, which
ultimately contributed to its campy charm and aesthetic.

Release and Initial Reception

Upon its release in September 1975, The Rocky Horror Picture Show did not achieve immediate
commercial success. However, it garnered a cult following that began to grow through midnight
screenings, where audience participation became an integral part of the experience. Fans would
often dress in costumes, shout lines, and bring props to enhance the immersive nature of the film.

Thematic Elements of the Film

The Rocky Horror Picture Show is rich in themes that resonate with audiences, including sexuality,
identity, and social norms. The film challenges traditional notions of gender and sexuality while
celebrating individuality and self-expression.

Sexuality and Gender Fluidity



One of the most significant aspects of The Rocky Horror Picture Show is its exploration of sexuality
and gender. Dr. Frank-N-Furter, a transvestite from the planet Transsexual, embodies a rejection of
conventional gender roles. This character, alongside the diverse array of other characters, invites
viewers to question societal expectations related to sexual orientation and identity.

Social Commentary

The film serves as a critique of 1970s society, particularly in its portrayal of sexual repression and
conformity. Through its characters and narrative, The Rocky Horror Picture Show encourages
viewers to embrace their desires and reject the constraints imposed by traditional social norms.

Science Fiction Double Feature: The Opening Number

The film opens with the song "Science Fiction Double Feature," which sets the stage for the bizarre
and thrilling ride that follows. This number is a homage to the science fiction and horror films of the
past, referencing classic titles and their memorable characters.

References in the Song

"Science Fiction Double Feature" is filled with allusions to iconic films, including:
e Metropolis - Fritz Lang's 1927 silent film, known for its groundbreaking special effects and
themes of class struggle.

e Flash Gordon - The 1936 serial that became a cultural phenomenon, influencing numerous
adaptations and parodies.

¢ Creature from the Black Lagoon - A classic 1954 horror film featuring a half-human, half-
fish creature that has become a symbol of the monster genre.

e Dracula - The timeless character from Bram Stoker's novel, who has been portrayed in
countless films and adaptations.

e Godzilla - The iconic Japanese monster known for its destructive rampages, representing
humanity's fear of the unknown.

These references not only pay tribute to the genre but also set the tone for the playful, irreverent
nature of the film.



The Impact of the Opening Number

The opening number serves as a perfect introduction to the film's campy aesthetic and eclectic style.
Its catchy melody and whimsical lyrics invite audiences into a world that celebrates the bizarre and
the fantastical. As the film progresses, the themes introduced in "Science Fiction Double Feature"
are further explored through the storyline and character arcs.

Cult Following and Audience Participation

One of the most unique aspects of The Rocky Horror Picture Show is the culture of audience
participation that has developed around it. This phenomenon began in the late 1970s and has since
become a hallmark of the film's screenings.

Midnight Screenings

Midnight screenings of The Rocky Horror Picture Show are a tradition in many cities, attracting
dedicated fans who come dressed as their favorite characters. These events often feature:

e Costumes: Fans recreate the looks of characters like Frank-N-Furter, Brad, and Janet,
showcasing their creativity and love for the film.

e Props: Audience members bring items such as rice (to throw during the wedding scene), toast
(to throw during the toast), and squirt guns (to simulate rain), enhancing the interactive

experience.

e Callbacks: Fans shout lines in response to the film's dialogue, creating a communal
atmosphere that is both entertaining and engaging.

This interactive element has solidified The Rocky Horror Picture Show's status as a beloved cult film,
with a dedicated following that spans generations.

The Lasting Legacy of The Rocky Horror Picture Show

The Rocky Horror Picture Show's influence extends beyond its initial release, impacting popular
culture in numerous ways. It has inspired countless adaptations, parodies, and tributes across
various media.

Cultural Impact



The film's celebration of individuality and acceptance has resonated with audiences, particularly
within the LGBTQ+ community. Its message of self-acceptance and freedom of expression continues
to inspire new generations.

Adaptations and Tributes

Over the years, The Rocky Horror Picture Show has spawned various adaptations, including:

e Stage Revivals: The musical has been revived countless times, with productions around the
world paying homage to its original charm.

e Television Adaptations: In 2016, Fox produced a made-for-TV remake featuring a
contemporary cast, introducing the story to a new audience.

e Parodies: The film's influence can be seen in numerous parodies and references in popular
media, ranging from television shows to movies.

Conclusion

The Rocky Horror Picture Show Science Fiction Double Feature remains a beloved cultural
phenomenon that continues to captivate audiences worldwide. Its bold exploration of themes such as
sexuality, identity, and social norms, combined with its unforgettable musical numbers and
interactive screenings, has solidified its place in cinematic history. As new generations discover this
iconic film, its legacy will undoubtedly endure, encouraging self-expression and acceptance for years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the song 'Science Fiction/Double
Feature' in The Rocky Horror Picture Show?

The song serves as an opening number that sets the tone for the film, paying homage to classic
science fiction and horror films while introducing the show's themes of love, sexuality, and rebellion.

How does 'Science Fiction/Double Feature' reflect the camp
aesthetic of The Rocky Horror Picture Show?

'Science Fiction/Double Feature' encapsulates the camp aesthetic through its playful references to
B-movie tropes and exaggerated performances, creating a sense of nostalgia while embracing the
absurd.



Who originally wrote and performed 'Science Fiction/Double
Feature'?

‘Science Fiction/Double Feature' was written by Richard O'Brien, the creator of The Rocky Horror
Picture Show, and was first performed by the character riff raff in the 1973 stage production and
later in the film.

What themes are explored in 'Science Fiction/Double Feature'?

The song explores themes of escapism, the allure of the fantastical, and the celebration of outsider
culture, highlighting the characters' desire for adventure and acceptance.

How has 'Science Fiction/Double Feature' influenced popular
culture?

The song has influenced popular culture by inspiring countless covers, parodies, and references in
various media, solidifying its status as an iconic anthem for the LGBTQ+ community and fans of cult
cinema.

What role does nostalgia play in the lyrics of '‘Science
Fiction/Double Feature'?

Nostalgia is a key element, as the lyrics reference beloved sci-fi and horror films from the past,
evoking a sense of longing for a time when such films captivated audiences with their imaginative
storytelling.

How does 'Science Fiction/Double Feature' contribute to the
overall narrative of The Rocky Horror Picture Show?

'‘Science Fiction/Double Feature' introduces the film's blending of genres, foreshadows the eccentric
characters, and establishes the campy atmosphere, which is crucial to the film's narrative and
thematic structure.
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