the secret life of walter mitty script

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty is a cinematic exploration of the boundaries between fantasy
and reality, underscored by a transformative journey of self-discovery. Adapted from James
Thurber's 1939 short story, the film, directed by Ben Stiller, takes audiences on a visual and
emotional adventure that highlights the importance of stepping out of one’s comfort zone.
The script of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty serves as both a narrative and a character
study, delving into themes of courage, imagination, and the quest for meaning in an
increasingly mundane world.

Overview of the Film

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty centers on the titular character, Walter Mitty, a daydreamer
who escapes his dull life through vivid fantasies where he is a hero. Stiller not only stars as
Mitty but also takes on the role of director, bringing a unique vision to the well-loved story.
The film juxtaposes Mitty’s fantastical escapades with his real-life challenges, including his
job at Life magazine, which is on the brink of extinction.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds with Walter working as a negative assets manager for Life magazine,
where he is responsible for curating photographs for the publication. Despite his
imaginative inner life, Walter is timid and often overlooked, particularly by his crush, Cheryl
Melhoff, played by Kristen Wiig. When the magazine transitions to a digital format and
Walter learns that the legendary photographer Sean O'Connell has sent a final negative
that is meant to be the cover of the last print issue, he embarks on a quest to find
O'Connell and the missing negative.

Key events that propel the narrative include:

1. Walter's Daydreams: Throughout the film, Walter's elaborate daydreams serve as a stark
contrast to his mundane reality, showcasing his desires and aspirations.

2. The Catalyst: The impending closure of Life magazine and the potential loss of his job
catalyze Walter’s journey.

3. The Adventure: Walter travels from New York to various global destinations, including
Iceland and the Himalayas, facing challenges that test his courage and resourcefulness.

4. Self-Discovery: The journey leads Walter to confront his fears, connect with others, and
ultimately embrace his true self.

Thematic Elements

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty explores several key themes that resonate deeply with
audiences:



- Imagination vs. Reality: The film illustrates the tension between Walter's vibrant fantasies
and his lackluster real life. The daydreams highlight his desires for adventure and love, but
they also serve as a coping mechanism for his dissatisfaction.

- Courage and Transformation: Walter's character arc is a testament to the transformative
power of stepping out of one’s comfort zone. His journey becomes a symbol of courage,
prompting viewers to reflect on their own lives.

- Connection and Relationships: Walter's interactions, particularly with Cheryl and Sean
O'Connell (played by Sean Penn), emphasize the importance of human connection and the
impact relationships have on personal growth.

- The Pursuit of Dreams: The narrative encourages viewers to pursue their dreams, no
matter how unattainable they may seem. Walter's adventure serves as a reminder that life
is filled with possibilities.

Character Development

The character development in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty is pivotal to the film’s impact.
Each character contributes to Walter’s evolution throughout the story.

Walter Mitty

Walter begins as a passive observer of life, often retreating into his vivid fantasies. As the
film progresses, he transforms into a proactive individual who seeks real experiences. This
transformation is marked by several key moments:

- Facing Fears: Walter confronts various fears, from daring skateboard rides to scaling
mountains, which symbolize his internal struggles.

- Taking Risks: The decision to embark on a global quest signifies a monumental shift in
Walter's character, showcasing his growth from indecision to action.

- Embracing Authenticity: By the end of the film, Walter learns to embrace his true self,
shedding the layers of self-doubt and insecurity.

Cheryl Melhoff

Cheryl serves as both a love interest and a catalyst for Walter’'s growth:
- Inspiration: Her character encourages Walter to break free from his shell and pursue more
than just daydreams.

- Reality Check: Cheryl’s pragmatism contrasts with Walter’s fantasies, grounding him and
pushing him toward self-discovery.

Sean O'Connell

Sean represents the idealized version of a life well-lived:



- Mystique: As a renowned photographer, Sean embodies adventure and passion, serving as
a model for Walter's aspirations.

- Guidance: Through his absence, Sean’s character provides wisdom and serves as a
guiding force in Walter’s journey, ultimately leading him to understand the importance of
presence and experience.

Cinematic Elements

The film’s script is complemented by stunning visuals, an evocative soundtrack, and
creative cinematography that together enhance the storytelling.

Cinematography

The cinematography in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty plays a crucial role in conveying the
film’s themes:

- Visual Contrast: The stark difference between Walter’s drab office life and the
breathtaking landscapes he visits emphasizes the film’s central theme of exploration.
- Symbolism: Various shots symbolize Walter’s internal journey, with wide-angle views
representing freedom and close-ups capturing his emotional struggles.

Soundtrack and Score

The soundtrack, featuring artists like Of Monsters and Men and David Bowie, accentuates
the film's emotional undertones:

- Mood Enhancement: The music complements the visual storytelling, enhancing Walter's
experiences and the emotional weight of his journey.

- Connection to Themes: The songs selected resonate with the themes of courage, dream-
chasing, and self-discovery.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty received mixed reviews from critics but
garnered a strong following among audiences. It was praised for its visual artistry and
inspiring message, resonating particularly with those feeling trapped in their routines.

Critical Responses

While some critics pointed out the film's pacing and plot inconsistencies, others lauded the
heartfelt performances and the film's ability to inspire:



- Visual Appeal: Many praised the film’s breathtaking cinematography and its ability to
transport audiences to various corners of the world.

- Relatability: Audiences connected with Walter’s struggles, finding inspiration in his journey
from a passive dreamer to an active participant in his own life.

Cultural Impact

The film has since become a cultural touchstone, often referenced in discussions about
pursuing dreams and personal growth. Its message encourages viewers to embrace their
imaginations and take risks in their own lives.

Conclusion

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty remains a poignant exploration of the human experience,
blending fantasy and reality in a way that resonates deeply with viewers. Through its rich
themes, character development, and stunning visuals, the film invites audiences to reflect
on their own lives, encouraging them to seek adventure and embrace the beauty of the
world around them. As Walter Mitty learns to live beyond his daydreams, so too do we learn
the importance of courage and self-discovery in our own journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty' script?

The main theme revolves around the quest for self-discovery and the courage to step out of
one's comfort zone to pursue dreams.

Who wrote the original story that inspired 'The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty' script?

The original short story was written by James Thurber and published in 1939.

How does the script portray Walter Mitty's character
development?

Walter Mitty evolves from a daydreamer who escapes into fantasy to a courageous
individual who embarks on real-life adventures.

What role does photography play in 'The Secret Life of



Walter Mitty' script?

Photography serves as a catalyst for Walter's transformation, representing both the beauty
of the world and his desire to capture meaningful moments.

What are some significant adventures that Walter Mitty
experiences in the script?

Walter travels to various locations including Greenland, Iceland, and the Himalayas,
engaging in thrilling activities like surfing and mountain climbing.

How does the script use daydreams to enhance the
narrative?

Daydreams illustrate Walter's inner struggles and desires, contrasting his mundane life with
his imaginative escapades, which ultimately inspire his real-life actions.

What is the significance of the character Cheryl in
Walter Mitty's journey?

Cheryl represents both a love interest and a source of motivation for Walter; her
encouragement helps him take risks and pursue his aspirations.

How does the film adaptation differ from the original
script?

The film adaptation expands on the character's backstory, adds new locations and
challenges, and emphasizes a more cinematic visual experience.

What message does 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'
convey about fear and adventure?

The script conveys that facing fears and embracing adventure can lead to personal growth
and fulfillment, encouraging viewers to live life to the fullest.

What impact did 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' have
on popular culture?

The film has inspired many to pursue their dreams and has sparked discussions about the
importance of adventure and stepping out of one's comfort zone.
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