
the seven miracles of gubbio and the
eighth a parable
The seven miracles of Gubbio and the eighth a parable is a fascinating story
that intertwines history, religion, and local folklore. Set in the
picturesque town of Gubbio, Italy, these miracles highlight the town's deep-
rooted spiritual traditions and the legendary tales that continue to
captivate both locals and visitors alike. This article delves into the seven
miracles attributed to St. Francis of Assisi in Gubbio, each a testament to
his love for nature and all living beings, culminating in an eighth miracle
that serves as a profound parable.

Understanding Gubbio: A Historical Overview

Gubbio is one of the oldest towns in Italy, boasting a rich history that
dates back to the Umbrian civilization. Its medieval architecture, narrow
streets, and stunning landscapes make it a popular destination for tourists
seeking to explore Italy's cultural heritage. The town is particularly famous
for its connection to St. Francis of Assisi, who is believed to have
performed several miracles here during his lifetime.

The Seven Miracles of Gubbio

The seven miracles of Gubbio are deeply rooted in the local tradition and are
often recounted by the townspeople as a source of pride and inspiration. Each
miracle illustrates a particular aspect of St. Francis' character and his
profound connection with nature.

1. The Wolf of Gubbio

One of the most famous miracles is the taming of the ferocious wolf that
terrorized the town. The wolf was said to have attacked livestock and even
people, creating fear among the townsfolk. St. Francis, moved by compassion
for both the wolf and the townspeople, approached the beast. Through his
prayers and gentle demeanor, he was able to tame the wolf, convincing it to
cease its attacks in exchange for food. This miracle symbolizes the
importance of peace and understanding between humans and nature.

2. The Healing of the Sick



St. Francis was known for his healing abilities. In Gubbio, he is said to
have healed many sick individuals, restoring their health through prayer and
the laying on of hands. This miracle emphasizes his role as a compassionate
healer, reflecting the Christian belief in the power of faith and divine
intervention.

3. The Restoration of the Damaged Crop

During a time of drought, the crops in Gubbio were suffering. In a
demonstration of his deep connection to nature, St. Francis prayed for rain.
Soon after his prayers, the skies opened, and rain fell upon the parched
fields, restoring the crops and providing sustenance for the townspeople.
This miracle highlights the theme of stewardship of the earth and the
blessings that come from a harmonious relationship with nature.

4. The Vision of the Angels

Another miracle attributed to St. Francis involves a vision of angels that he
experienced while praying in solitude. During this vision, he received divine
guidance and insight into his mission on earth. This experience reinforced
his commitment to serving God and helping others, emphasizing the importance
of spiritual connection and guidance.

5. The Multiplication of Food

During a particularly harsh winter, food supplies in Gubbio dwindled, and the
townspeople faced starvation. St. Francis is said to have performed a miracle
of multiplication, where he blessed the little food available, allowing it to
feed the hungry residents. This miracle illustrates the themes of generosity
and divine providence, showcasing St. Francis' selflessness and dedication to
communal well-being.

6. The Prayer for the Birds

St. Francis had a special affinity for animals, and one day while preaching,
he noticed a flock of birds. He stopped to address them, encouraging them to
praise God for their beauty and freedom. This act of kindness and respect for
all living creatures is seen as a miracle of love and compassion toward
nature, emphasizing the importance of recognizing the divine in every aspect
of life.



7. The Apparition of the Virgin Mary

One of the final miracles in Gubbio is the apparition of the Virgin Mary, who
appeared to St. Francis while he was in prayer. She provided him with
comfort, strength, and guidance for his mission. This miracle signifies the
importance of faith and the divine feminine presence in the life of St.
Francis, further solidifying his role as a messenger of peace and love.

The Eighth Miracle: A Parable

While the first seven miracles are attributed directly to St. Francis, the
eighth miracle takes a different form—a parable that encapsulates his
teachings and the essence of his life. This parable revolves around the idea
of humility and the simplicity of faith.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

In this parable, St. Francis likens faith to a mustard seed—small yet
powerful. He teaches that even the smallest acts of kindness and faith can
lead to great transformations. Just as a mustard seed grows into a large
tree, so too can a humble act of love spread and flourish in the world.

Key lessons from this parable include:

The importance of nurturing one's faith, no matter how small.

The idea that true greatness comes from humility and service to others.

The reminder that every individual has the potential to create positive
change, regardless of their circumstances.

The Legacy of the Seven Miracles and the Eighth
Parable

The seven miracles of Gubbio and the eighth parable serve as a testament to
the enduring legacy of St. Francis of Assisi. His life and teachings continue
to inspire millions around the world, emphasizing themes of compassion,
humility, and respect for all living beings.

Visiting Gubbio today, one can feel the spirit of St. Francis permeating the
town. From the stunning landscapes that surround it to the historical sites



that commemorate his miracles, Gubbio remains a place where the stories of
faith and devotion are cherished.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the seven miracles of Gubbio and the eighth parable tell a
powerful story of faith, compassion, and the interconnectedness of all life.
These tales remind us of the importance of kindness, humility, and the belief
that even the smallest actions can lead to significant change. As we reflect
on these miracles, we are encouraged to embody the spirit of St. Francis in
our daily lives, striving to make the world a better place for all beings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Seven Miracles of Gubbio?
The Seven Miracles of Gubbio are a series of miraculous events attributed to
Saint Francis of Assisi, celebrated in the town of Gubbio, Italy, showcasing
his deep connection with nature and compassion for all living beings.

What does the Eighth Miracle represent in the
context of the Seven Miracles?
The Eighth Miracle is often viewed as a parable, representing the overarching
themes of love, humility, and the transformative power of faith, emphasizing
a moral lesson beyond the physical miracles.

How did the Seven Miracles impact the local culture
of Gubbio?
The Seven Miracles have deeply influenced the local culture of Gubbio,
fostering traditions of celebration, pilgrimage, and artistic expressions
that honor Saint Francis and his teachings.

What role does nature play in the Seven Miracles of
Gubbio?
Nature plays a critical role in the Seven Miracles, as many of the events
highlight Saint Francis's ability to communicate with animals and the
environment, reflecting his belief in the sanctity of all creation.

Can you describe one of the Seven Miracles?
One of the miracles includes the event where Saint Francis tamed a ferocious



wolf that was terrorizing the town, demonstrating his power over nature and
his message of peace and reconciliation.

What is the significance of the Eighth Miracle as a
parable?
The Eighth Miracle serves as a parable to illustrate the importance of inner
transformation and the moral teachings of Saint Francis, encouraging
individuals to embody the virtues he espoused.

Are the Seven Miracles of Gubbio recognized by the
Catholic Church?
Yes, the Seven Miracles of Gubbio are recognized by the Catholic Church and
serve as an important part of the hagiography of Saint Francis, highlighting
his saintly virtues.

How are the Seven Miracles of Gubbio commemorated
today?
The Seven Miracles of Gubbio are commemorated through local festivals,
religious processions, and the preservation of related artworks and
historical sites that attract visitors to the town.

What lessons can be learned from the Eighth Miracle?
The lessons from the Eighth Miracle include the importance of faith, the
power of forgiveness, and the call to love and serve others, reflecting the
core teachings of Saint Francis.

How do the Seven Miracles relate to the broader
Franciscan spirituality?
The Seven Miracles encapsulate core aspects of Franciscan spirituality, such
as humility, love for creation, and a commitment to peace, serving as vivid
examples of living out these values in everyday life.
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