
the seventh man answer key
The Seventh Man Answer Key refers to the critical analysis and responses associated with the
short story "The Seventh Man," written by the acclaimed author and poet, Mario Vargas Llosa. This
piece is not just a narrative but a profound exploration of fear, memory, and trauma. The seventh
man, who recounts his traumatic experience during a tsunami, serves as a poignant reminder of the
impact of natural disasters on human lives. This article delves into the thematic elements, character
analysis, and interpretive questions surrounding "The Seventh Man," providing a comprehensive
answer key that will aid students and readers in their understanding of the story.

Overview of "The Seventh Man"

"The Seventh Man" tells the story of a group of men who face a catastrophic tsunami while on a
fishing trip. The narrative is centered around the protagonist, who is the only survivor of the
disaster. As he recounts his experience, he grapples with feelings of guilt, fear, and isolation, which
are common reactions to trauma. The story is structured as a reflective monologue, which allows
readers to dive deep into the psychological implications of survival and the burden it carries.

Thematic Elements

The story is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Here are some of the critical themes
explored in the narrative:

- Fear and Trauma: The central theme of "The Seventh Man" is the overwhelming fear that
accompanies traumatic events. The protagonist's memories of the tsunami illustrate how fear can be
paralyzing and how it manifests in various ways throughout life.

- Survival and Guilt: The protagonist's survival leads to intense feelings of guilt, particularly when
reflecting on the loss of his friends. This theme examines the moral complexities surrounding
survival in life-threatening situations.

- Memory and the Past: The narrative emphasizes how memories shape our identity and influence
our present. The protagonist's recollections of the tsunami highlight the way trauma can linger in
the mind, affecting one’s ability to move forward.

- Isolation: The protagonist's experience of loss leads to a deep sense of isolation. This theme is
universal, as many survivors of trauma often feel disconnected from others, unable to share their
experiences or emotions.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Seventh Man" are essential in conveying the story's themes. Here are the
main characters and their significance:



The Seventh Man (Protagonist)

- Survivor: The protagonist’s survival places him in a complex emotional landscape. He represents
the voice of trauma and the struggle to cope with the aftermath of disaster.

- Reflections on Loss: Throughout the narrative, the protagonist reflects on his friends and their
shared experiences, illuminating the impact of loss on his psyche.

- Journey of Healing: The story can be seen as a journey toward healing, as the protagonist confronts
his fears and memories, seeking a way to reconcile with his past.

The Friends of the Seventh Man

- Symbolism of Loss: The friends who perished in the tsunami serve as symbols of the life that was
lost and the stark reality of nature’s unpredictability. Their absence weighs heavily on the
protagonist, illustrating the theme of guilt associated with survival.

Interpreting the Text

To aid in a deeper understanding of "The Seventh Man," here are some interpretive questions and
their corresponding answers that can be used for discussion or analysis:

Interpretive Questions

1. What role does fear play in the protagonist's life?
- Fear is a dominant force in the protagonist's life, shaping his actions and thoughts. It is a
paralyzing emotion that prevents him from fully engaging with the world around him. His fear of the
ocean and water symbolizes a larger fear of the uncontrollable elements of life.

2. How does the narrative structure influence the reader’s understanding of trauma?
- The reflective monologue structure allows readers to experience the protagonist's thought
processes in real-time. This structure immerses the reader in the protagonist’s emotions, illustrating
how trauma can alter perception and understanding.

3. In what ways does the protagonist's experience reflect broader themes of survival?
- The protagonist's survival is not celebrated; instead, it is marked by guilt and sorrow. This reflects
the broader theme that survival can come at a significant emotional cost, emphasizing that the act of
living can be intertwined with the burden of loss.

4. How does memory function in the narrative?
- Memory serves as a haunting reminder of the past, with the protagonist’s recollections illustrating
how memories can be both a source of pain and a means of understanding one’s identity. The
fragmented nature of his memories mirrors the chaotic experience of trauma.



Key Quotes and Analysis

Including key quotes from the text can enhance understanding and spark deeper discussions. Here
are a few examples:

- “I am the seventh man, and I am the only one who survived.”
- This quote encapsulates the isolation felt by the protagonist. It highlights the loneliness of survival
and the burden of being the sole witness to tragedy.

- “The sea has a way of taking everything away.”
- This statement reflects the unpredictability and destructiveness of nature. It serves as a reminder
of the fragility of life and the inevitability of loss.

Conclusion

"The Seventh Man" by Mario Vargas Llosa is a powerful exploration of fear, memory, and the
complexities of survival. Through the protagonist's journey, readers are invited to confront the
emotional aftermath of trauma and the ways it shapes our lives. The themes of guilt, isolation, and
the struggle to reconnect with the world resonate deeply, illustrating the profound impact of
catastrophic events on human psychology.

By engaging with the interpretive questions and analyzing key quotes, readers can gain a richer
understanding of the narrative's significance. Ultimately, "The Seventh Man" serves as a reminder of
the resilience of the human spirit and the ongoing journey toward healing in the face of profound
loss.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Seventh Man' by John
O'Farrell?
The main theme of 'The Seventh Man' is the impact of trauma and the struggle for forgiveness and
healing after a traumatic event.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Seventh Man'?
The protagonist in 'The Seventh Man' is a young man who survives a tsunami, and the story follows
his journey of coping with the memory of his friend who was lost.

How does the narrative structure of 'The Seventh Man'
contribute to its overall message?
The narrative structure alternates between past and present, allowing readers to see how the
protagonist's past trauma affects his current life, emphasizing the long-lasting effects of loss.



What role does the setting play in 'The Seventh Man'?
The setting, which includes both the coastal village and the ocean, symbolizes the unpredictability of
nature and the fragility of human life, enhancing the story's emotional depth.

In 'The Seventh Man', how does the protagonist's relationship
with his family evolve?
The protagonist's relationship with his family evolves as he learns to communicate his feelings about
the trauma, ultimately leading to a stronger support system and understanding.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'The Seventh
Man'?
The author employs symbolism, imagery, and flashbacks to enrich the narrative, allowing readers to
connect deeply with the protagonist's emotional journey.
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