
the sign of the beaver characters

The Sign of the Beaver characters play a crucial role in the development of the story, providing depth

and complexity that enrich the narrative. Written by Elizabeth George Speare, this historical novel is

set in the late 18th century and explores themes of survival, friendship, and cultural exchange through

the lens of young protagonist Matt and his interactions with various characters. As we delve into the

characters of "The Sign of the Beaver," we will uncover their motivations, relationships, and the impact

they have on the story's progression.

Main Characters in The Sign of the Beaver

The characters in "The Sign of the Beaver" are diverse, each representing different aspects of life in

early America—both Native American and European settlers. The interactions among these characters

highlight the tensions and bonds that can form between different cultures. Below are the primary

characters that drive the plot forward:

1. Matt

Matt is the protagonist of the novel, a thirteen-year-old boy who is left to guard his family's homestead

in the wilderness of Maine while his father goes back to get the rest of the family. Key characteristics

of Matt include:

- Resourceful: Matt learns to adapt to his environment, developing skills necessary for survival.

- Independent: His situation forces him to rely on his abilities and instincts.

- Courageous: He faces numerous challenges, including threats from wildlife and the loneliness of

isolation.



Matt’s growth throughout the novel reflects the challenges faced by early American settlers, making

him a relatable character for readers.

2. Attean

Attean is a young Native American boy from the Beaver tribe, who becomes Matt's friend and ally. His

character is pivotal in showcasing cultural differences and mutual respect. Notable traits of Attean

include:

- Intelligent: He possesses a deep knowledge of the land and survival skills.

- Brave: Attean is not afraid to stand up for his beliefs and confront societal prejudices.

- Compassionate: He shows kindness to Matt, despite the cultural divide that exists between them.

Attean’s friendship with Matt serves as a bridge between the two cultures, allowing both characters to

learn from each other.

3. Saknis

Saknis is Attean's grandfather and a respected leader in the Beaver tribe. He plays an essential role in

the story by providing guidance to both Attean and Matt. Key characteristics of Saknis include:

- Wise: As an elder, he carries the knowledge and traditions of his people.

- Understanding: Saknis demonstrates an open-mindedness that allows him to accept Matt as a friend.

- Protective: He looks out for Attean and cares for the well-being of his tribe.

Saknis’s character embodies the themes of wisdom and cultural preservation, emphasizing the

importance of understanding between different cultures.



4. Matt’s Father

Although Matt’s father is not physically present for much of the story, his influence is felt throughout

the novel. Key aspects of his character include:

- Determined: He is committed to building a life for his family in the wilderness.

- Traditional: He represents the European settler perspective, with a focus on hard work and

perseverance.

- Supportive: His teachings and values guide Matt as he navigates his challenges.

The relationship between Matt and his father highlights the struggles of settler life and the expectations

placed upon young boys during that era.

5. The Mysterious Stranger

A minor yet impactful character in the novel is the mysterious stranger who poses a threat to Matt.

This character represents the dangers of the wilderness and the unpredictability of human nature.

Important traits include:

- Sinister: The stranger embodies the fears that settlers had regarding unknown dangers.

- Untrustworthy: His intentions are unclear, creating tension in the story.

The stranger serves as a catalyst for Matt’s development, forcing him to confront fear and make

difficult decisions.

Supporting Characters

In addition to the main characters, several supporting figures contribute to the overall narrative and



themes of "The Sign of the Beaver." These characters help to flesh out the setting and the historical

context of the story.

1. Matt’s Mother

Although she does not appear in the wilderness, Matt’s mother is a significant figure in his life. Her

nurturing nature and values influence Matt's character development.

2. The Beaver Tribe

Members of Attean’s tribe play a critical role in showcasing the rich culture and traditions of Native

Americans. Their interactions with Matt demonstrate both conflict and cooperation.

3. The Settlers

Other settlers, whom Matt occasionally encounters, represent the broader European settler experience.

Their attitudes towards Native Americans reflect the historical tensions of the period.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The characters in "The Sign of the Beaver" are not just individuals but also representations of larger

themes that resonate throughout the story.



1. Cultural Exchange

The relationship between Matt and Attean represents the potential for understanding and cooperation

between different cultures. Their friendship challenges preconceived notions and highlights the

importance of empathy.

2. Survival and Self-Reliance

Matt’s journey emphasizes the importance of independence and ingenuity. The challenges he faces in

the wilderness mirror the struggles of many settlers during that era, making his character relatable and

inspiring.

3. Friendship and Trust

The evolving friendship between Matt and Attean underscores the theme of trust. Despite the initial

cultural barriers, their bond strengthens as they learn from each other, illustrating how friendship can

transcend differences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the characters of The Sign of the Beaver are intricately woven into the fabric of the

story, each contributing to its themes of survival, cultural exchange, and friendship. Through the eyes

of Matt, Attean, and other supporting figures, readers gain insights into the complexities of life in early

America. The character development throughout the novel not only enhances the narrative but also

encourages readers to reflect on their understanding of different cultures and the importance of

empathy in overcoming challenges. Elizabeth George Speare's masterful storytelling ensures that the

lessons learned from these characters remain relevant, reminding us of the value of connection and



understanding across cultural divides.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Matt and what is his significance in 'The Sign of the Beaver'?

Matt is the protagonist of 'The Sign of the Beaver'. He is a young boy left to guard his family's

homestead in the wilderness while his father goes to fetch the rest of the family. His journey of survival

and self-discovery is central to the story.

What role does Attean play in the story?

Attean is a Native American boy from the Beaver tribe who becomes Matt's friend and mentor.

Through their relationship, the novel explores themes of friendship, cultural exchange, and the

challenges of coexistence between different cultures.

How does the character of Saknis influence the plot?

Saknis is Attean's grandfather and a leader of the Beaver tribe. He plays a crucial role in bridging the

gap between Matt and Attean, showing the importance of understanding and respect between different

cultures.

What is the significance of the 'sign of the beaver' itself?

The 'sign of the beaver' symbolizes the connection between Matt and the Native American culture. It

represents the knowledge and skills that Matt learns from Attean and serves as a reminder of the

lessons in survival and respect for nature.

How do Matt's interactions with his father shape his character



development?

Matt's memories of his father provide him with guidance and motivation throughout his struggles. The

absence of his father forces Matt to grow up quickly, teaching him resilience, responsibility, and the

importance of family.

What themes are explored through the character dynamics in 'The

Sign of the Beaver'?

Key themes include friendship, survival, cultural understanding, and the clash between different ways

of life. The interactions between Matt and Attean highlight the importance of empathy, respect, and

learning from one another.
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