the spanish american war and world power
38a answer key

the spanish american war and world power 38a answer key marks a pivotal moment in
American history when the United States emerged as a significant global power. This brief yet
impactful conflict between Spain and the United States in 1898 not only reshaped territorial
boundaries but also altered the geopolitical landscape. Understanding the causes, key battles, and
outcomes of the Spanish-American War is essential for grasping how America transitioned from
continental expansion to overseas imperialism. The war catalyzed the United States' rise as a world
power, influencing its foreign policy and military strategy for decades. This article delves into the
critical aspects of the conflict, its aftermath, and its role in establishing the U.S. as a dominant force
on the global stage. The following sections will provide a detailed examination of the historical
context, major events, and long-term consequences related to the spanish american war and world
power 38a answer key.

e Historical Background and Causes of the Spanish-American War
e Major Battles and Military Strategies
e Treaty of Paris and Territorial Gains
e The United States as a World Power

e Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy and Military

Historical Background and Causes of the Spanish-
American War

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key begins with an exploration of the complex
factors leading to the conflict. By the late 19th century, Spain's empire was waning, and its colonies,
particularly Cuba, were seeking independence. The United States had growing economic interests in
Cuba, and public opinion was increasingly sympathetic to the Cuban rebels. Tensions escalated due to
sensationalist journalism, known as "yellow journalism," which amplified reports of Spanish atrocities.
The immediate catalyst was the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor in February 1898,
which the U.S. blamed on Spain. These events collectively propelled the U.S. into war, marking a
turning point in American foreign policy.

Economic and Political Interests

Economic ties between the United States and Cuba were significant, with American businesses
investing heavily in Cuban sugar plantations. Politically, there was a growing belief in Manifest
Destiny and the desire to expand American influence beyond its borders. Support for Cuban
independence aligned with these ideals, creating pressure on the U.S. government to act against



Spanish rule.

Role of Media and Public Opinion

Newspapers such as William Randolph Hearst's New York Journal and Joseph Pulitzer's New York World
played a crucial role in shaping public sentiment. Their dramatic coverage of Spanish repression
fueled American outrage and calls for intervention, illustrating the media's power in foreign policy
decisions during this period.

Major Battles and Military Strategies

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key also involves a detailed account of the
key military engagements that defined the conflict. The war was fought on multiple fronts, including
the Caribbean and the Pacific, showcasing the strategic capabilities of the U.S. Navy and Army.
Despite its short duration, the war featured several decisive battles that demonstrated the emerging
military strength of the United States.

The Battle of Manila Bay

One of the earliest and most significant battles occurred in the Philippines, where Commodore George
Dewey led the U.S. Asiatic Squadron to a swift and decisive victory against the Spanish fleet. This
battle effectively ended Spanish colonial rule in the Philippines and marked the beginning of American
involvement in the Pacific.

The Cuban Campaign

In Cuba, American forces engaged in key battles such as the Siege of Santiago and the Battle of San
Juan Hill. The Rough Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment led by Theodore Roosevelt, gained fame
during this campaign. The success of these battles hastened the collapse of Spanish resistance on the
island.

Naval and Land Coordination

The war highlighted improvements in military coordination between naval and land forces. The U.S.
Navy’s blockade and control of the seas complemented ground operations, contributing to the swift
conclusion of hostilities.

Treaty of Paris and Territorial Gains

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key culminates with the Treaty of Paris,
signed in December 1898, which officially ended the conflict and redefined the territorial holdings of
Spain and the United States. The treaty had far-reaching implications for American imperialism and
global standing.



Terms of the Treaty

Under the Treaty of Paris, Spain relinquished control of Cuba, which became a U.S. protectorate, and
ceded Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United States. In exchange, the U.S. paid Spain
$20 million for the Philippines. These acquisitions marked a significant expansion of American
territory overseas.

Controversies and Debates

The treaty sparked intense debate within the United States over imperialism and the country's role in
world affairs. Some Americans opposed annexation on moral and constitutional grounds, while others
viewed it as a necessary step toward becoming a global power.

List of Territorial Changes

e Cuba: Became a U.S. protectorate with limited independence.
e Puerto Rico: Became a U.S. territory.
e Guam: Became a U.S. territory in the Pacific.

e Philippines: Transferred to U.S. control, leading to further conflict.

The United States as a World Power

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key illustrates how the conflict marked the
United States' emergence as a key player on the international stage. The acquisition of overseas
territories expanded America’s strategic reach and signaled a shift from isolationism to active
engagement in global affairs.

Expansion of Military and Naval Power

Following the war, the U.S. invested significantly in modernizing its military, particularly the Navy, to
protect its new territories and interests. This expansion enabled the U.S. to project power more
effectively across the globe.

Influence in the Caribbean and Pacific

The war’s outcome established the United States as a dominant force in the Caribbean and the
Pacific. Control of key islands facilitated military presence and economic influence, allowing the U.S.
to compete with European imperial powers.



Emergence on the World Stage

The conflict and its aftermath helped redefine the United States’ identity from a continental nation to
an imperial power with global ambitions. This transformation laid the groundwork for American
involvement in future international conflicts.

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy and Military

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key also reveals significant shifts in U.S.
foreign policy and military doctrine. The experience gained and lessons learned during the war
influenced American strategies in the 20th century.

The Roosevelt Corollary and Big Stick Diplomacy

Theodore Roosevelt, who rose to national prominence during the war, later articulated the Roosevelt
Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, justifying American intervention in Latin America. His "Big Stick"
diplomacy emphasized military readiness and assertiveness in international relations.

Military Modernization and Professionalization

The war exposed deficiencies in logistics and training, prompting reforms in the U.S. Army and Navy.
These changes enhanced the military’s effectiveness and preparedness for future conflicts, including
World War I.

Shift Toward Imperialism

The victory and territorial acquisitions sparked debates about American imperialism, but ultimately
the government adopted a more interventionist foreign policy. This shift influenced U.S. actions and
alliances throughout the 20th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main cause of the Spanish-American War?

The main cause of the Spanish-American War was the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor,
which heightened tensions between the United States and Spain over Cuban independence.

How did the Spanish-American War mark the emergence of
the United States as a world power?

The Spanish-American War marked the emergence of the United States as a world power by resulting
in the acquisition of overseas territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, expanding



American influence globally.

What role did the Treaty of Paris (1898) play in the aftermath
of the Spanish-American War?

The Treaty of Paris (1898) ended the Spanish-American War and ceded control of Cuba, Puerto Rico,
Guam, and the Philippines to the United States, solidifying its status as an imperial power.

How did the Spanish-American War affect U.S. foreign policy
in the early 20th century?

The Spanish-American War led to a more interventionist U.S. foreign policy, emphasizing naval power
and involvement in international affairs, as exemplified by the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe
Doctrine.

What is the significance of the Spanish-American War in the
context of American imperialism?

The Spanish-American War is significant because it marked the United States’ first major overseas
military engagement and territorial expansion, signaling a shift toward imperialism and global
influence.

Additional Resources

1. The Spanish-American War: A Brief History with Documents

This book offers a concise overview of the Spanish-American War, combining narrative history with
primary source documents. It explores the causes, key battles, and outcomes of the war, highlighting
its significance in the emergence of the United States as a world power. The text provides insight into
both American and Spanish perspectives.

2. The War Lovers: Roosevelt, Lodge, Hearst, and the Rush to Empire, 1898

Authored by Evan Thomas, this book delves into the personalities and political forces that pushed the
United States toward war with Spain. It focuses on figures like Theodore Roosevelt and William
Randolph Hearst, illustrating how their ambitions influenced American imperialism. The work
contextualizes the war within the broader dynamics of American expansionism.

3. Empire by Default: The Spanish-American War and the Dawn of the American Century

This detailed analysis examines how the Spanish-American War marked the United States' transition
from a regional power to an imperial world power. It discusses the war’s aftermath, including the
annexation of territories such as the Philippines and Puerto Rico. The book places the conflict within
the framework of American foreign policy evolution.

4. Over There: The Spanish-American War and the Dawn of the American Century

This narrative history by Matthew Pinsker highlights the war's impact on American society and
politics. It emphasizes the role of soldiers and volunteers, the media, and public opinion in shaping
the conflict. The book also reflects on the war’s legacy in terms of U.S. global influence.



5. Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of America to World Power

This biography focuses on Theodore Roosevelt’s role in the Spanish-American War and how his
leadership helped elevate the United States to a major world power. It explores Roosevelt’s military
exploits, political career, and vision for American imperialism. The narrative connects his actions to
the broader trends of U.S. foreign policy at the turn of the century.

6. The Spanish-American War and Philippine Insurrection: 1898-1902

This comprehensive account covers both the Spanish-American War and the subsequent Philippine-
American War, which arose from the U.S. acquisition of former Spanish colonies. It provides detailed
military and political analysis, highlighting the complexities of America’s new role as an imperial
power. The book also addresses the ethical and political debates surrounding American expansionism.

7. The Rough Riders and the Dawn of American Empire

Focusing on the famous volunteer cavalry led by Theodore Roosevelt, this book recounts their pivotal
role in the Spanish-American War. It examines how the Rough Riders became a symbol of American
courage and imperial ambition. The narrative situates their exploits within the larger context of the
U.S. emergence as a global power.

8. From Colony to Empire: The United States and the Spanish-American War

This scholarly work traces the transformation of the United States from a former colony to an imperial
power through the lens of the Spanish-American War. It analyzes the motivations behind U.S.
expansionism and the consequences of the war for both America and the territories it acquired. The
book also considers the impact on international relations at the dawn of the 20th century.

9. World Power and the Spanish-American War: America's Turning Point

This book argues that the Spanish-American War was the critical turning point that ushered in the
United States as a major world power. It explores the strategic, political, and economic factors that
drove the war and its aftermath. The work also discusses how the conflict reshaped American identity
and its role on the global stage.
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