the strong breed by wole soyinka

the strong breed by wole soyinka is a powerful play that explores themes of identity, sacrifice,
and cultural conflict through the story of Eman, a man who undertakes the solitary task of carrying
the sins of others. Written by the renowned Nigerian playwright Wole Soyinka, this drama delves
deeply into existential questions and the burdens individuals bear within society. The strong breed
by Wole Soyinka is significant in African literature for its complex characters and symbolic narrative,
reflecting post-colonial tensions and traditional values. This article provides a detailed analysis of
the play’s plot, themes, characters, and its broader cultural and literary significance. Readers will
gain insight into how Soyinka’s work challenges conventional notions of strength and responsibility,
making it a critical study in understanding African drama and social commentary. The following
sections will cover the plot summary, key themes, character analysis, stylistic elements, and the
play’s impact on contemporary literature.
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Plot Summary of The Strong Breed

The strong breed by Wole Soyinka revolves around the protagonist Eman, a member of the Igbhira
tribe, who belongs to a group known as the "strong breed." This group is tasked with the ritual
responsibility of carrying the community’s collective sins to a distant place to purify the society. The
play unfolds as Eman arrives in a new community where he is mistaken for a carrier of evil. His
willingness to take on the burden of others’ wrongdoings leads to tragic consequences. The
narrative chronicles Eman’s internal struggle, his confrontation with societal rejection, and his
ultimate sacrifice.

Key Events in the Plot

The drama is structured around several pivotal moments that define the trajectory of the story and
Eman'’s fate:

1. Eman’s arrival in the new community and initial interactions with its inhabitants.

2. The revelation of Eman’s role as a carrier and the community’s fear and misunderstanding of
this duty.



3. Eman’s encounter with the local “carrier” community and his growing alienation.
4. The climactic ritual in which Eman accepts the burden of the community’s sins.

5. The tragic ending that questions the meaning of strength and sacrifice.

Themes in The Strong Breed

The strong breed by Wole Soyinka is rich in thematic content, offering an exploration of complex
ideas that resonate within both African and universal contexts.

Burden of Responsibility

A central theme is the heavy responsibility borne by individuals who serve as scapegoats for
society’s sins. Eman embodies the concept of self-sacrifice, highlighting the societal expectation that
some must endure hardship for the collective good.

Identity and Alienation

The play interrogates the struggle of maintaining personal identity amid societal rejection. Eman’s
status as an outsider underscores the tension between individual purpose and communal
acceptance.

Tradition versus Change

Soyinka contrasts traditional beliefs and rituals with the evolving attitudes of contemporary society.
The play questions the relevance of ancient customs in a changing world and the conflicts that arise
from this transition.

Good versus Evil

The symbolic battle between good and evil is represented through the metaphor of carrying sins.
The strong breed’s role is to confront and contain evil, raising moral questions about purity, guilt,
and redemption.

Character Analysis

The characters in the strong breed by Wole Soyinka are crafted with depth and symbolic
significance, each contributing to the play’s exploration of its central themes.

Eman

Eman is the protagonist and a member of the strong breed. He is characterized by his strength,
resilience, and willingness to bear the burden of others. His journey reflects the clash between
personal conviction and societal misunderstanding.



Amusa

Amusa represents the traditional carrier of the community where Eman arrives. His character
embodies fear, superstition, and resistance to change, contrasting with Eman’s acceptance of
responsibility.

The Community Members

The collective attitudes of the villagers illustrate broader societal dynamics, including suspicion of
outsiders, fear of the unknown, and the struggle to reconcile tradition with modernity.

Women Characters

Female characters in the play, though fewer, play significant roles in emphasizing themes of
vulnerability, nurturing, and the social fabric that binds the community together.

Literary Style and Symbolism

Wole Soyinka employs a distinctive literary style in the strong breed by Wole Soyinka, blending
traditional African oral storytelling techniques with modern dramatic form.

Use of Symbolism

The play is rich in symbolism, with the “strong breed” itself symbolizing endurance and sacrifice.
The act of carrying sins is a metaphor for social responsibility and collective guilt. Additionally,
animal imagery and ritualistic elements enhance the thematic depth.

Language and Dialogue

Soyinka’s dialogue is poetic yet accessible, incorporating proverbs, chants, and lyrical expressions
that reflect African oral traditions. This stylistic choice adds layers of meaning and cultural
authenticity.

Structural Elements

The play’s structure combines a linear narrative with ritualistic interludes, creating a rhythm that
mirrors the cyclical nature of tradition and the inevitability of sacrifice.

Cultural and Historical Context

The strong breed by Wole Soyinka is deeply rooted in the cultural and historical realities of post-
colonial Nigeria, reflecting the tensions between indigenous traditions and colonial influence.

Post-Colonial Influence

The play addresses the complexities of identity and cultural preservation in the aftermath of colonial



rule. Soyinka critiques the erosion of traditional values and the challenges faced by African societies
in redefining themselves.

Religious and Ritual Significance

Rituals depicted in the play are reflective of African spiritual beliefs, emphasizing the communal
nature of sin and redemption. This context highlights the interplay between religion, culture, and
social order.

Societal Commentary

Soyinka uses the narrative to comment on social divisions, scapegoating, and the burden of
leadership, drawing parallels to contemporary political and social issues in Nigeria and beyond.

Impact and Legacy of The Strong Breed

The strong breed by Wole Soyinka has had a lasting impact on African literature and global theater,
solidifying Soyinka’s reputation as a leading playwright and intellectual.

Influence on African Drama

The play helped to establish a new genre of African theater that blends tradition with modernity. It
inspired subsequent writers to explore themes of cultural identity and social responsibility.

Recognition and Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised the play for its complex characters, rich symbolism, and profound thematic
concerns. It remains a staple in academic studies of African literature and post-colonial drama.

Continued Relevance

The strong breed by Wole Soyinka continues to resonate with contemporary audiences due to its
universal exploration of sacrifice and the human condition, making it a timeless work in world
literature.

» Exploration of societal roles and burdens

e Critical examination of tradition vs. modernity

e Symbolic representation of strength and sacrifice
e Insight into African cultural and spiritual beliefs

e Legacy as a foundational work in African theater



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Wole Soyinka's play 'The Strong
Breed'?

The central theme of 'The Strong Breed' is the conflict between tradition and change, exploring the
burdens of sacrifice and the role of the individual in society.

How does Wole Soyinka use symbolism in 'The Strong Breed'?

Soyinka uses symbolism extensively, such as the character Eman representing the sacrificial
scapegoat, and the journey as a metaphor for personal and societal transformation.

What is the significance of the title 'The Strong Breed'?

The title refers to a group of people destined to carry the burden of sacrifice for their community,
highlighting themes of strength, endurance, and societal responsibility.

How does 'The Strong Breed' reflect Nigerian culture and
traditions?

The play incorporates elements of Yoruba traditions, rituals, and beliefs, particularly focusing on
communal roles, sacrifice, and the tension between modernity and tradition.

What role does the character Eman play in the narrative of
‘The Strong Breed'?

Eman is the protagonist who volunteers to become the sacrificial scapegoat, embodying themes of
selflessness, courage, and the challenge of confronting societal expectations.

In what ways does 'The Strong Breed' address the theme of
sacrifice?

Sacrifice is portrayed as both a burden and a necessary act for the community's well-being, with
characters grappling with the moral and personal implications of this duty.

How does Wole Soyinka's writing style in 'The Strong Breed'
enhance the play's impact?

Soyinka's lyrical language, incorporation of folklore, and complex character development create a
rich, evocative narrative that deeply engages with cultural and existential questions.



Additional Resources

1. Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka

This play by Wole Soyinka explores the clash between traditional Yoruba culture and British colonial
rule. It centers on the ritual suicide of the king’s horseman, Elesin, which is interrupted by colonial
authorities. The work delves into themes of duty, cultural conflict, and the consequences of
disrupting societal balance.

2. The Man Died: Prison Notes by Wole Soyinka

A powerful autobiographical account of Soyinka’s imprisonment during Nigeria’s civil war, this book
reveals his resilience and commitment to justice. It offers profound reflections on human rights,
political oppression, and the strength of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

3. Season of Anomy by Wole Soyinka

This novel portrays a turbulent society grappling with corruption, violence, and moral decay. It
follows a disillusioned protagonist who becomes embroiled in revolutionary activities, highlighting
themes of resistance, identity, and societal change.

4. A Dance of the Forests by Wole Soyinka

Written for Nigeria’s independence celebrations, this play critiques post-colonial Nigerian society
and calls for self-examination and renewal. Through symbolic characters and complex narrative,
Soyinka addresses the challenges of nation-building and the dangers of repeating past mistakes.

5. The Interpreters by Wole Soyinka

This novel revolves around a group of intellectuals confronting the complexities of post-colonial
identity and moral ambiguity. It examines issues of cultural conflict, personal responsibility, and the
search for meaning in a rapidly changing world.

6. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

A classic novel depicting the impact of colonialism on traditional Igho society, it tells the story of
Okonkwo, a proud warrior struggling to maintain his culture. The book explores themes of cultural
clash, identity, and the consequences of change.

7. No Longer at Ease by Chinua Achebe

This novel continues the exploration of Nigerian society through the life of Obi Okonkwo, who faces
moral dilemmas and corruption in a post-colonial setting. It addresses the challenges of
modernization, cultural expectations, and personal integrity.

8. Arrow of God by Chinua Achebe

Set in pre-colonial Nigeria, this novel follows the conflict between traditional beliefs and colonial
influence through the story of a village chief. It delves into themes of power, religion, and cultural
preservation.

9. Petals of Blood by Ngiigi wa Thiong'o

This novel critiques post-colonial Kenyan society, focusing on betrayal, corruption, and the struggle
for justice. Through interconnected stories, it exposes the failures of independence and the ongoing
fight for true freedom and equality.
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