the summoner canterbury tales description

the summoner canterbury tales description reveals a vivid portrayal of one of Geoffrey
Chaucer’s most notorious characters in his renowned work, "The Canterbury Tales." This character,
the Summoner, is depicted through both physical and moral descriptions that highlight his corrupt
and unsavory nature. Chaucer’s use of satire and irony presents the Summoner as a figure
emblematic of the clerical corruption prevalent during the medieval period. Understanding the
summoner canterbury tales description provides insight into the social commentary embedded within
the text. This article explores the physical appearance, personality traits, role in the narrative, and
symbolic significance of the Summoner. Additionally, it examines the historical and cultural context
that shapes Chaucer’s depiction. The detailed analysis presented here offers a comprehensive
understanding of the Summoner’s character and his place within the larger framework of "The
Canterbury Tales."
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Physical Description of the Summoner

The summoner canterbury tales description begins prominently with a detailed portrayal of his
outward appearance. Chaucer provides a vivid and somewhat grotesque image that immediately
signals the Summoner’s unsavory character. He is described as having a fiery red face covered with
boils and pimples, which symbolizes both physical and moral corruption. His eyes are narrow and
frightening, often associated with a lecherous and intimidating gaze.

Distinctive Facial Features

The Summoner’s red complexion and pus-filled sores are highlighted to emphasize his repulsive
nature. Chaucer’s description suggests that these physical ailments reflect his inner vice and moral
decay. His face, a significant element in medieval character analysis, conveys much about his
personality before he even speaks or acts.



Attire and Accessories

The Summoner wears a garland on his head, which is ironic and somewhat mocking in nature. Instead
of regal or religious symbols, this garland can be interpreted as a symbol of his mock authority and
the farcical nature of his role within the Church’s judicial system. His overall appearance is disheveled
and unkempt, further reinforcing the idea of corruption and moral laxity.

Personality Traits and Social Role

The summoner canterbury tales description also delves deeply into his behavioral characteristics. He
is portrayed as lecherous, deceitful, and immoral, frequently abusing his position for personal gain.
Chaucer’s narrative reveals the Summoner’s tendency toward extortion and manipulation, as he
exploits his official duties to intimidate and blackmail others.

Corruption and Abuse of Power

As an ecclesiastical officer responsible for summoning individuals to church courts, the Summoner
exploits this role to demand bribes and favors. His willingness to overlook sins in exchange for money
highlights the corruption rampant in the medieval Church. This moral bankruptcy is a critical theme in
Chaucer’s portrayal.

Behavior and Social Interactions

The Summoner is described as lecherous and fond of drinking, often using crude language and
engaging in inappropriate behavior. Despite his official position, he is socially marginalized and feared
rather than respected. His interactions with other pilgrims reveal his duplicitous nature and lack of
genuine piety.

The Summoner’s Function in The Canterbury Tales

The summoner canterbury tales description is essential for understanding his function within the
narrative framework of "The Canterbury Tales." The Summoner’s tale serves as both a reflection and
a critique of his character, highlighting themes of hypocrisy and vice.

The Summoner’s Tale

In his own tale, the Summoner tells a story filled with satire directed at friars and religious figures,
reflecting his cynical worldview. This tale serves to expose further corruption and moral ambiguity



within the Church, aligning with his personal traits and experiences.

Interaction with Other Characters

The Summoner’s interactions, especially with the Pardoner, offer a comedic yet critical examination of
religious corruption. Their rivalry and mutual disdain provide insight into the broader social critique
embedded in Chaucer’s work.

Symbolism and Satire in the Summoner’s Character

The summoner canterbury tales description is rich with symbolic meaning and satirical elements.
Chaucer uses the Summoner to embody the theme of ecclesiastical corruption, while also employing
humor and irony to engage the reader.

Symbolic Representations

The physical deformities of the Summoner symbolize the moral corruption and spiritual decay of the
Church’s officials. His grotesque appearance serves as a metaphor for the ugliness of hypocrisy and
greed within religious institutions.

Satirical Techniques

Chaucer’s use of exaggeration, irony, and caricature in depicting the Summoner accentuates the
social critique. The character’s flaws are amplified to ridicule and condemn the abuses of power that
were prevalent in the medieval Church.

Historical and Cultural Context of the Summoner

Understanding the summoner canterbury tales description requires examining the historical and
cultural backdrop of Chaucer’s era. The role of the Summoner as a church official held significant
social importance but was often marred by corruption.

Role of Summoners in Medieval Society

Summoners were responsible for summoning individuals accused of violating church laws to
ecclesiastical courts. Their authority often placed them in powerful but controversial positions.
Chaucer’s depiction reflects contemporary criticisms of these officials.



Critique of Church Corruption

During Chaucer’s time, the Church was frequently criticized for moral decay and exploitation of its
followers. The Summoner’s character embodies these critiques, serving as a literary vehicle for social
commentary and reformist ideas.

Conclusion on the Summoner’s Depiction

The summoner canterbury tales description presents a multifaceted character whose physical and
moral attributes serve as a powerful critique of medieval ecclesiastical corruption. Chaucer’s detailed
portrayal combines vivid imagery, satirical narrative, and symbolic meaning to expose the vices of
church officials. Through the Summoner, readers gain insight into the social, religious, and political
dynamics of 14th-century England. This character remains a critical element in understanding the
broader themes and enduring relevance of "The Canterbury Tales."

Fiery red face with boils and pimples symbolizing moral corruption

Lecherous, deceitful, and abusive of ecclesiastical power

Exploits his role for personal gain through bribery and intimidation

Embodies themes of hypocrisy and vice in his narrative

Represents a broader social critique of Church corruption in medieval society

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the Summoner in The Canterbury Tales?

The Summoner is a character in Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales who is responsible for
summoning sinners to church court, often depicted as corrupt and morally questionable.

How is the Summoner physically described in The Canterbury
Tales?

The Summoner is described as having a red, pimpled face covered with boils and sores, which makes
him look repulsive and frightening.

What personality traits does the Summoner exhibit in The



Canterbury Tales?

The Summoner is portrayed as lecherous, dishonest, and easily bribed, often abusing his position for
personal gain.

What is the significance of the Summoner’s appearance in The
Canterbury Tales?

His grotesque appearance symbolizes his moral corruption and the idea that his physical ugliness
reflects his inner vice.

How does Chaucer use the Summoner to critique the medieval
church?

Chaucer uses the Summoner to expose the corruption and hypocrisy within the medieval church by
showing how church officials like him exploited their power.

What kind of language or dialect does the Summoner use in
The Canterbury Tales?

The Summoner speaks in a coarse and vulgar manner, often using Latin phrases incorrectly to
impress others, highlighting his pretentiousness and ignorance.

How does the Summoner’s behavior affect other characters in
The Canterbury Tales?

Other characters are often wary or disdainful of the Summoner due to his corrupt and lecherous
behavior, which undermines his credibility and respect.

What role does the Summoner play in the storytelling
structure of The Canterbury Tales?

The Summoner is one of the pilgrims who tells a tale, providing insight into his character and serving
as a vehicle for Chaucer’s social commentary.

Are there any symbolic meanings associated with the
Summoner in The Canterbury Tales?

Yes, the Summoner symbolizes the corruption and moral decay of certain church officials during
Chaucer’s time, serving as a critique of institutional abuse.

Additional Resources

1. The Summoner’s Tale
This book delves deeper into the character of the Summoner from Geoffrey Chaucer’s *The



Canterbury Tales*. It explores his role within medieval society, focusing on his morally ambiguous
profession and interactions with other pilgrims. Through a mix of narrative and analysis, readers gain
insight into the complexities of corruption and justice in the Middle Ages.

2. Medieval Pilgrimages and the Canterbury Tales

A comprehensive examination of the pilgrimage tradition during the Middle Ages, this book
contextualizes the stories told in *The Canterbury Tales*. It highlights the social, religious, and
cultural significance of pilgrimages to Canterbury and how Chaucer’s characters represent a cross-
section of medieval society. The text also discusses the role of storytelling as both entertainment and
moral instruction.

3. The Pardoner and the Summoner: Voices of Corruption

Focusing on two of Chaucer’s most infamous characters, this book explores the themes of greed,
hypocrisy, and corruption embodied by the Pardoner and the Summoner. Through literary analysis
and historical background, it reveals how these figures critique church practices and societal values.
The work also discusses their narrative functions within *The Canterbury Tales*.

4. Chaucer’s Pilgrims: A Social History

This title provides a detailed look at the various pilgrims featured in *The Canterbury Tales*, including
the Summoner. It explores their social standings, professions, and the stereotypes they represent. By
placing these characters in historical context, the book offers readers a better understanding of
medieval English society and Chaucer’s satirical intent.

5. The Art of Storytelling in The Canterbury Tales

Examining the narrative techniques employed by Chaucer, this book discusses how characters like
the Summoner use storytelling to reveal personal traits and societal critiques. It analyzes the
structure of the tales, the use of irony, and the interplay between narrator and audience. This work is
ideal for readers interested in medieval literature and narrative form.

6. Sin and Redemption in Medieval Literature

This book explores themes of sin, morality, and redemption in medieval texts, with a focus on *The
Canterbury Tales*. It pays particular attention to characters such as the Summoner, whose profession
and behavior embody the tension between vice and virtue. The analysis provides insight into
medieval religious beliefs and how they shaped literature.

7. The Summoner’s Guild: Power and Influence in Medieval England

Offering a historical perspective, this book investigates the real-life role of summoners in medieval
England, their legal powers, and social influence. It examines how these officials operated within the
church and secular courts, often wielding significant authority. The book draws connections between
historical facts and Chaucer’s fictional representation.

8. Voices of the Marginalized: Characters on the Fringe in The Canterbury Tales

This work highlights the voices of marginalized characters in Chaucer’s collection, including the
Summoner, who often embody social and moral tensions. It discusses how these figures challenge
societal norms and provide alternative perspectives on medieval life. The book offers a critical look at
inclusion and exclusion in medieval literature.

9. Humor and Satire in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

Focusing on the comedic and satirical elements of *The Canterbury Tales*, this book explores how
Chaucer uses humor to critique social institutions and human foibles. The Summoner’s character is
examined as a source of both comedy and social commentary. Readers will appreciate the ways



satire is woven into the narrative to convey deeper messages.
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