
the taggerung a tale of redwall

the taggerung a tale of redwall is a captivating fantasy novel written by Brian Jacques, set in the expansive
and beloved Redwall universe. This story follows the journey of a young otter named Deyna, who is
destined to become a legendary warrior known as a Taggerung. Throughout the novel, themes of bravery,
identity, and destiny are explored against a richly detailed backdrop of medieval-style animal characters
inhabiting Redwall Abbey and its surrounding lands. As a part of the Redwall series, this tale combines
adventure, vivid storytelling, and memorable characters, making it a favorite among fans of fantasy
literature. This article delves into the plot, characters, themes, and the significance of the book within the
Redwall saga. Additionally, it highlights the author’s unique storytelling style and the enduring appeal of
the series.
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Plot Summary of The Taggerung
The Taggerung a tale of Redwall centers around Deyna, a young otter born into a peaceful community but
taken as a cub by a band of marauding rats known as the Juska. These rats believe Deyna is the prophesied
Taggerung, a legendary warrior destined to lead them to glory. Raised in captivity, Deyna grows into a
skilled fighter but struggles with his innate sense of honor and identity. The plot follows his escape from
the Juska, his quest to find his true home, and his efforts to save Redwall Abbey from impending danger.
The story is rich with action-packed sequences, moral dilemmas, and moments of self-discovery.

Key Plot Points
The narrative unfolds through several pivotal events that shape Deyna’s journey:



Deyna’s abduction by the Juska and his upbringing among them

His internal conflict between loyalty to his captors and his true nature

Escape from the Juska and arrival at Redwall Abbey

Alliances formed with Redwall inhabitants and other woodland creatures

Final confrontation with the Juska and fulfillment of his destiny as Taggerung

Main Characters in The Taggerung
The characters in The Taggerung a tale of Redwall are richly developed, with clear distinctions between
heroes and villains, and complex motivations that add depth to the story. Brian Jacques crafts each character
with unique traits that contribute to the overall narrative.

Deyna – The Taggerung
Deyna is the protagonist, an otter cub chosen by prophecy to be a Taggerung. His journey from captive to
hero embodies the classic hero’s journey, marked by growth, courage, and self-awareness. His character is
defined by strength, compassion, and a strong moral compass.

Vilaya
Vilaya is a fierce and cunning female rat who plays a significant role among the Juska tribe. She is both an
antagonist and a complex character whose ambition and loyalty to the Juska create significant conflict
throughout the story.

Supporting Characters
Several other characters enrich the tale, including Redwall inhabitants, other members of the Juska tribe,
and various woodland creatures. These characters provide support, challenges, and companionship to Deyna
on his journey.



Themes and Motifs
The Taggerung a tale of Redwall explores several universal themes and recurring motifs that resonate
with readers of all ages. These themes contribute to the depth and appeal of the novel, making it more than
just an adventure story.

Identity and Destiny
A central theme is Deyna’s struggle to understand his true identity versus the role imposed on him by his
captors. The novel examines the tension between fate and free will, as Deyna chooses to embrace his
destiny as a protector rather than a warrior of destruction.

Bravery and Honor
The story highlights the importance of courage, honor, and integrity. Deyna’s actions embody these
virtues, contrasting with the ruthless behavior of the Juska rats. The novel underscores that true strength
lies in moral character as well as physical prowess.

Good vs. Evil
The classic battle between good and evil is a driving force in the narrative. The Redwall Abbey represents
peace, community, and harmony, while the Juska symbolize chaos, violence, and domination. This
dichotomy is a hallmark of the Redwall series.

Setting and World-Building
The Taggerung a tale of Redwall is set in the richly imagined world created by Brian Jacques, featuring
Redwall Abbey and the surrounding Mossflower Woods. The setting plays a crucial role in the story,
providing a vivid and immersive backdrop for the characters’ adventures.

Redwall Abbey
Redwall Abbey serves as a symbol of safety, community, and tradition. It is a haven for peaceful creatures
and a center of culture, storytelling, and hospitality. The Abbey’s detailed description brings a sense of
warmth and belonging to the narrative.



Mossflower Woods and Surroundings
The surrounding wilderness is wild and dangerous, inhabited by various creatures and tribes, including the
hostile Juska. The contrast between the serene Abbey and the perilous forest highlights the challenges
faced by Deyna.

World-Building Elements
Brian Jacques’ attention to detail extends to the flora, fauna, and social structures of his world. The use of
anthropomorphic animals with distinct cultures, languages, and traditions enriches the story’s texture and
believability.

Brian Jacques and the Redwall Series
Brian Jacques is the celebrated author behind the Redwall series, known for its engaging storytelling,
vivid characters, and immersive fantasy world. The Taggerung a tale of Redwall is one installment in this
extensive series that has captivated readers worldwide.

Author’s Style and Approach
Jacques’ narrative style combines rich descriptive language with fast-paced action and humor. His ability to
create memorable characters and intertwine multiple storylines is a hallmark of the Redwall books. The
Taggerung exemplifies these strengths through its compelling plot and character development.

Place Within the Series
The Taggerung fits into the broader Redwall chronology, expanding the lore and exploring new characters
and locales. It maintains the series’ tradition of blending adventure with moral lessons and community
values.

Reception and Legacy
The Taggerung a tale of Redwall has been well-received by both critics and fans of the Redwall series. Its
engaging plot, strong characters, and thematic depth contribute to its lasting popularity.



Critical Acclaim
Reviewers have praised the novel for its imaginative storytelling, well-crafted characters, and the seamless
integration of fantasy and moral themes. The Taggerung is often highlighted as a standout entry in the
Redwall saga.

Impact on Readers
The book has inspired a diverse audience, particularly younger readers, fostering a love of reading and an
appreciation for themes such as bravery, friendship, and self-discovery. It continues to be a recommended
title in children’s and young adult literature.

Legacy in Fantasy Literature
The Taggerung, along with the other Redwall books, has contributed significantly to the genre of animal
fantasy. Its influence can be seen in subsequent works that feature anthropomorphic characters and richly
imagined worlds.

Notable Elements of The Taggerung a Tale of Redwall
Several aspects distinguish The Taggerung within the Redwall series and the broader fantasy genre:

Strong protagonist with a compelling growth arc

Complex antagonists with nuanced motivations

Vivid world-building that immerses readers

Themes that balance adventure with moral reflection

Engaging narrative pace that appeals to a wide audience

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Taggerung' about in the Redwall series?
'Taggerung' is a novel in the Redwall series by Brian Jacques that tells the story of a young otter named
Taggerung, who was taken from his family and raised by a band of vermin. The tale follows his journey to
discover his true identity and fulfill his destiny.

Who is the main protagonist in 'Taggerung'?
The main protagonist of 'Taggerung' is Taggerung, a young otter who was kidnapped as a baby and raised
by a group of vermin called the Pure Ones, but later seeks to find his real family and live a heroic life.

How does 'Taggerung' fit into the overall Redwall series timeline?
'Taggerung' is set chronologically within the Redwall universe and explores themes of identity and
belonging. It takes place during the era when Redwall Abbey is well established, but focuses on events
away from the Abbey itself.

What are some major themes in 'Taggerung'?
Major themes in 'Taggerung' include identity, courage, destiny, the struggle between good and evil, and
the importance of family and friendship.

Is 'Taggerung' suitable for children?
Yes, 'Taggerung' is suitable for children and young readers. Like other books in the Redwall series, it is an
adventurous fantasy tale with moral lessons, though it does contain some battle scenes and moments of peril.

Who are the antagonists in 'Taggerung'?
The antagonists in 'Taggerung' include the Pure Ones, a tribe of vermin who kidnap and raise the
protagonist, and various other villainous characters who threaten Taggerung and his quest.

What makes 'Taggerung' unique among Redwall books?
'Taggerung' is unique because it focuses on a character raised by villains rather than the heroes, exploring
his internal conflict and journey to choose his own path, which adds depth to the series' usual good vs. evil
narrative.

Are there any notable locations featured in 'Taggerung'?
Yes, notable locations in 'Taggerung' include the Dark Forest, the home of the Pure Ones, and various
other settings in the Redwall world that Taggerung travels through on his journey.



Has 'Taggerung' been adapted into any other media?
As of now, 'Taggerung' has not been officially adapted into movies or television, but it remains a popular
book among Redwall fans and has inspired fan art and audio dramatizations.

Additional Resources
1. Taggerung: A Tale of Redwall
This novel follows the story of Taggerung, a young otter taken from his family and raised by a group of
ruthless vermin. As he grows, Taggerung struggles with his identity and destiny, torn between his
violent upbringing and his true noble nature. The book explores themes of courage, loyalty, and the quest
for belonging within the richly detailed Redwall universe.

2. Redwall
The inaugural book of the Redwall series introduces readers to the peaceful abbey inhabited by woodland
creatures. When the evil rat Cluny the Scourge threatens the abbey, the inhabitants must band together to
defend their home. This story is filled with heroic quests, delicious feasts, and timeless battles between good
and evil.

3. Mossflower
A prequel to Redwall, Mossflower tells the tale of Martin the Warrior’s early life and how he helped
liberate the forest from the tyrannical wildcat Tsarmina. The novel delves into themes of bravery,
friendship, and the fight for justice. It sets the foundation for the legends and legacy that shape the Redwall
Abbey.

4. Martin the Warrior
This book chronicles the adventures of Martin, a legendary mouse warrior whose bravery and
determination inspire generations. Captured and enslaved, Martin’s journey toward freedom is marked by
battles, alliances, and self-discovery. The story enriches the lore of Redwall and highlights the origins of
the abbey’s heroic spirit.

5. The Bellmaker
Continuing the saga, The Bellmaker follows the quest to rescue the kidnapped children of Redwall Abbey.
Featuring new and familiar characters, the story weaves together themes of family, perseverance, and
heroism. It showcases the intricate world-building and warm camaraderie characteristic of the series.

6. Salamandastron
Set at the mountain fortress of Salamandastron, this novel centers around the Badger Lord and the hares of
the Long Patrol. The story involves epic battles against vermin invaders and explores themes of duty,
honor, and leadership. It provides a thrilling glimpse into the wider Redwall universe beyond the abbey.

7. The Pearls of Lutra



This adventure involves a treasure hunt for the legendary pearls of Lutra, with Redwall’s inhabitants
facing new dangers from cunning enemies. The tale combines mystery, action, and friendship,
emphasizing the importance of courage and teamwork. It continues to expand the rich tapestry of
Redwall’s animal heroes.

8. Outcast of Redwall
Focusing on a young badger named Veil, this story explores themes of identity, redemption, and
acceptance. Veil’s struggle to find his place in the world echoes the challenges faced by Taggerung, making
it a compelling companion read. The novel highlights the complexities of good and evil within the
Redwall series.

9. Triss
Triss, a young squirrelmaid, embarks on a perilous journey to save her kidnapped friend and protect
Redwall Abbey. The book is filled with adventure, magic, and the enduring spirit of friendship. It adds
depth to the series by showcasing the bravery and resilience of Redwall’s inhabitants.
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