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the test bluford 17 peggy kern is a significant entry in the Bluford series,
a popular collection of young adult novels that focus on the challenges and
growth of African American teenagers. This seventeenth installment, written
by Peggy Kern, continues the tradition of providing relatable characters and
realistic storylines that tackle relevant social and personal issues. The
Test explores themes such as peer pressure, academic integrity, and self-
discovery, making it a valuable resource for both teen readers and educators.
This article delves into the plot, characters, and thematic elements of The
Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern, while also examining the author's contribution to
the series and its impact on young adult literature. Readers will gain
insight into why this novel remains an important and engaging read within the
Bluford collection.
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Overview of The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern

The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern is part of the Bluford series, which is known
for its realistic portrayal of urban teenage life. This particular book
focuses on the protagonist's struggle with academic challenges and moral
dilemmas, which resonates with many high school students. As the seventeenth
book in the series, it continues to uphold the series' reputation for
addressing complex issues in an accessible manner. The narrative is set in
Bluford High School, a fictional institution that serves as the backdrop for
various stories about friendship, adversity, and growth.

Series Context and Importance

Being the seventeenth installment, The Test builds upon the established world
of Bluford High and its diverse student body. The series as a whole aims to
provide stories that reflect the real-life experiences of young adults,
particularly those in urban environments. The Test contributes by
highlighting the pressures students face in academic settings and the
consequences of their choices. This installment maintains the series'
commitment to authentic dialogue and relatable scenarios, ensuring that
readers feel connected to the characters and their journeys.



Plot Summary and Key Themes

The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern centers around the protagonist's experience
with a high-stakes examination that could significantly affect their academic
future. The plot unfolds as the main character grapples with the temptation
to cheat, the influence of peers, and the importance of personal integrity.
Through this storyline, the novel explores several key themes that are
relevant to its audience.

Academic Pressure and Integrity

One of the central themes in The Test is the pressure students face to
perform well academically. The narrative highlights the stress that exams
create and how this pressure can lead to difficult ethical decisions.
Integrity is emphasized as a crucial value, with the protagonist ultimately
learning the importance of honesty and self-respect.

Peer Influence and Decision Making

The story also delves into the complexities of peer relationships and how
they affect decision-making. The protagonist encounters friends and
classmates who offer conflicting advice and temptations, illustrating how
social dynamics can impact personal choices. This theme underscores the
significance of standing firm in one's values despite external pressures.

Self-Discovery and Growth

Through the challenges presented in The Test, the main character undergoes a
journey of self-discovery. The novel portrays the process of recognizing
one's strengths and weaknesses, as well as the courage needed to make ethical
decisions. This theme is integral to the overall message of the book,
encouraging readers to reflect on their own experiences and values.

Main Characters and Their Development

The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern features a cast of characters who contribute
to the story's depth and engagement. The protagonist's development is central
to the narrative, supported by interactions with peers, family members, and
school staff.

The Protagonist

The main character is a high school student facing the dilemma of whether to
cheat on an important test. Throughout the novel, this character evolves from
being uncertain and influenced by others to becoming more self-aware and
principled. This growth is portrayed with nuance, making the protagonist
relatable to readers navigating similar challenges.



Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters play key roles in shaping the protagonist's
journey. These include:

Close friends who represent different attitudes towards cheating and
success.

Family members who provide guidance and perspective on the importance of
honesty.

Teachers and school administrators who embody authority and support
academic integrity.

Each supporting character adds dimension to the story, illustrating various
viewpoints and social pressures that influence the protagonist.

Author Peggy Kern and Her Contribution to the
Series

Peggy Kern is recognized for her compelling storytelling and ability to
address sensitive topics in a way that resonates with young readers. Her
contribution to the Bluford series, particularly with The Test, has been
praised for its authenticity and educational value.

Writing Style and Approach

Kern's writing style is clear, direct, and engaging, making complex issues
accessible to a teenage audience. She employs realistic dialogue and
situations that reflect the everyday experiences of urban youth. This
approach helps readers connect emotionally with the characters and the
story's themes.

Focus on Social Issues

In The Test, Peggy Kern focuses on social issues such as the ethical
challenges in education and the influence of peer pressure. Her work
contributes to the Bluford series' overarching goal of raising awareness
about the struggles faced by young people, particularly those in marginalized
communities. Kern's nuanced portrayal encourages empathy and critical
thinking among readers.

Reception and Impact on Young Adult Readers

The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern has been well-received by educators,
librarians, and young adult readers alike. Its realistic depiction of teenage
struggles and moral questions has made it a valuable addition to school
curricula and reading programs.



Critical Acclaim

Critics have noted the novel's effectiveness in addressing important themes
without being didactic. The Test is praised for its believable characters and
situations, which foster meaningful discussions about ethics and personal
responsibility.

Reader Engagement

Young readers often relate to the protagonist's challenges, finding the story
both engaging and thought-provoking. The Test encourages readers to consider
their own values and the consequences of their decisions, making it a
powerful tool for personal reflection.

Educational Value and Discussion Topics

The Test Bluford 17 Peggy Kern serves as an excellent resource for educators
seeking to promote discussions on academic integrity, peer pressure, and
ethical decision-making. Its inclusion in classroom settings can enhance
students' understanding of these important topics.

Discussion Questions

Educators can use the novel to facilitate thoughtful conversations by posing
questions such as:

What are the consequences of cheating on oneself and others?1.

How do peer relationships influence the choices we make?2.

Why is integrity important in academic and personal life?3.

What strategies can students use to resist negative peer pressure?4.

How does the protagonist’s journey reflect real-life challenges faced by5.
teens?

Activities and Assignments

Teachers may also incorporate activities that deepen understanding,
including:

Role-playing scenarios to practice decision-making skills.

Writing reflective essays on personal experiences with peer pressure.

Group debates on the ethics of cheating and academic honesty.

Research projects on the impact of academic integrity policies in
schools.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Test' in Bluford 17 by
Peggy Kern?

The main theme of 'The Test' in Bluford 17 by Peggy Kern revolves around
facing challenges and overcoming obstacles to prove one's abilities and
character.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Test' from Bluford 17
by Peggy Kern?

The protagonist in 'The Test' is a young student navigating personal and
academic challenges, highlighting growth and resilience.

How does Peggy Kern address peer pressure in 'The
Test' from Bluford 17?

Peggy Kern addresses peer pressure by showing how the protagonist deals with
influences from friends and classmates, emphasizing the importance of making
independent and positive choices.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The Test' in
Bluford 17 by Peggy Kern?

Readers can learn about perseverance, self-confidence, and the value of
integrity when facing difficult situations, as portrayed in 'The Test.'

Is 'The Test' part of a series, and what is Bluford
17?

Yes, 'The Test' is part of the Bluford Series, a collection of young adult
novels set in Bluford High School; Bluford 17 refers to the 17th book in this
series authored by Peggy Kern.

Additional Resources
1. Bluford High Series #17: Peggy Kern
This installment in the Bluford High series focuses on Peggy Kern, a
determined and resilient teenager navigating the challenges of high school
life. The story explores themes of friendship, family struggles, and personal
growth. Readers experience Peggy's journey as she confronts adversity and
learns important lessons about trust and self-worth.

2. Bluford High Series #1: Lost and Found
The first book in the Bluford High series introduces readers to the dynamic
and diverse students of Bluford High. It sets the tone for the series by
addressing real-life issues such as bullying, peer pressure, and identity.
The story follows several characters as they find their way through difficult



social situations.

3. Bluford High Series #5: Breaking Point
This novel dives into the intense emotions and conflicts faced by Bluford
High students. It highlights the breaking points in relationships and
personal struggles, emphasizing the importance of communication and
resilience. The characters confront challenges that test their limits and
character.

4. Bluford High Series #9: The Bully
Focusing on the impact of bullying, this book provides a raw and honest look
at the effects of intimidation and harassment in school. It explores the
perspectives of both the victim and the bully, offering insight into the
causes and consequences of such behavior. The story encourages empathy and
understanding.

5. Bluford High Series #12: Redemption
This volume follows a character seeking redemption after making poor choices
that affected his life and those around him. The narrative emphasizes themes
of forgiveness, second chances, and personal accountability. It inspires
readers to believe in the possibility of change and growth.

6. Bluford High Series #15: Survivor
"Survivor" tells the story of a student overcoming significant obstacles,
including family issues and academic pressures. The book highlights
resilience and determination in the face of adversity. It encourages readers
to persevere despite hardships.

7. Bluford High Series #7: Fight for Freedom
This title explores the struggles of a student fighting against unfair
treatment and seeking justice. It addresses issues of inequality and standing
up for oneself and others. The story motivates readers to advocate for
fairness and courage.

8. Bluford High Series #14: Victim
"Victim" delves into the life of a student dealing with the aftermath of
trauma and the journey toward healing. The book sensitively handles difficult
topics such as abuse and recovery. It offers hope and support to those who
have faced similar experiences.

9. Bluford High Series #20: Dangerous
This novel portrays the consequences of risky behaviors and the importance of
making safe choices. It examines peer influence and the impact of decisions
on personal safety and relationships. The story serves as a cautionary tale
encouraging responsibility and awareness.
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