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The Tomorrow Series by John Marsden is a compelling collection of young adult novels that has
captivated readers around the globe since its inception. Beginning with the first book, "Tomorrow,
When the War Began," published in 1993, the series intricately weaves themes of survival, friendship,
and the impact of war through the eyes of a group of teenagers. The narrative is set in a fictional
Australia, where the peaceful life of these young protagonists is abruptly disrupted by an invasion.
Marsden's storytelling not only explores the psychological and emotional ramifications of conflict but
also delves into the complexities of growing up in a world filled with uncertainty and danger.

Overview of the Series

The Tomorrow Series consists of seven main novels, and it has garnered a diverse readership due to
its engaging plot and relatable characters. The series follows the journey of a group of adolescents as
they navigate the challenges of life during a time of war. Each book builds upon the last, adding
layers to the characters' development and the overarching plot.

List of Books in the Tomorrow Series

. Tomorrow, When the War Began (1993)
. The Dead of Night (1994)

. The Third Day, The Frost (1995)

. Darkness, Be My Friend (1996)

. Burning for Revenge (1997)

. The Night is for Hunting (1998)

. The Other Side of Dawn (1999)
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Plot Summary

The series begins with a group of seven Australian teens—Ellie, Lee, Homer, Fiona, Kevin, Corrie, and
Robyn—who embark on a camping trip to a remote area known as Hell. Their idyllic retreat is
shattered upon their return, when they discover that their hometown has been invaded, and the
Australian military has been overwhelmed by a foreign enemy.

The narrative follows their transformation from carefree adolescents into resourceful survivors as they
grapple with the reality of their situation. The group must learn to adapt, strategize, and fight back
against their oppressors while also confronting the moral dilemmas that arise in times of war. As they
undertake various missions to sabotage the enemy, they confront not only external threats but also
internal conflicts, testing their friendships and individual beliefs.



Characters and Development

The characters in The Tomorrow Series are richly developed, each bringing a unique perspective to
the story. They are portrayed with depth and complexity, allowing readers to connect with their
struggles and growth throughout the series.

Key Characters

- Ellie Linton: The protagonist and narrator, Ellie is a strong-willed and resourceful young woman who
takes on a leadership role within the group. Her evolution from a typical teenager to a determined
fighter is a central focus of the series.

- Lee: Ellie's best friend and love interest, Lee is intelligent and strategic, often providing the group
with rational thinking when emotions run high.

- Homer Yannos: Known for his humor and charisma, Homer becomes a pivotal character whose
bravery and cunning prove essential to the group's survival.

- Corrie McKenzie: A close friend of Ellie, Corrie is compassionate and nurturing, representing the
emotional heart of the group.

- Fiona: Resourceful and practical, Fiona's skills often come to the forefront as the group faces various
challenges.

- Kevin: Initially portrayed as a weaker character, Kevin's development throughout the series
showcases resilience and growth.

- Robyn: A quiet yet strong character, Robyn's transformation reflects the broader themes of
adaptation and survival.

Themes Explored in the Series

The Tomorrow Series is rich with themes that resonate with readers, particularly young adults.

Survival and Resilience

One of the most prominent themes is survival. The characters face numerous life-threatening
situations, and their ability to adapt and persevere is a testament to human resilience. The series
emphasizes the importance of quick thinking, teamwork, and resourcefulness in overcoming
adversity.



Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds of friendship are central to the narrative. As the characters confront danger, their
relationships are tested, revealing the depth of their loyalty to one another. The series illustrates how
friendships can provide strength and support in the most challenging times.

Moral Ambiguity

Marsden does not shy away from exploring the moral complexities of war. The characters often face
difficult decisions that challenge their values and beliefs. This theme prompts readers to reflect on the
nature of right and wrong in the context of survival and conflict.

Coming of Age

As the characters navigate the realities of war, they undergo significant personal growth. The series
serves as a coming-of-age story, highlighting the transition from childhood to adulthood and the loss
of innocence that often accompanies such experiences.

Impact and Legacy

The Tomorrow Series has had a lasting impact on young adult literature and has influenced a
generation of readers. Its realistic portrayal of war and its consequences has sparked discussions
about conflict, ethics, and the human experience.

Critical Acclaim

The series has received numerous accolades and has been praised for its engaging writing style,
relatable characters, and thought-provoking themes. It has been included in school curricula and
reading lists, making it accessible to a wider audience.

Adaptations

The popularity of The Tomorrow Series led to adaptations in other media. In 2010, the first book was
adapted into a feature film, "Tomorrow, When the War Began," which introduced the story to a new
generation and showcased Marsden's compelling narrative on the big screen.

Conclusion



In conclusion, The Tomorrow Series by John Marsden is a powerful and thought-provoking exploration
of war, friendship, and the journey of adolescence. Through its dynamic characters and gripping plot,
the series invites readers to reflect on the complexities of human nature and the resilience of the
human spirit in the face of adversity. With its enduring themes and relatable experiences, The
Tomorrow Series remains a significant contribution to young adult literature, inspiring readers to
contemplate their own values and the world around them. Whether you are revisiting the series or
discovering it for the first time, the journey through Marsden's world is sure to leave a lasting
impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Tomorrow Series' by John
Marsden?

The central theme of 'The Tomorrow Series' revolves around survival, the impact of war on youth, and
the loss of innocence as a group of teenagers face an invasion of their homeland.

Who is the main protagonist in ‘The Tomorrow Series'?

The main protagonist is Ellie Linton, a teenage girl who narrates the story and leads her friends
through the challenges of living in a war-torn environment.

How many books are there in 'The Tomorrow Series'?

There are seven books in 'The Tomorrow Series', starting with 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' and
concluding with 'The Other Side of Dawn'.

What genre does 'The Tomorrow Series' fall under?

The Tomorrow Series is primarily classified as young adult fiction, specifically within the adventure
and dystopian genres.

Has 'The Tomorrow Series' been adapted into any other
media?

Yes, 'The Tomorrow Series' was adapted into a film in 2010, titled ‘'Tomorrow, When the War Began',
and has also been adapted for television.

What impact has 'The Tomorrow Series' had on Australian
literature?

The Tomorrow Series is considered a significant contribution to Australian literature, particularly in
young adult fiction, as it addresses themes of resilience and the realities of conflict in a relatable way
for young readers.
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