
the treasure of lemon brown plot
diagram

the treasure of lemon brown plot diagram serves as an essential tool for
understanding the narrative structure and thematic elements of Walter Dean
Myers’ acclaimed short story. This plot diagram breaks down the story into
key components, enabling readers to analyze and appreciate the progression of
events, character development, and underlying messages. By exploring the
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, one gains
comprehensive insight into how the story unfolds and conveys its themes about
heritage, courage, and personal value. This article delves deeply into each
stage of the plot diagram, highlighting significant moments and their impact
on the overall narrative. Furthermore, it examines the story’s characters and
setting to provide a holistic understanding. The treasure of lemon brown plot
diagram also aids educators and students in literary analysis by offering a
clear framework for discussion. Below is a detailed table of contents
outlining the main sections covered in this article.

Exposition: Setting the Scene

Rising Action: Building Tension

Climax: The Turning Point

Falling Action: Consequences Unfold

Resolution: Story Closure

Character Analysis in The Treasure of Lemon Brown

Thematic Elements Explored Through the Plot Diagram

Exposition: Setting the Scene

The exposition in the treasure of lemon brown plot diagram establishes the
foundation of the story by introducing the main character, Greg Ridley, and
the urban environment where the narrative takes place. The setting is a
dilapidated apartment building in Harlem, New York City, which reflects the
socioeconomic conditions influencing the characters' lives. Early in this
section, readers learn about Greg’s strained relationship with his father and
his academic struggles, setting up the emotional context for the story. This
introduction effectively prepares the audience for the imminent conflict and
the encounter with Lemon Brown, the mysterious homeless man who becomes
central to the plot.

Introduction of Main Characters

Greg Ridley is portrayed as a typical adolescent facing challenges both at
home and in school. His initial frustration and fear of failing his math test
establish his emotional state. Lemon Brown, on the other hand, is introduced
later in the exposition through Greg’s discovery of him in an abandoned



building. This meeting initiates the pivotal interaction driving the story
forward.

Setting and Context

The urban setting emphasizes themes of hardship and resilience. The rundown
apartment and the surrounding neighborhood create an atmosphere that
influences the characters' behavior and decisions. This backdrop supports the
story’s exploration of personal treasure beyond material wealth.

Rising Action: Building Tension

The rising action segment of the treasure of lemon brown plot diagram
intensifies the narrative by depicting the escalating conflict and deepening
relationship between Greg and Lemon Brown. As Greg hides from his father's
anger and encounters Lemon Brown, the story shifts focus to their
conversations about life, loss, and legacy. The tension builds when a group
of thugs attempts to rob Lemon Brown, introducing an external threat that
tests the characters’ courage and values.

Greg’s Internal Conflict

Throughout the rising action, Greg grapples with feelings of inadequacy and
fear of disappointing his father. His encounter with Lemon Brown challenges
his perspective on what constitutes true value and courage, marking a
significant internal transformation.

External Conflict: Threat of the Thugs

The arrival of the thugs creates a palpable danger that propels the plot
forward. This external conflict also serves as a catalyst for Greg to
demonstrate bravery and protect Lemon Brown, reinforcing the story’s themes
of respect and understanding across generations.

Climax: The Turning Point

The climax in the treasure of lemon brown plot diagram represents the most
intense and decisive moment of the story. When the thugs confront Lemon Brown
and Greg, the tension reaches its peak. Greg’s decision to stand up to the
intruders and protect Lemon Brown signifies a critical turning point in his
character development. This confrontation not only resolves the immediate
danger but also solidifies the bond between the two characters.

Greg’s Act of Courage

Greg’s bravery during the climax is a pivotal moment that redefines his self-
image. By confronting the thugs, he demonstrates newfound confidence and a
deeper understanding of personal strength beyond physical prowess or academic
success.



Lemon Brown’s Reaction

Lemon Brown’s calm and wise demeanor during the confrontation reveals his
resilience and life experience. His interaction with Greg during this moment
highlights the transfer of knowledge and values between generations.

Falling Action: Consequences Unfold

Following the climax, the falling action in the treasure of lemon brown plot
diagram depicts the aftermath of the confrontation and the resolution of the
story’s conflicts. The thugs retreat, and Greg gains valuable insights from
his interaction with Lemon Brown. This section focuses on the emotional and
psychological changes that occur as a result of the climax.

Reflection and Understanding

Greg reflects on the lessons learned about the significance of Lemon Brown’s
“treasure,” which is revealed to be old harmonica and newspaper
clippings—symbols of legacy and love rather than material wealth. This
understanding enriches Greg’s perspective on what truly matters in life.

Preparation for Resolution

The falling action sets the stage for Greg’s reconciliation with his father
and his renewed commitment to his education and family relationships,
indicating growth and maturity.

Resolution: Story Closure

The resolution in the treasure of lemon brown plot diagram concludes the
narrative by tying up loose ends and emphasizing the story’s central themes.
Greg returns home with a changed outlook, ready to face his challenges with
courage and appreciation for his heritage. The resolution reinforces the
message that personal treasures can take many forms, often intangible and
deeply meaningful.

Greg’s Changed Perspective

Greg’s final attitude reflects a newfound respect for his father’s concerns
and a recognition of his own potential. This shift demonstrates the story’s
optimistic view of personal growth and family bonds.

Legacy and Personal Value

The story closes by reaffirming the importance of legacy, memory, and inner
strength, as symbolized by Lemon Brown’s treasured possessions. This
resolution encourages readers to consider their own sources of value and
pride.



Character Analysis in The Treasure of Lemon
Brown

An in-depth character analysis complements the treasure of lemon brown plot
diagram by exploring the motivations, traits, and development of key figures
in the story. Understanding these characters enhances comprehension of the
plot and themes.

Greg Ridley

Greg begins as a frustrated and somewhat rebellious teenager but evolves into
a courageous and thoughtful young man. His interactions with Lemon Brown
serve as a catalyst for this transformation, highlighting themes of empathy
and self-discovery.

Lemon Brown

Lemon Brown is depicted as a wise and dignified figure despite his
homelessness. His “treasure” symbolizes the intangible legacies that give
life meaning, such as memories, love, and personal history.

Secondary Characters

The thugs serve as antagonists, representing external threats that challenge
the protagonists and provoke critical actions. Greg’s father, though not
heavily featured, is significant for understanding Greg’s internal conflict
and motivations.

Thematic Elements Explored Through the Plot
Diagram

The treasure of lemon brown plot diagram also illuminates the story’s central
themes, which are intricately woven into the narrative structure.

Theme of Heritage and Legacy

The story emphasizes the importance of personal and cultural heritage as a
source of strength and identity. Lemon Brown’s treasure embodies this theme,
encouraging reflection on what individuals value most.

Theme of Courage and Growth

Greg’s journey from fear to bravery illustrates the theme of personal growth
through adversity. The plot’s progression mirrors this development,
culminating in Greg’s decisive actions during the climax.



Theme of Understanding and Respect

The interaction between Greg and Lemon Brown highlights the need for
intergenerational understanding and respect. This theme is reinforced through
dialogue and shared experiences depicted across the rising action and falling
action.

Key Elements of the Plot Diagram

Exposition: Introduction of characters and setting

Rising Action: Development of conflict and relationships

Climax: Peak moment of tension and decision

Falling Action: Aftermath and reflection

Resolution: Conclusion and thematic reinforcement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the exposition in 'The Treasure of Lemon
Brown' plot diagram?

The exposition introduces Greg Ridley, a young boy struggling with his
schoolwork and his father’s disapproval, and sets the scene in a rundown
Harlem neighborhood during a stormy evening.

What is the main conflict in 'The Treasure of Lemon
Brown'?

The main conflict is Greg’s internal struggle with his father’s expectations
and his external conflict when he encounters Lemon Brown, an old homeless
man, in an abandoned building.

What is the rising action in the plot diagram of 'The
Treasure of Lemon Brown'?

The rising action includes Greg seeking shelter from the storm, meeting Lemon
Brown, and learning about Lemon’s past and his treasured harmonica and
newspaper clippings.

What is the climax of 'The Treasure of Lemon Brown'?

The climax occurs when thugs try to steal Lemon Brown’s harmonica, and Greg
stands up to protect Lemon and his treasure, showing courage and respect.



How does the falling action unfold in 'The Treasure
of Lemon Brown'?

After the confrontation with the thugs, Lemon Brown and Greg share a moment
of understanding, and Lemon reveals the true value of the treasure as
memories of his son.

What is the resolution in 'The Treasure of Lemon
Brown'?

The resolution is Greg gaining a new perspective on his relationship with his
father and appreciating the importance of family and heritage, inspired by
Lemon Brown’s story.

Additional Resources
1. The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers
This short story follows a young boy named Greg Ridley who encounters Lemon
Brown, a homeless blues musician with a valuable personal treasure. Through
their interaction, Greg learns about the importance of legacy, courage, and
understanding others’ stories. The plot explores themes of family, hardship,
and the true meaning of treasure beyond material wealth.

2. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
This novel centers on Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with identity, family,
and social class. Like The Treasure of Lemon Brown, it addresses themes of
hardship and inner strength. The plot follows Ponyboy’s journey toward
understanding empathy and the complexities of human nature.

3. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Set during the Great Depression, this story follows Bud Caldwell, a
determined boy searching for his father. Bud’s adventure, much like Greg’s in
The Treasure of Lemon Brown, highlights themes of hope, family bonds, and
resilience. The plot emphasizes the significance of personal history and the
treasures found in relationships.

4. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
This novel tells the story of the Logan family facing racial injustice in
Mississippi. The plot explores themes of courage, family loyalty, and
standing up for what is right. Similar to The Treasure of Lemon Brown, it
underscores the value of heritage and personal strength in the face of
adversity.

5. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
This historical novel follows the Watson family on a road trip to the South
during a pivotal moment in civil rights history. The story combines humor and
serious themes, much like The Treasure of Lemon Brown, to explore family
dynamics and the impact of history on everyday lives. The plot emphasizes
growth, understanding, and the power of unity.

6. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
This survival story follows Brian Robeson, a boy stranded in the wilderness
after a plane crash. The plot highlights themes of self-reliance, courage,
and maturity. Like The Treasure of Lemon Brown, it focuses on a young
protagonist’s personal growth through challenging experiences.



7. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Esperanza must adapt to a new life after her family loses their fortune
during the Great Depression. The plot explores themes of resilience, hope,
and the importance of family. Similar to The Treasure of Lemon Brown, it
shows how true treasures are found in relationships and perseverance.

8. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
This novel follows Sal, a girl on a road trip to find her mother, intertwined
with stories of her friend Phoebe. The plot delves into themes of grief,
identity, and understanding others’ perspectives. Like The Treasure of Lemon
Brown, it emphasizes empathy and discovering deeper meanings in life’s
challenges.

9. The Giver by Lois Lowry
In a dystopian society where emotions and memories are suppressed, Jonas
learns about the true value of human experience. The plot centers on
discovery, choice, and the meaning of freedom. Similar to The Treasure of
Lemon Brown, it challenges readers to think about what truly constitutes a
treasure in life.
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