the treaty of kadesh worksheet answers

the treaty of kadesh worksheet answers provide valuable insights into one of
the earliest recorded peace agreements in history. This article explores the
historical context, significance, and key elements of the Treaty of Kadesh,
focusing on how worksheet answers can enhance understanding of this
monumental event. The Treaty of Kadesh was signed between the Egyptian
Pharaoh Ramses II and the Hittite King Muwatalli II after the Battle of
Kadesh around 1274 BCE. Understanding the treaty through worksheet answers
helps students and history enthusiasts grasp the diplomatic strategies and
the political climate of the ancient Near East. This article will cover the
background of the treaty, details of the document itself, the aftermath, and
effective approaches to answering worksheet questions related to the treaty.
By delving into these topics, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding
of the treaty’s role in shaping ancient diplomacy and international
relations.
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Historical Background of the Treaty of Kadesh

The Treaty of Kadesh emerged from one of the largest chariot battles in
ancient history, the Battle of Kadesh, fought between the Egyptian Empire
under Ramses II and the Hittite Empire led by Muwatalli II. This battle,
dated to approximately 1274 BCE, was primarily over control of the strategic
city of Kadesh near the Orontes River, located in modern-day Syria. Both
empires sought dominance over the region, which was crucial for trade and
military advantage. Although the battle was tactically inconclusive, it
resulted in heavy casualties on both sides.

The failure to secure a decisive victory led to negotiations culminating in
the Treaty of Kadesh. This treaty is historically significant as one of the
earliest examples of a formal peace agreement between two powerful ancient
states. The document was inscribed in both Egyptian hieroglyphs and Akkadian
cuneiform, the diplomatic lingua franca of the time, symbolizing mutual
respect and recognition of sovereignty.



Context of Egyptian-Hittite Relations

Before the treaty, Egyptian-Hittite relations were marked by conflict and
rivalry for control over the Levantine territories. Both empires expanded
aggressively, which heightened tensions and frequent skirmishes. The treaty
reflected a pragmatic approach to ending sustained warfare and stabilizing
the region.

The Battle of Kadesh

The battle itself was a massive confrontation involving thousands of chariots
and infantry. Ramses II’'s forces initially fell into a Hittite ambush but
managed to regroup and hold their position. Despite Ramses claiming a great
victory in Egyptian records, the reality was a stalemate that necessitated
diplomatic resolution.

Key Terms and Provisions of the Treaty

The treaty articulated several important terms that structured the peace and
alliance between the Egyptians and Hittites. It is one of the earliest
surviving examples of a written peace treaty and includes clauses that
address mutual defense, non-aggression, and extradition of refugees or
criminals.

Main Clauses of the Treaty

e Mutual Non-Aggression: Both parties agreed to refrain from attacking
each other or supporting enemies.

e Alliance and Mutual Assistance: In case either empire was attacked by a
third party, the other would provide military support.

e Extradition Clause: The treaty included provisions for the return of
fugitives, deserters, and criminals to maintain peace and trust.

e Recognition of Borders: The treaty acknowledged existing territorial
boundaries to reduce future conflicts.

e Marriage Alliance: To solidify the treaty, Ramses II married a Hittite
princess, symbolizing the diplomatic bond.



Language and Format of the Treaty

The treaty was inscribed on clay tablets and temple walls in both Egyptian
and Hittite languages, reflecting the importance of clear communication. The
text began with historical prologues citing the reasons for the treaty and
the strength of both kings, followed by the detailed terms and concluding
with curses on those who would violate the agreement.

Significance and Impact of the Treaty

The Treaty of Kadesh marked a turning point in ancient diplomacy and
international relations. It represented a shift from warfare to negotiation
and alliance-building between major powers. This treaty set a precedent for
future peace agreements in the ancient world and is often cited as a
foundational document in the study of diplomatic history.

Promotion of Stability and Trade

By establishing peace, the treaty facilitated safer trade routes and economic
exchanges between Egypt and the Hittite Empire. This stability contributed to
prosperity and cultural exchange in the region.

Legacy in International Diplomacy

The treaty’s emphasis on mutual respect, clearly defined terms, and
mechanisms for enforcement influenced later diplomatic practices. It
demonstrates the early use of formal written agreements to resolve conflicts
and maintain peace.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Worksheets on the Treaty of Kadesh typically focus on comprehension,
analysis, and interpretation of the historical document. Below are some
common questions along with detailed answers to support learners in
understanding the treaty’s content and significance.

1. What were the main reasons for the Treaty of Kadesh?

The main reasons were to end prolonged warfare over territorial control,
particularly over Kadesh, and to establish lasting peace and cooperation
between Egypt and the Hittite Empire.

2. Who were the key figures involved in the treaty?



The key figures were Pharaoh Ramses II of Egypt and King Muwatalli II of
the Hittites.

3. What were the significant terms included in the treaty?

The significant terms included mutual non-aggression, alliance for
mutual defense, extradition of fugitives, recognition of borders, and a
marriage alliance.

4. Why is the Treaty of Kadesh considered historically important?

It is considered important as one of the earliest written peace
treaties, illustrating early diplomacy and conflict resolution between
powerful ancient states.

5. How did the treaty affect future relations between Egypt and the Hittite
Empire?

The treaty improved relations, leading to periods of peace, trade, and
cooperation, reducing hostilities in the region.

Tips for Completing the Treaty of Kadesh
Worksheet

Effectively answering questions on the treaty requires a clear understanding
of its historical context, terms, and impact. The following tips can help
students and educators maximize learning outcomes.

Focus on Contextual Understanding

Review the background of the Egyptian-Hittite rivalry and the Battle of
Kadesh to appreciate why the treaty was necessary.

Analyze the Text Carefully

Pay attention to the language used in the treaty, including the prologue,
terms, and concluding statements. Understanding the tone and intent helps in
answering interpretative questions.



Use Evidence from the Treaty

Support answers with specific references to treaty clauses or historical
facts to demonstrate comprehension and critical thinking.

Practice Summarization

Summarize key points in your own words to ensure clarity and retention of
information.

Review Common Questions

Familiarize yourself with typical worksheet questions and prepare concise,
accurate answers to boost confidence and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Treaty of Kadesh?

The Treaty of Kadesh was a peace agreement signed between the Egyptian
Pharaoh Ramesses II and the Hittite King Hattusili III around 1259 BCE,
ending years of conflict between the two empires.

Why is the Treaty of Kadesh significant in history?

It is considered one of the earliest known international peace treaties,
showcasing early diplomatic efforts to resolve conflicts and establish
alliances.

What were the main terms of the Treaty of Kadesh?

The treaty included mutual non-aggression, alliance against common enemies,
extradition of refugees, and agreements to maintain peaceful relations.

Who were the primary parties involved in the Treaty
of Kadesh?

The primary parties were the Egyptian Empire under Pharaoh Ramesses II and
the Hittite Empire under King Hattusili III.

How is the Treaty of Kadesh represented in
historical records?

The treaty is recorded on clay tablets in both Egyptian hieroglyphics and



Hittite cuneiform, with copies found in different locations including the
Karnak temple in Egypt.

What was the outcome of the Battle of Kadesh prior
to the treaty?

The Battle of Kadesh was indecisive, with both sides claiming victory, which
eventually led to the negotiation and signing of the peace treaty.

How can students use a Treaty of Kadesh worksheet
effectively?

Students can use the worksheet to understand the historical context, analyze
the treaty's terms, and explore its significance in ancient diplomacy.

What type of questions are typically found on a
Treaty of Kadesh worksheet?

Questions often include details about the battle, treaty terms, significance,
involved parties, and the impact on future relations between Egypt and the
Hittites.

Where can I find reliable answers for the Treaty of
Kadesh worksheet?

Reliable answers can be found in history textbooks, educational websites, and
resources provided by teachers or academic institutions focusing on ancient
history.

How did the Treaty of Kadesh influence future
treaties?

It set a precedent for diplomatic negotiations and peaceful conflict
resolution, influencing how later civilizations approached treaty-making and
international relations.

Additional Resources

1. The Treaty of Kadesh: Diplomacy in the Ancient World

This book explores the historical context and significance of the Treaty of
Kadesh, one of the earliest known peace agreements between the Egyptians and
the Hittites. It provides detailed analysis of the political motivations
behind the treaty and its impact on ancient diplomacy. The book also includes
translations and interpretations of the treaty text.

2. Ancient Egyptian-Hittite Relations: The Treaty of Kadesh



Focusing on the relationship between Egypt and the Hittite Empire, this book
delves into the events leading up to the Battle of Kadesh and the subsequent
peace treaty. It examines both archaeological evidence and ancient records to
offer a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal moment in history.
Readers will find worksheets and exercises designed to reinforce learning.

3. Understanding the Treaty of Kadesh: A Student’s Guide

This guide is tailored for students studying the Treaty of Kadesh, providing
clear explanations and simplified summaries of the treaty’s clauses. It
includes worksheets with answer keys to help learners grasp the key concepts
and historical significance. The book also offers discussion questions and
activities to engage students in critical thinking.

4. The Battle and Peace of Kadesh: An Ancient Conflict Resolved

Detailing the famous Battle of Kadesh and the subsequent peace treaty, this
book narrates the military strategies and diplomatic efforts involved. It
highlights the roles played by Ramses II and Hattusili III in shaping the
course of history. The text is supplemented with maps, illustrations, and
primary source excerpts.

5. Diplomacy in the Bronze Age: The Treaty of Kadesh Explained

This work examines the broader context of Bronze Age diplomacy with the
Treaty of Kadesh as a case study. It discusses the treaty’s clauses, its
significance in international relations, and its legacy in later diplomatic
practices. The book is equipped with comparative worksheets for classroom
use.

6. The Treaty of Kadesh: Text and Translation

Offering a direct translation of the Treaty of Kadesh from ancient
inscriptions, this book provides readers with both the original text and an
accessible English version. Commentary on the language and symbolism used in
the treaty helps readers appreciate its historical depth. It is ideal for
scholars and enthusiasts of ancient texts.

7. Ramses II and Hattusili III: Architects of Peace

This biography-style book focuses on the two key figures behind the Treaty of
Kadesh, exploring their lives, leadership styles, and diplomatic
achievements. It provides insight into how their rivalry turned into
cooperation and peace. The book includes worksheets to test knowledge on
their contributions and the treaty’'s impact.

8. Worksheets and Answers: The Treaty of Kadesh for Educators

Designed specifically for teachers, this resource offers a collection of
worksheets, quizzes, and answer keys related to the Treaty of Kadesh. It aims
to facilitate classroom instruction by providing ready-made materials that
cover various aspects of the treaty. The resource supports differentiated
learning with activities for multiple skill levels.

9. Peace Treaties of the Ancient Near East: The Treaty of Kadesh in Context
This scholarly volume places the Treaty of Kadesh within the wider tradition
of peace agreements in the Ancient Near East. It compares the treaty with



other contemporary agreements to highlight similarities and differences in
diplomatic approaches. The book includes analytical questions and worksheet-
style exercises for advanced students.
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